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Low-Church- Men; 
In the following 


Important ARTICLES. 


VIZ. 


The Supremacy of the | ſelves in Matters of 
Crown. | Religion. 

Epiſcopacy and Diſſen -A Comprehenſion. 
ters Baptiſm. Toleration and Mode- 

The Neceſſity of Abſo- ration. 
lution. Bowing towards the Al- 


The Sacrament of the | tarand Bidding Prayer. 


Sacrifice. of the Lord's-Day. 
The Right of Chriſtians | Paſſive Obedience, and 
to judge for them- Hereditary Right. 


SHEWING 


England: With occaſional Reflexions on ſome of 
the late Writings of Dr. Hicks, Dr. Brett, Mr. Dod- 
well, &c. And a Vindication of the Right Re- 
verend the Biſhop of Bangor, in the Point of Pri- 
vate Judgment, Oc. 


By the Author of the Remarks on Dr. Snape's Second 
Letter to the Lord Biſhop of Bangor. 


The Second Edition, with large Additions. 


hill : W. Taylor at the Ship in Pater-nofter-row ; FJ. Oſ 


That in theſe Points they agree with the true Do- 
ctrine and regular Preſcriptions of the Church of 


Lord's- Supper being a | The Divine Appointment 


* Printed for F. Brotherton at the Black Bull in Cori 


born at the Oxford Arms in Lombard-ſiree?; R. Cruttenden | 
at the Bible and 3 Crowns in Cherpſide; and J. Roverts in | 
WW arwick-lane: 1718. Price 15. 6d. Where may be had 


the ſecond Part, by the ſame Author. Price 1 5. 
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may be proper to e tbe: Reds 
| 427 that 5 e Papers were firſt pub- 
liſh d in the late Reign, at a Time when 
4 blind and ignorant Zeal bad uſurp'd 
the Name of Concern for the Eſtabliſh d 
Church, and under pretence of reſcui 
it l an — one, brought it into 4 Real an 
moſt Formidable Danger : And when every Man who 
would not run with them into the ſame Exceſs of _ 
and Fury, was loaded with all the Terms of Ryproach 

that then fill d the wide and loud Mouths both in Streets 
and Places ſacred to better Purpoſes ; particularly that 
of LOW CHURG yt par , Name given 
to ſome of the beſt. Friends, eateſt Ornaments af 
the Church of England, "and _— beſtow' d upon 
one of the Arch- Pinope. and Thom of = moſt Ex- 
emplary Biſhops *, for no other Reaſon, _y only their 


* Dr. Teniſon, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterts Dr. Wake, 
then Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, now Lord Archbi op of Can- 
terbury ; Dr, Trimnel Lord Biſhop of Norwich; Dr. Fleetwood; 
Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph, now of Ely; Dr. Burnet, Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum ; Dr. Mere, Lord Bibs of Ely ; Dr. Lloyds 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter ; Dr. Talbot, — Biche of Oxon ; 
Dr. Cumberland, Loxd Biſhop of Peterborough ; br, Fewwlery 
Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter ; Dr. Horgh, Lord Biſhop of Litchfield 
and Coventry ; and others, All of em eminently Zealous für- 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; for which 
Reaſon, they cou' then obtain no better Name than Presbyte- 


rians and Lou-Churct- Men. 
Aa oppoſing 


iv - The PREFACE . 
: oppoſing the Ignorance 0 thoſe Men, and the Infatues 


tion of thoſe Times," and. all along faithfully adbering to 
the Revolution, and Proteſtant. Succeſſion. * _ 
Tan 0% 4” | 


* 
\] 


vi Engreſſing (as it were) the Church to Themſelves, 
and excluding all others from any Part or Lot in this 
Matter, put me upox conſidering whether, notwithſt and 
ing this prerended Zeal for the Church, They were 
net really und truſ gone off from the genuine Principles 
of it. I muſt confeſs, I thought their very Speech 
bewrayed them. The Independency:of the Church 
:The Co- ordinate Power of Presbyters with their Biſhops, 
in Synods and Convocat ions The One Church, out 
of which there is no Salvation. The Neceſſity of Se- 
cret Confeſſions, and Authoritative Abſolution, to 
-Remiſſion of Sin A Propitiatory Sacrifice, and pro- 
per Altar, c. + Theſe, with many other the like 
Doctrines, ſeem'd, to me, to be foreign and exotick 
Terms, no where mention'd in the Canons, Articles, 


Homilies and Liturgy of our Church, except it were | 
to condemn them. I reſolv'd hereupon to examine into 


this Matter; and do here preſent the Reader with the 
reſult of that Enquiry ; and, I hope, he will find it 
Fully prov d, that the Low-Church Men, ſo call d, 
come neareſt to the true Doctrine and regular Preſcrip- 


tions of our Reformed Church ; while others, who won d 
be thought High- Church- Men, have really abandon d 
the old Principles, and run into new Pret enſions, utteriy 
unknown to the Church of England, And yet, I remem- 
ber, it was cry'd out upon as 4 ſad thing to charge the 
Fautors and Abettors of theſe Doctrines, with mean- 


ing any thing like Popery or Pretender, tho' they 


ſeem'd evidently calculated to ſerve no other Intereſt in F 
the World; and it is now made manifeſt to the Satis- | 


fallion of every unprejudic'd Perſon, that they cou'd 
have no other Deſign in them. For have not the Leaders 


in this Cauſe gone off t o another Church, and openly 


avom d, 
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avow'd, what they before eſteem'd it a reproach to be ſa 
much as ſuſpected of * Have they not, in virtue of theſe 
very Notions, declar'd the Church of England to be in 
4 damnable Schiſm, and ſet up Factious Aſſemblies in 
oppoſition to it? And is not this a Demonſtration that 
they were not before truly of us; for if they had been 
of us, no doubt bus they would have continu'd with us, 

I muſt confeſs, it gave me a great ſuſpicion of theſe 
PDoctrines, that it appear d [v plainly at firſt ſight, that 
they cou'd ſerve no Purpoſe but that of exalting 1 
Power of thoſe who were the Authors of them, and for 
promoting ſome worldly Deſign or other. What the A- 
poſtle ſays of ſome in his Tume, ſeem d juſtly applicable 
to the preſent Caſe, They ſeek their OWN in theſe 
Matters, and not the Things which are Jeſus Chriſt's, 
As all the Dottrines and Practices of the Church of 
Rome, that differ from our common Chriſtianity, are 
evidently contriv'd not for promoting the Ends of Reli- 
gion, but of worldly Greatneſs and Dominion; ſo it is 
equally evident, that all the Not ions which have been 
of late advanc'd, differing from the eftabliſh'd Dactrine 
of the Church of England, are not at all fitted to ſcrv: 
the Ends of true Piety and Godlineſs, but to advance 
and exalt the worldly Grandeur and Pawer, or (which 
3s worſe) the ſpiritual Dominion of thoſe who contend 
for them. | 
Leer any one impartially ſurvey theſe DoAtrines, 
and ſee if this be not true, in almoſt every Inſtance. 
Why muſt the Church be Independent on the State; 
and even Sovereign Princes (the higheſt on Earth, as 
Dr. Brett has it) be made liable to the Cenſures and 
Excommunications of the Clergy ? Why muſt Bap- 
tilm, and all other Religious Offices, be repreſented 
as Invalid, and meer Nullities, if adminiſtred by 
any but Themſelves? To what end is Auricular Con- 
feſſion, and the abſolute Neceſſity of Ablolution, ſo 
Tealouſiy propagatea ? Why muſt they aſſume the Cha- 
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© after that they have not. 


rafter of Sacrificing Prieſts, aid not ſatisfy'd with the 
Honour F bearing & printipal Part in making a ſolemn 
Memorial of Chrift's Sactifice, in the Sacrament of the 
Eucharift : 7 /ay, thy, not content with this very great 
Honour ? Muſt they pretend Authority to offer 4 pro- 
per and propitiatory ms Themſelves ? And, to 
mention no more but that which inclades them all, Why 
muſt the Authority of the Church, even in matters of 
Conſcience and Salvation, be ſo unreaſonably exalted, 
and ſo zealouſly contended for ? To what purpoſe can any, 
or all of theſe Things ſerve, but the raiſmg the Power 
of the Clergy, without the Shadow of any Advantage 
to Religion, or the Souls of Men? | DET &@ 
An p yet, even here tit not impoſſible, or impro- 
bable that they may find themſel ves diſappointed and de- 
ceived, For (as an excellent Judge of Human Nature 
obſerves) © When they pretend to a Power and Aut ho- 
« rity beyond what is founded on clear Warrants of 
3 © Holy Scripture, the World will be apt 
Biſhop Bur- ce to entertain ſuch a Jealouſie of them, 
and Averſiom to them, as may make 
— Ne them 77 . Authority whith they 
© ought to have, while they are graſping 


= a. Ih am Oak RD a. a6. as 


TAuBRER has, of late, been ſad ay e of the 
Contempt and Diſregard into which the Clergy are fal- 
len: And ſome among them have zealouſly and laudably | 
ſet themſelves to recover the Honour of their Function; 
but, we may juſtly fear the Methods they have taken, are 
not ſo well fitted to attain that deſirable End, Inftead 
of ſo ſuperlatively magnifying Themſelves and their 
Office, and aſſuming Powers no way belonging to Them, | 
now ſo common, beth from the Pulpit and the Preſs, un- 
der the Protection of Paſſages of Scripture, diftorted 
from their original Meaning and Deſign ;, I ſay, inſt ead 
of this Method, happy wou'd it be if that excellent 
Advice of one of the greatest and beit — 3 
acre 
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Sacred Order, were well conſider d and regarded 
77 Reader will pleaſe to obſerve that I 2 not preſume 
to offer any of my own.) © We ſhould not 
cc (ſays he) # preach our ſelves, but 
& Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves 
&© Servants of thoſe that believe in bim I” 
& for Jeſus fake. For if the Contempt of Miniſters 
cc — at we ſuppoſe it for the moſt part to do, from 
cc the Contempt of Religion; we muſt endeavour to re- 
& cover the Honour of the Clergy, by recovering firſt 
cc the Honour due to Religion. And if we can make 
£ People ſerious and ſenſible of their Duty to God and bis 
& Son Feſws Chriſt, we ſhall ſoon bring them to value 
& thoſe whom Chriſt has ſent to work thoſe good Diſpo- 
be ſitions in them ;, and we = never make them regard 
& U by any other way of Proceeding.” | 
The World, it muſt be confeſi d is very bad; but I be- 
Beve, this Method can ſeldom fail of Succeſs, at leaf 
among thoſe whoſe Eſteem is deſirable to Wiſe and 
Good Men. When Clergy-men live Wits the Dignity 
their Character, taking heed to Themſelves and 
to their Nodrine, in all ghings ſhewing themſelves 
Patterns of good Works; in Doctrine ſhewing Un- 
corruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, and ſound Speech 
hat cannot be condemned: I ſay, when they act in 
this manner, as bad as the World is, they ſeldom fail 4 
ſaitable Reſpedt and Regard, but are generally eſteem 
eery highly in love for their Works ſake. | 
This is certain (as the ſame excellent 
Biſhop obſerves) © The making more Ibid. p. 29. 
* things follow their Sacred Function than 
* can fairly and plainly be grounded upon it, will be ſo 
far from advancing their Character with wile and 
* conſidering Men, that it muſt be a real and mighty 
* Prejudice to them.” Nor is this ſtraining of their 
luthority of any greater Service, among the looſe and 
irreligious part of Mankind. We bave a full and me- 
a lancholy 
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lancholy Int ance of this in that vile and wicked. Book, 
Which under the pretence F Aſſerting the Rights of 
the Chriſtian Church, endeavours to ruin and de- 
Ya. feiere all the Chriſtian Churches in the 
Ibid. p. 4. World . From the extravagant heights 
3 * to which the Power of the Clergy has 
ic been carry'd in the Church of Rome, and from ſome 
©. amwarrantable Aſſertions of that Power in a few IWri- 
* ters among the Reform d; this Author takes occaſion 
4 % only to traduce the whole Order of the Clergy of 
E what Communion ſoever, but as far as be can, to take 
ce it away, as grounilleſs end miſchievous.” And tis tea 
evident, that moſt of the Obfect ions of Atheiſtical and 
 Unnreaſonable Men, againff the ſacrgd Office of the Mi- 
wiſhry, are taken from the Attempts of ſome Aſpiring 
and Ambitious Men to be Greater than the plain Inftitu- 
tion and Deſign of their Office has made them ; and not 
fo much from the Nature of the Office it ſelf ; which was 
not only ſettled by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, but bas been 
the Means, under God, of preſerving the Chriſl ian Re- 
Iigios in the World. | > BARE: 
Wr have another ſad Inſtance of the evil Conſequences 
of this Spirit and Conduct in the laſt Age, when the 
Church of England it ſelf was torn up by the Roots, 
chiefly for the Faults of ſome Imprudent and Ambitious 
Men, then at the Head of it. My Lord Clarendon': 
own Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of thoſe Confuſions, 8 
which ended in the Ruin of the beſt Church in the World, 
& & Demonſtration, that as the altering the Conſtitution of 
it, was not the Original Deſign ; ſo its Fall was wery 
much occaſion d, thro' a Diſaſfetion and Hatred to ſomel 
Church-men (who were graſping at more Power tha 
tbe Conſtitution gave them) rather than from any Ha- 
* Lord Cle. Fred to the Church it Jelf. & The Church 
rendon's Hift. of ©* (ſays that nokle Author*) was not repi-· 
Rebellion, $40. ** ned at, nor the leaſt Inclination to alter 
Vol.1.Pag.92. © the Government and Diſcipline thereof, | 
er 
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& „ to change the Doctrine. Nor was there at that: 
& time any conſiderable number of Perſons of am valu- 
* able Condition, throug bout the Kingdom, who did wiſh 
*% either : AND THE CAUSE OF 50 PRODIGI- 
ce O A CHANGE IN SO FEW YEARS AFTER, 
* Ns TOO VISIBLE FROM THE EFFECTS. 
& The Arch-Biſhop's Heart was ſet upon THE AD- 
« 7 4NCEMENT OF THE CHURCH = The 
ee Nation was nit without a Fealouſte, That POPERY 
ce s NOT ENOUGH DISCOUNTENANCED, 
* and were very averſe from admitting any thing they 
c bad not been uſed to, which they calbd INNOV A- 
'© TION, and were eaſily perſwaded, that any thing of 
* that kind, was hut to pleaſe the Pa- ME 4 
piſts— . And again, — So Ibid. p. 97. 
* that from this unhappy Subjef—— pro- N 
* ceeded upon the Matter a Schiſm among the Biſhops 
* themſelves, and a great deal of Uncharitableneſs in 
* the Learned and Moderate Clergy, towards one 
another; which tho? it could not encreaſe the Malice; 
added very much to the Ability and Power of the 
Enemies of the Church to do it burt, and alſo to the 


yes 
tbe WW Number of them. For without doubt many who 
ors, loved the Eſtabliſh'd Government of the Church, 
30% and the Exerciſe of Religion as it was uſed, and 


* deſired not a change in either, nor did diſlike the Or- 
der and Decency hieb they ſaw mended, yer they lik'd 
not any NOVELTIES, and ſo were liable to enter- 
tain Jea louſiei, that more was intended than was bi- 
therto propos d; epecien when thoſe Infuſions proceed- 
ed from Men uriſuſpected to have any Inclinations 
to change, and known Aſſertors of the Govern- 
ment both in Church and State. They did obſerve 
the Inferior Clergy took more upon them than 
= they were wont, and did not live towards their 
= Neighbours of Quality, nor their Patrons themſelves, 


A * with 
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© with that Civility and Condeſcention they had ud 
6% do; which diſpos'd them likewiſe to a withdraw- 
© ing their good Countenance and good Neighbourhood 
ce from them——,” *Tis 100 evident from this whole 
Actawnt, that the Church of England, in thoſe times, 
fell a Sacrifice to the Pride and Ambition of ſome, and 
the Folly and Weakneſs of others, who pretended to. be 
its greateſt Patrons, and Admirers, but underſtood no- 
thing of its true Intereſt, nor ſeem d at all concern'd for 
= | > 


Some warm People in that Day were not contented with 
the Church as they found it (ſecure and flouriſhing as it 
was) but were continually attempting to Innovate in the 
Doctrines and Cuſtoms of it, in order to bring us ſtill 
nearer to the Doctrines and Grandeur of the Church of 
Rome; tho? it is not probable that they all intended to go 
quite ſo far as ſome have reported them: And it was then, 
quſt as it is now, all who wou d not comply with, and 
dar'd to oppoſe thoſe Innovations, were branded with a 
Mark of Reproach, and. repreſented as Puritans ; th 
they were peru conformable to every thing required by i 
the Church it ſelf. It was one of the Articles exhibited | 
by the Commons againſt Dr. Mountague, 4 great 
| Stickler fer thoſe Innovations, That 
| „ ar „the ſaid Richard Montague, con- 
901 * — „ trary to his Duty and Allegiance, hath 
WO „ endeavour'd to raiſe great Faction. 
and Diviſi ns in this Cimmen-wealth, by caſting the 
* odjous and ſcandalous Name of PURITANS. upon 3 
* ſuch his Majeſty's loving Subjects as conform tem- 
& ſelves to the Doctrine and Ceremonies of the 

© Church of England; under that Name laying on 5 
ce them divers falſe and malicicus Imputations ; ſo u® 
& bring them into Fealouſy and Diſpleaſure with his Ma- 1 

, and into Reproach and Ignominy with the reſt of 
ce the People, to the great Danger of Sedition, and 
Di- 
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© Diſturbance in the State, if it be not timely prevent- 
ce 4. * . W 0 

We ſee much of the Temper of thoſe Times in the Caſe 
of Biſhop Hall, who, tho' be wrote Jearnedly in defence of 
Epiſcopacy, and not only conform'd bimſelf, but broug be 
his whole Dioceſe to an exa Conformity to the ſettled 
Rules of the Church ; yet for not 2 
* being guilsy, (as bimſetf ex fr ues t) „nder In bio 

7 any new Impoſitions, be was Ha Life, 405 
4 ſo repreſented and ſuſ pected by Arebbi- pag. 42. 
ce ſhop Laud for a Puritan, that be 
& was three ſeveral times on his Knees before his Majeſty, 
& to anſwer theſe great Criminations.; and, at laſt, 
« plainly told bi Grace, that rather than he mould be 
* obnoxious to thoſe ſlanderous Tongues of bu Miſin» 
& formers, be would caſt up bu Rochet.“ 

And the Caſe was the ſame in relation to the Arminian 
Points, which, (tho reconcilable enough with our Arti- 
cles, when interpreted with ſome Latitude and Allowance) 
were then preat Strangers in the Church of England. 
A Man cou d by no means oppoſe theſe Doctrines without 
being brought into diſlike with the State, as if be was @ 
Puritan and Diſciplinarian, even tho be was never 
ſo zealous for the Government and Conſtitution of the 
Church, My Lord Clarendon complains of thu alſo as 


A. 


— — 


* It is evident from Dr. Heylin's Life of Archbiſhop Laud, 
that Mountague, among other Things, contended for the Law- 
=_ ſln/s of Images, Confeſſion and Sacerdotal Abſolution, the Real 
= Preſence, the Sacrament of Orders, for a proper Sacrifice and Ab 


7 evident from Heylin's Introduction, pag. 23.) And in a Pamphlet 
= call'd The Engliſh Pope, 1643. The Novelties then advanc'd 

1a- are faid to be as follows Sparrow pav'd the way for Auri- 

; of == cular Confeſſion, Watts for Penance, Heylin for Altar-worſbip, 
= Montagne for Saint-worſbip, and Laud for the Maſs. 


a 2 a great 


7 tar (tho? even then, they deny d any Propitiatory Sacrifice, as is 
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„ 4 great Cauſe of the Confuſion of thoſs 
3 Times -— Too much Prejudice (ſays be) 
WE, Cs os was entertain'd to ſome Perſons, as 
bellion, 8 vo. Vol. 1. 4e 8 4 *#* © 
Do ok '. © of they were Enemies to the Diſci- 
gr 9.1 W 5 
de pline of rbe Church, becauſe they 
F agreed with Calvin in ſome Doctrinal Points; when 
they abborr d'bis Diſcipline, and reverenc d the Govern- 
% went of the Church, and pray'd for the Peace of it, 
% with as much Zeal and Fervency as any in the King- 
c dom, as they made manifeſt in their Lives, and in 
te their Sufferings with it, and for it.“ And the 
| | Learned Biſhory Senderſon, tells us, 
8 97676 «© That the Char i&er of Puritan was, 
75 re Se, ce jn thoſe Times, fix'd on many who 
N46. & bad written more againſt Ty 
2 Jas gainſt the Puri- 
** tans, and with more real Satisfaction, and upon more 
- ſolid Grounds, than thoſe who accus'd them.” 
I dare ſay, the Reader has been before-hand with me, 


+ 


faction, and upon more (olid Grounds, than all © 


thoſe put together, who ſo injuriouſly repreſent bim as an 
Enemy to it. His excellent Defence 7 the Church, his WW 

s thoſe from whom 
he differs, concerning Civil Government, are all ſo 
much the ſame with Mr. Hooker's, that I cannot for- 
bear thinking him, in all theſe reſpedts, to be a true 
Copy of that celebrated Original: And I may juſtly 
add the Words of Biſhop Sanderſon, following thoſe iſ 
mention'd before —— © Cou'd the Modeſt and Learned i 
* Hooker have ever thought, ſo much as by om q 
: ** that 3 


Charicy and Good Temper tow23r 
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in applying theſe Obſervations to our preſent Circumſtances: | 
He ſees, that what theſe Great Men have ſaid of many i 
call d Puritans in their Days, is equally true of the ii 
Low-Church-Men in Ours ; but may, in @ more | 
eſpecial manner, be apply'd to the Right Reverend Biſhop | 
/ Bangor, who has certainly wrote more in Defence | 
of the Church of England, and with more real Satis- 
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ee that a Man concurring with him inn 
« Opinion (as the Biſhop evidently _ N Sander- 
« does) © ſhow'd for ſome of thoſe Jg Judgment, p. 
Ts ; 4- | 
& very Opinions, be cal d 4 Puritan ? ; 
Or, in the Modern Phraſe, 4 Whig, or Low-Church- 
man. : | 
I ſhall not here remember the late vile Abuſes of this 
great and worthy Prelate, only for aſſerting the common 
Doctrine of all conſiſt ent Proteſtants : But I cannot | 
forbear applying the Words of a Learned Man upon a 
like Occaſion ;, I mean Dr. Heylin's inſolent Treatment 
of Arch-biſhop Williams in his An- | 
tidotum; vpor which the Hiſtorian Hacket's Life of 
remarks to this Purpoſe, © Let a Arch-biſhop Wilkie, 
* Presbyter, for me, diſpute the ams, Part a. p. 102. 
ec Truth with him that is of the * 8 
te greateſt Order in the Church; yet what Canons will 
6 ſuffer him to taunt and revile a Biſhop ; whoſe whole. 
5: g“ Book was but 4 Libel againſt a Dioceſan? If the 
lite to this had been done upon the Perſon of another 
be g Biſhop, he would have been taught better Manners 
ce that had preſumed it ”, | | 
1 may add farther, that the Obſervation I juſt nom 
made, is not only true, with regard to my Lord of Ban- 
gor, but alſo among the other Prelates, and Inferiour 
Clergy. Nothing is more evident, than that the Works 
gr Writings of the Low-Church-Clergy, ſ called, 
's ave been much more for the true Services of God and 
s Church, than of thoſe diſtinguiſhed by the Luckier 
ame; who have had the good Fortune of © enſuring 
1 themſelves the Name of Church, only for the moſt 
Y art by a little Railing againſ# Diſſenters, without 
= riting or Living in Defence of it ; while the Whigs 
Low- Divines, with all their Labours in Learning 
ed Religion, cou'd never purchafe the Name of Church- 
en, I remember a Paſſage told by a worthy Divine 
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„ The PREFACE 
from the Mouth of rebbiſbop Tenifon, who begiming 
to fall from the Reputation of a urch - e an in the wi 
all bis hearty love and eare for ve Church and 
Clergy, and ſecing 4 chief" Brother riſing / into that 
Hanour, upon 4 leſs bottom for it; be ſaid to. him 
Brother, you know I was always a higher Church- 
Man than you; but e'en take the Name of the 
Church, while I keep to the Conſtitution of i. 
Or to that Effett. | WT 
Bur it is time to conelude this long Preface. Being 
deſired by the Bookſeller to look over theſe Papers for a 
Second Edition, I hive taken the Liberty ro make ſe- 
veral Additions and Alterations, us J found them ne- 
cefſary ; which, I hope, will not be diſagreeable or 
offenſive to The Reader. I had no other View, Deſign, 
er Intention in the whole, but what, I conceive, is very 
Good and very Honeſt, and which I am not afraid or 
 fham'd openly to OWN, namely, to ſhew the Injuſtice 
ard Unreaſonableneſs of running down the beſt Friends | 
- - of the Church of England, for no other Reaſon, but | 
that of adbering to the true Conſtitution and unqueſti- | 
enable Principles of it. 

Iwill detain the Reader no longer than while I aſſure 
bim, He will find the Book anſwer what is undertaken 
i= the Title, as to the Repreſentation it makes of the 
Principles of thoſe called Low-Church-Men ; IJ. mean, 
that they are truly their Principles, as they ſtand di- 
fringuiſh'd from thoſe who aſſume another Character. | 
may for the Truth of this, appeal to Friends and Ene- 
mies. I have indeed been ſcrupulouſly exact in this i 
Matter, and choſe for the moſt part to repreſent their i 
Senſe in their own Words, that I might not be charg'd 
with Defending what they do nor Own or Aſſert. 
But there is no fear of ſuch an Accuſation from thoſe i 
who have any Converſation with the moſt Eminent Men 
of this Charafter, or are in the leaſt degree, conver- 


ſant | 
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ſant in their Writings, How I have ſucceeded in the 

other part of the Deſion, or the Defence of theſe 
Principles, muſt be left to the Judgment of thoſe who 

ſhall impartially conſider what it offer'd for that Purpoſe. | 
I ſhall only add my hearty Prayers, that as theſe Papers | 
are ſincerely deſign'd for the ſervice of Truth and | 
Peace, and Charity, and true Religion, or (which in- | 
cludes all theſe) of that noble Branch of the Reforma- 

tion, The Church of England, /o they may be uſeful 

to this good End. | | F 
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LS LE Diviſions of any Body of People are 
E their dangerous Wounds, whereby their 
Blood and Spirits will beſo drain d, that 


TT 


8 Wy hereby the Strongeſt may become a Prey 
Pr to the Weakeſt. For neither Rocks nor 
Seas, fenced Cities nor Fleets can make 


that People ſafe, who by Diſcord and 
Diſtruſt cut the Sinews of their own Strength. So that 
where- ever an Enemy has Succeſs individing any People, 
he will ſoon have the Satisfaction of deſtroying them, 
Wand will find This the cheapeſt and eaſieſt way of con- 
quering. 4 Aa. ort 
W of this Kingdom of Great Brisain need not to be 
Wtold, that we are encotnpaſe'd with numerous and for- 
midable Enemies abroad; and, what is much worſe, inter- 
J e with them at home; like corrupt Humours in the 
Maſs of Blood; all actually combin'd and form'd with one 
onſent againſt us; bent by their Principles, and engag d 
by Vows, to root out what they call Hereſy. Popery is 


our ſtanding Enemy, 3 employ'd\ in working 
B 


our Ruin, with many Hands and much Heat, ah 
* 
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2 The Principies of the Low. Church. men. 
pliſh-which; a0 Hey ave refoly'd nick at nothidg3 o 
withour it, they arenever. to bt fatisfy ede. 
\ FTo'effe& this, e e er e 
Diviſions and Ninmoffties: They hate been promoting 
' theſe in one Shape or other, from the Beginning of our 
bleſſed Reformation. Their chief Policy and Wiſdom is, 
and ever hath been, to divide us ; and (Gop knows) 
they have had too much Succeſs. Now they have pro- 
atedy-and been an ap New berg 
10 thoſe Pe | oufe under re: Not only the 
Breach between us and Diſſenters, is very artfully and very 
zickedly widen'd, but we are unhappily broken among our 
ſelves; and under the Names of Hgb and Low-Church, 
there 1s a new Scene opened for Jealouſy and Animoſity, 
which has been manag'd with ſugh Art and Succeſs, that 
Bodies of Men, ewhingthe ſame Religion and Wer hip, 
and the ſame Government both in Temporals and Spi- 
rituals, are yet as much alienated from one another, if 
not more, than if their Differences were ever ſo great 

and viſible. 
A DirrFERENCE it muſt be confeſs'd there is, in the 


Principles and * of the leading Men ahtheſe Par- 


ties; and tis impoſſible it ſhould be otherwafe: They 
all indeed agree in this, to declare for the Church of Eug- 
land, and the Principles of Religion maintain'd by it. 
The Difference between them lies plain here, t 
Notions and Principles are advanc'd and propagated by 
one Party as agreeable to the Church of England; and op- 
poſed by the other, as falſe and innovating Doctrines; 
and fo fat from being maintain'd by the Church of England, 

thar they are flatly condemn'd by it. £ ; 
Mx Bufineſs therefore ſhall be to examine, in a . bf 
ſerious Manner, which of the two Parties, into which 
we are unhappily divided, does really come neareſt to 
the Conſtitution and Temper of the Church of England : 
And if it appear that thoſe among us, abufively call'd 


- 


Loro · Church. men, do conform themſelves, both in Princi- WM 
ples and Practice, to the Eftabliſh'd Church; I hope it 


will then be thought reaſonable, that the Character 
fix d on them be entirely drop'd, or that it ſhall no lon- 
ger paſs for a Reproach; becauſe it will ſignify no more 
than a True Church-man;z one who is preciſely * 
1 F | = Char 


"The — Le- Cl . 3 


Church of England, — decli ining to the right Hand 


or 2 the left: For indeed (as tie admirable Biſho 
ing fleet ing fleet has ob ord) He 5. 48+ ek a Diſſenier from + 


Po of England, who goes beyond the Rule, s he who 
does not come up to it. 
Tuar what I propoſe may be manag'd with the great · 


er Clearneſs, it will he neceſſary to-confider what more is 
articular to thaſe ca 11 d Lou Church men and wherein ; it 


4 they differ from Tholk who aſſume the contrary Cha- 
racter. Now I think the moſt wan Haden 


lies in that the ax. t Pie e K * 
1. 40 owledge the. Hurt ts le in 3 the, Sine to 
the Own. A.) 4 Ni etui ter * 2209 % 


II. Tho' they affrt ert the We CN 62 _- th itu- 


« 598 2 Sp N pet mY. do' 2 2527 ſo. 774 
Gas 1 s that ri 


th _ are — ordain d 5 Hey are pep 


III. 'They do wot believe the Aaron ot, 6 
7 2 to the Forgiveneſs of 8 595 4; - ! —.— 


IV. Nor chat the Secrammyy of the Bards Spry is a 7952 | 
proper Sacrifice, nor PONY 0 


ion. 
v. Tho' they belizve the Church — England i 5e 4 bnd 
and noble Part 7 the Catholick Church, yet they have 
no Notion of its being ſo abſolutely_perfel, = to- admit 
of any Amendment, and therefore were never againſt ma- 
king ſome Alterations, in Order tea rehenfiongon the 
Reconciling the wiſer and letter Sore. the iflenters 2 the, 


VI. They think, themſelves obliged to. treat " ſuch as diſſent 
from us, with Chriftian e n 2 0 


VII. They refuſe to comply with the Mode now much in 
of Bouing towards the Altar 4 ti call d) when t 
come into the Church; or at the Recital of the Creed: 
| 1 other Parts of publick Worſbip ; and are better pl 5 
* Ba 4 Prayer before l « the i | m of 


ing Prayer. f E 
* B 2 e VIII. They 


ths; \* * 
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VIII. They 17 25 Divine Inſtitution of the Lord's Da 
Aud thinks to be obſerve# in à ſerious 2 Hi 
Manner. r * „ ne 
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IX. With Relation to the Civil Government, they think" that 
© 1 all that *Obedienct' aud 8 ſettled” by our 
Laws to the Perſons of our Princes opeght to be paid them 
er Conſtienes Sitzer But if a miſgdided Prince ſhall tab 
en bim to dib our Conſtitution, and to deſtroy the Ri- 
* ligion, and Liberties of ba People, be may | be re- 
_ . ſifted in thoſe attempts. They are very realous for the Pro- 
© 4" reftant Succeſſion' as ſettle by Law, and can by no Means 
Alu of an Indeftaſuble, Hereditary Rigbr to the Crown of 
Ann ein moge ID 163079 3%. at Ls $53 3. 4 
\ 7 Have mention'd theſe Inftances; as being the moſt 
conſiderable, wherein thoſe call'd Lov- Church- men do dit. 
fer from ſuch av accuſe them of Want of Zeal for the 
Church of England. In my Examination of which, I ſhall 
"Endiivour-to explain, and ſet them in a true Light, to 
prove that they are fuch Principles as have all the Au- 
thority of Reaſon and Scripture on their fide, and are 


_ moreover the very Principles of the Church of England. 


5 


— 


Let us begin with the firſt Article, viz. 


411 1 8 RE, * 45 0 
S8 ECT. I. Te acknowledge” the Subordination of the 
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1 Do not mean to infinuate that any civil Power what- M 
ever can of it ſelf give a Commiſſion to any one authori- 
tatively, and as God's Meſſenger, to teach and preach 
he Goſpel, to admit Men into the Church by Baptiſm, 
to communicate unto them the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
by the outward Symbols of Bread and Wine, or to ordain Wl 
others to petſbtm in the Nanie of Chrift, all, or any of 

theſe divine Offices; the Power of doing theſe Things 
being derived from Chriſt Himſelf. But yet not only the 
Perſons who are to perform theſe Offices are ſubject to 
the Civil Magiſtrate; but he has alſo Authority to limit | 
and reſtrain them in the Exerciſe of them, fo as _ 
FIT 31 "vx . Wis chey 
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The Principles of the Low-Church-men. 5 
they ſhall not be ſuffer d to exceed the Bounds and Li- 
mits of their Commiſion, nor under Pretence of char, do 
any thing to the Diſturbance or Damage of the State and 
Commonwealth. The Civil Legiſlature 'may- make 
Lood and wholeſome Laws, not only tor the better Sup- 
ort of the Government of the Church, but alſo to oblige, 
and if Occaſion be, by proper Penalties to compel even 
the Miniſters and Governours of the Church to the faith- 
| and diligent Performance of their ſeveral Duties, 
\nd they are undoubtedly oblig d to ſubmit to ſuch Laws 

and Conſtitutions as are made by their lawful Governours, 
Wn things notcontrary to the Law of Gon, tho' they con- 
ern Matters purely Ecclefiaftical, by Virtue of that Di- 
ine Command, which requires every Soul to be ſubjeZ to the 
er Powers, in which all Subjects, whether Clergy or 
WT ity, are equally comprehended. — 

Now, nothing can be more evident, than that the 
e.rch of England is perfectly ſubordinate to the Civil 
Power. The King can, upon an Appeal, * ſuſpend or de- 
rive any Biſhop or Arch-Biſhop, can annul any of their 
Wpiritual Cenſures, and inflict new ones; can by his Royal 
Wroclamation, pardon and reſtore any Excommunicate. 
and he not only names to all the vacant Biſhopricks, but 
e Biſhops whom he authorizes to perform the Ceremo- 
Wy of Obfecration, Sc. are oblig'd as they are com- 

znded F to confirm the Eleſtion, and to inveſt and Ra: erred 
e Eleft with all Speed and Celerity ; which if they do not 
Within twenty Days, they incur a Premunire. And alſo 
is declared, * That the Queen bs ſupreme and abſolute 
uthority in and about the making and conſecrating of Biſhops z 
Wd that divers Perſons by the Queen's ſupreme Authority have 
Wer: elefied, made, and conſecrated Biſpops. | 
Tur as to the Convocation, the Clergy can't meet with- 
t the King's Writ ; ff and when met, can't go about any 
afineſs without he impowers them; nor can their Re- 
in lutions have the Force of a Canon without the Royal 
ent; nor then neither, if contrary to the Laws and 
aſtoms of the Realm, or to the Prerogative. 


*'3 
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* 37 Hen. VIII. c. 1). Sc. 25 Hen. VIII. c. 19. 5 
T 25 Hen. VIII. c. 20. * 8Eliz, c. 1. 23 _——— 
| AND, 


6 The Principles of the Low-Churclimen. 
| _ \ AND, not to be tod tedious in ſo plain a Caſt, this Sy. 
Premacy of the Crown over all Pertons, and in all Cauſes 

br 4462 4074 Ecolgſtajtical as well as Civil, is recogni d 

Article 37. and expreily declat'd in our Canons and 

anon 1, . Arzicles,, and every one of the, Clergy. it 

35, 36, 3, nat only oblig d eo publiſh it every Su 
4% in hig. Prayer before Sermon, hut is 
ſworn to aſſiſt and defend it to his Power. And the 

"Truth is, till fince the late glorious Revolution; the 
Feen Church Men were, the higher they carry'd 

the Regal ,Supremacy. There never was till of late, 
any Contention for 4 Church, Self-ſufficient and In depe * dewt 1 
Kom the State without any Head or Governour, but 

HRIsT in Heaven, and a- Chriſtian Prieſthood. on. Tarth. Wil 
2 [eſe are new Pretentions, oppoſite to the Senſe of the 

oly Scriptures, and directlyfcontrary to the Rules offi 

5 and Diſcipline eſtabliſh'd in the Charch of England. 
Iis therefore very ſtrange, that Men ſhou'd pretend roi 
a, more than ordinary Zeal for the Church of Exgland, andi 
at the ſame Time take on them to impugn and dem. 
this efſential Part of its Conititution, and abuſe andi 
miſrepreſent their Brethren for affirming, what them 
lelyes cannot deny, without manifeſt Perjury, and Un 
futhfulneſs to their Subſcriptions. - 2007144 =. 
. Taznz cannot (poſſibly be produced A ater; Evi 

dence for any Thing, than is here: afforded us for the 
Supremacy, of the; Crown over all, Perſons, and in all C 
fers Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil. But how ſuch a Supre 
macy of the Crown over the Church, can conſiſt with 
an Ia dependency of the Church upon the Crown, is noi 


- 


ft  Yery eaſie to underſtan l. But this Notion is not only 


| 3 mom Attack made on the Supremacy veited by Lau 

8 and declared by the Church to be in the Croyn; bu 
1 averthrows the Foundation upon which the Reformation 
nl Pracecded, condemns every Step made in it, and, cal 
1 tbe greateſt Diſgrace imaginable upon our Refarmers 
| which, I doubt, are che only Ends deſign'd te be ſerw if 
i by this new Conceit. It may be worth our while to en 
i quire a little more particularly, what it is they mean by 
| this independency of the Church on the State, —Fhey under 
1 ſtand by it the Independency of the Clergy upon the Gui 
ö Parzer,: as to the Exerciſe of their ſeveral Fun dions, qo | 
1 | 3 Hs t 
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The Principles of the Low · Church men. 7 
he Powers they think to be conſęquent upon them. But 
ow according to the general Uſe of the Word Church in 
Ine Srriptures, and the Definition of it injparaegth Article, 
* plainly appears, That we are thereby under ſtan the 
Whole Body of the- Faithful, Mingters and:Pople, and not 
Nie one without the other. | Nay, Dean Sherlock goes far- 
her, and affirms *, That though the Clergy have of late, 
great meaſure, monopolia d the Name of the Church 
Wo themſelves, yet in Propriety of Speech, they do not 
Pelong to the Definition of it; they are indeed (ſays he) 
he Governours of the Church, as tney have received Au- 
Whoriry from Carisr the Supreme Lord and Biſhop of 
She Church, but they are no more the Church, than the 
ing is his Kingdom, or the Shepherd his Flock: 
Bur theſe Men will have it that by the Church we are 
mean the -CLERGY only; and then that the 
WW burch is no Way dependent on the Nung, but, indeed, 


—_/c: to him. Dr. Brett {peaks this. * 
lainly and fully, in his famous ęrmen con- Page 31. 
ring 4bſolution. After having told the ++ . | 
Wt ory of St. Ambroſe and Theodoſius the Emperor, who _ 
We lays) was excommunicated by him, and aequainted 
that tis approved by the Homilics, he adds, That 
FF thereby this Act is declar'd agreeable to the preſent 
Doctrine of the Church, and conſequently that our 
Biſhops have the ſame Authority which St. Ambroſe 
exercis d, and by the Law of God may exerciſe it, 
when there is a juſt Occaſion, even upon the 
GaeaTEsT; there being no Perſon on Earth ſo great 
as to be exempted. from this Power”. Is not this 
orious Doctrine, and very agreeable to the Articles and 
u of the Church of England ? I know it will be 
,o8Wought a very needleſs Thing to ſet about a ſerious 
gontutation of this wild and Popiſh Notion. I will on- 
ſer down Dr. Falkner's Argument a- 
Wnt it, in his own Words. „ The FPalkner's 
anner of proceeding in the Sentence Chriſtian 
of Excommunication being ordinarily by alty, p. 321. 
= Judicial Proceſs, and a publick Judicial 


* Diſcourſe of the Nature and Unity f the Catholick Church, 
2 . 
P q 32 ; « Sen- | 


at all more to the 9 if it were juſt as he repre- 


. #2. He, if £0 


8 ThePrinciples of the Low- Church- men. 
Sentence; and there being no Eccleſiaſtical Court or 
« Perſon, who hath any ſuperiour Power or Authority 
tc over a Sovereign Prince, to command or ſummons his 
« appearing before them, to anſwer to what ſhall be 
*<©-0bjected againſt him; I cannot ſee how, unleſs by 
„ his own Conſent, he ſhould be ſubje& to ſuch Judi- 
ec cial Proceedings 155 
His Story of St. Ambroſe and the Emperor is told very 
different Ways, by Eccleſiaſtical Writers; and it ſigni- 
fies not much to us, which is the trueſt. It is plain, 
that by onr Conftitution both in Church and State, the 
King is above being liable to the Cenſares and Excommu- Wl 
nications of the Clergy ; and 'tis exceeding happy for 
him that he is ſo. » 1 
Nox would the Paſſage he cites from the Homilies, be 


ſents it: But the Truth is, though in the Body of the 
Homily, it is {aid that St. Ambroſe excommunicated Theo- 
doſius, yet that Re port of the Caſe is corrected by ai 
marginal Note, which ſays, from St. Chryſo/tom, that he 
was only dehorted from receiving the Sacrament, until byf 
Repentance he might be better prepared. I preſume, 
Dr. Brett's Book of Homilies had his Amendment as well 
as his Neighbours ; but it was not for his Purpoſe to 
obſerve it, and therefore we heard nothing of it. 


. SECT. II. Tho' they aſſert the Apoſtolical Appointment and 
Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, yet they do not make it ſo eſſen 
tial to a Chriſtian b, as that the Miniſterial Ass on 
all thoſe who are not Ordain'd by Biſhops, are null anf 


invalid. 


I Know their refuſing to run the Lengths of ſom 
fierce Men, who take on them to unchurch all th 
Reform'd Churches abroad, and exclude from Chr: 
ſtianity all our Diſſenters at Home, has expos'd then 
to much heavy Diſpleaſure and Miſrepreſentation; pai 
ticularly as wanting in their Zeal for Epiſcopacy, an 
the Church of England, which ſo juſtly retains it. The 
have not, I am ſure, given Occaſion for theſe Clamour 
by declaring againſt Epiſcopacy in their Pulpits or othe 
wiſe : On the contrary, tis very well known, none ha 


, 


- The Principles of the Low-Church-men. _ g 
better defended it than the Low-Church-men 5 of this 
there are two very good Inſtances; one formerly, and the 
other of late; I mean e Hall, and Biſhop Hoadly. 
he Biſhop was accounted in his Day, a Favourer of the 
uritaus, alias a Low-Church-man, for no other Reaſon, that 
know of, but becauſe, tho he defended the Cauſe of the 
hurch with much Clearneſs and Strength, yet he was 
ot ſo violent againſt all that differ'd from us, and more- 
ver oppos'd ſome Innovations that A. B. Laud was intro- 
lucing, in Order (as Heylin himſelf owns) to oblige the 
apiſis here in England. Biſhop Hoadly's Diſcourſe of Epiſ- 
ppacy; is undoubtedly one of the cleareſt and moſt con- 
Wincing on the Subject: And yet becauſe he did not hap- 
Wen to jump with theſe warm Gentlemen in every Thiug, 
ad eſpecially for declaring he wou'd not affirt Epiſcopacy 
be tial to a Chriſtian Church, they repreſent him 
giving up the Cauſe. He argues, That becauſe tis an 
Wo/tolical Inſtitution, we are oblig'd to conform our ſelves 
d 1t in all Caſes, unleſs in ſuch where the Imitation is 
practicable, or wou'd manifeſtly do more Hurt than 
ood, to the Church of ChRISTH ; neither of which (he 
Winks) can poſſibly be affirm'd, in the ordinary State of 
We Church, as far as the Eſſentials of Epiſcopacy are con- 
nd. But then he believes it inflituted as a Matter o 
er, but not of ſuch Neceſfty as others contend for: The 
uth is, he ſays enough to juſtify the Church of England 
retaining Ep:ſcopacy, but has not thunder'd out Ana- 
»2maes againſt all thoſe Churches that are ſo unhappy as 
want it: And that's ſufficient to merit ſorhe Mens hea- 
_ Diſpleaſure. With them to be a good Church-man, 
ans nothing leſs than approving ber Dofrine and Govern- 
*, conforming to ber Rules and Orders, communicating con- 
thy with ber in Prayers and Sacraments : But it means the 
Ing loud and contentious in the Church's yi, the 
g exceeding mad againſt all that are not Tike-minded; 
h us ; the Talking furiouſly for her. Authority; a 
decrying every Thing that Leb like Charity, Mode- 
on and good Temper towards thoſe who differ from 
Nothing leſs will ſerve them, thin depriving every 
al of 'em of their very Chriſtianity. But I hope to prove, 
t in this vile Uncharitableneſs, ey differ as much 
m the Church of England, as from thoſe they are pleus d 
all Low-Churth-mieg, 8 Ir 
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to The Principles of the Low. Church men. 
I muſt be own'd, our Church is an E iſcopal Church; 
and no Perſon can ow lawfully seie the Minifterial 
Office among us, without Epiſcopal Ordination : But 
tho' we juli and inſiſt upon Epiſcopal Ordination in our 
own Church, yet we do not make it fo eſſential to a 
Chriſtian Church, as to null the Baptiſm, and other 
Adminiſtrations, of all thoſe who want it. 

Now I think this will be very evident from this fin- 
le Confideration, that from the Beginning of our Re. 
ormation to this Lime, the Church of Eng/and has treated 
and own'd the reform'd Churches as true Churches of 
CHRIST, tho” tis well known to all, that they have noi 
Biſhops. wp” . = 

 Tarar this may not be ſaid without Proof, I will offer 
theſe following Conſiderations. 8 

Tx the firſt Place I would ask, Whether our Church did 
not look upon the foreign Proteſtants as true Churches 
when, by Authority, almoſt a Hundred Years fince, it 
ſent ſeveral choſen Divines, of whom our excellent Bi 
ſhop Hall was one, to meet with the Repreſentatives oi 
the Reform'd Churches in the Synod of Dort, and to vote 
and joyn with them in the higheſt Acts of Church Gol 
vernment ? Did our Church in that Age think they 
were no true Churches, and their Sacraments no Sac 
ments? No; Theſe uncharitable Doctrines have been adi 
vanc'd chiefly ſince that Time ; not by the Church, buf 
_ few in it, who are of narrow Souls, and wou'd fan 
ave the World think that Gow is like themſelves. | 
Tris is farther evident from the 5 5 
* Made in Canon, * which expreſly orders a 
1603. « Miniſters before Sermon, to pray tal 
A 
* 


7 


3 « CgRIST's holy Catholick Church (i. 
te for the whole Congregation of Chriſtian Peop ß 
e throughout the World, and eſpecially for the Church 
d. of England, Scotland, and Ireland ” ; tho' at that Tin 
the Church of Scotland not only had no Biſhops, but hal 


thrown them out before, and Presbytery was eftablih 
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* 
there, on the ſame Foot as at preſent, by Act of Pall 
liament, in 1592. | 

Ix we add to All this, but one Thing more, I think t! 
Matter will be put paſt Diſpute : It is, that not only 
late Years in the Forms of Prayer for our Faſts and Thani 


giving 


12 The Principles the Low- Church- men. 
_ Bvr 'tis a Shame we ſhould be put to labour in the 
Proof of That, which has been conſtantly acknowledged 
by the Church of England, even from the Beginning of 
the Reformation, to this very Da yy. 
T nis being ſo, it ſeems wonderful, that Men ſhould 
make it an Inſtance of their mighty Zeal for the Church 
of England, to unchurch thoſe, whom ſhe owns for true 
Churches; and invalidate that Baptiſm, which ſhe has 
always own'd for true Baptiſm. I know, tis {aid with 
reat Aſſurance, that the Church of England requiring a 
Pak Miniſter to baptize, thereby declares all other 
Baptiſm void and of none Effect; but that does by no 
Means follow. Tis certain none ought to baptize, but a 
lawful Miniſter, and tis irregular when 'tis done by auy 
other; but for all that, it is not therefore invalid and to 
he reiterated. The Church of England did once permit, even 
Women, in Caſe of Neceſſity to baptize: Againſt this, the 
Puritans made a very great Clamour ; to whom Mr. Ri 
chard Hooker, replies in the following Words, * © 1rera- if 
« tion of Fart once given, hath been always thought 
“a manifeit Contempt of that ancient Apoſtolick. Apho- 
« xiſm, One Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm : Baptiſm not 
% only One, in as much as it hath every where the ſame Wl 
« Subſtance, and offereth unto all Men the ſame Grace; 
«« but One alſo, for that it ought not to be received by 
any one Man above ayce. ” [This Argument he pur- 
ſues in a convincing Manner ; and goes on to give the 
Hiſtory of Rebaptizing, maintain'd by St. Cyprian and the 
African Church, whom he affirms to have been miſtaken; 
And makes this wiſe Remark upon him] -— That the T-a- 
cher's Error is the People's Trial, harder and beavier by ſo much Wl 
to bear, as be is in Worth and Regard greater that perſwadeth Wl 
them.—[ And after a great deal ſaid on this Head, worthy, 
every Line of it, to be thoughtfully peruſed by our new 
fangled Miniſters, he ſays,] “ Since the Church of Goo 
* hath always hitherto conſtantly maintained, that to 
« rebaptize them which are known to have received true 
« Baptiſm, is unlawful ; that if Baptiſm be ſeriouſly 
« adminiſtred in the ſame Element, and with the ſame 


— 
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Hooker Eccleſtaftical Polity, L. 5. Se&. 62, 
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Form of Wotds which CnRIST's Inftitution teacheth, 'Y 

there is no other Defect in the World that can make | 

© it fruſtrate, or deprive it of the Nature of a true Sa- | 
« crament : And Lajtly, That Baptiſm is only then to | 

de re-adminiftred, when the firſt Delivery thereof is | 

void, in regzrd of the fore-alledged Imperfections, and | 

* noother. Shall we now in the Caſe of Baptiſm, which 

© having both for Matter and Form, the Subſtance of 

© CnatsT's Inſtitution, is by a Sort of Men voided for 

the only Defect of Eccleſiaſtical Authority in the Mi- 

niſter; ſhall we, I ſay, think it enough, that the Pu- 

WF riters blow away the Force thereof, with the bare 

IF Strength of their very Breath, by ſayin We take 


j 
g 
f 
1 


any b Baptiſngs to be no more the Sacrament of Baptiſm, than 

to any other ordinary Bathing to be a Sacrament ? It behoveth 
ven generally all Sorts of Men, to keep themſelves within 
the WW: . Limits of their own Vocation. And ſeeing Gov, 


from whom Mens ſeveral Degrees and Pre-eminencies 
do proceed, hath appomted them in his Church, at 
whoſe Hands his Pleaſure is, that we ſhould receive 
both Baptiſm, and all other publick medicinal Helps 
of Soul, Fares thereby the more to ſettle our Hearts 


LU 
4 


ſame in the Love of our Ghoſtly Superiors ; they have ſmall 
ace ; Cauſe to hope, that with Him their voluntary Servi- 
| by ces will be accepted, who thruſt themſelves into 
pur- Functions, either above their Capacity, or beſides 
the their Place, and over-boldly intermeddle with Duties, 
the whereof no Charge was ever given them: They that 
cen: in any 1 exceed the Compaſs of their own Order, 
Tea. do, as much as in them lie, to diffolve that Order 
much which is the Harmony of God's Church. Suppoſe 
zdeth | j therefore, that in theſ: and the like Confiderations, 
thy, che Law did utterly prohibit Baptiſm to be admini- 
new ſtred by any other, than Perſons thereunto ſolemnly 
Go conſecrated, what Neceſſity ſoever happen; are not 
ut to many things firm, being done, altho', in Part, done 
true ¶Notherwiſe than poſitive Rigor and Strictneſs did re- 
uſly gauire? Nature, as much as js poſſible, inclineth unto 


lidities, and Preſervations. Diſſolutions, and Null; 
ties of things done, ate' not only not favoured, but 
hated, when either urged” without Cauſe, or extend- 
ed beyond their Reach. If therefore at any Time it 
: 3 „„ py, oe ls * come 


N 


1 De Principles of the Low- Church- men. 
come to paſs, chat in teaching publickly or privately, 
* in delivering this bleſſed — Re generation, 
< ſome unſanétify d Hand, contrary to Chriſt's ſuppaſed 
* Ordlinance, do intrude it ſelf to execute That, Where. 
* unto the Laws of God and his Church have deputed 

t others. which of theſe two Opinions ſeemeth more 

_ * agreeable with Equity, Gurs {of the Church of England] 
that diſallow what is done amiſs, yet make not the 
« Force of the Word and Sacraments, much leſs their 

< Natare and very Sbſtance, to depend on the Miniſters 
< Authority and Calling, or elſe Ibeirs [the Puritans her- 

_ «© tofore, hut now Dr. H, and many young Clergy. Wl 
* mens] which defeat, diſannul, and 2 — both, 
* in reſpect of that one only perſonal Defect ; there be- 

« img not any Law of God, which faith, that if the Mi-. 

* niſter be incompetent, his Word ſhall be no Word, hi 

< Baptiſm no Baptiſm - - 7 

Am again, The Grace of Baptiſm cometh, by Do- 

* nation, from Gop alone : That, Gop hath committed N 

the Miniſtry of Baptiſm unto ſpecial Men, it is for 

< Order's ſake in his Church, and not to the End that 

their Authority might give N. or add Force to the 
« Sacrament it ſelf. That Infants have right to the 8 

* crament in Baptiſm, we all acknowledge. Charge 
< them ve cannot as guileful and wrongful Poſſeſſors off 
That, whereunto they have Right by the manifeſii 

„ Will of the Donor, and are not Parties unto any De. 
« ft ct or Diſorder in the Manner of receiving the ſame. 
* And if any {ugh Diſorder be, we have ſufficiently bel 
* fore declared, that Del: Tum cum Capite ſemper. ambylat, 7 
« Mens cun Paults are their own Harms. $ 
Av laſt of all. Whercas general and full. Conſen 4 

* of the godly Learned of all Ages, doth make for Val. 
64 dity of Baptiſm ; yea, albeit adminiſtred in private, ani 


* 


« even by Women; which kind of Baptiſm in Caſe off 
« Neceſhty, divers Reformed Churches do both allo 
« and defend; ſome others, which do not defend, to 
c Jerate. Few, in Compariſon, and hey without an << 
« juſt Cauſe, do utterly diſannul and annihilate.  Surel! 
« however, thro' Defect on either fide, the ;Sacrameni 
„% may be without Fruit, as well in ſome Caſes to hin 
« which receiveth, as to bim which. giveth it; A ne 

| | | | « 1 
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ely, - Diſability of either Part can fo far make it fruftrare 
ion, and without Effect, as to deprive it of the very Na- 
Ned ture of true Baptiſm, having all things elſe, which 
ere the Ordinance of CHR TSH tequireth. | 125 
I Wirt beg leave to add a few more Teſtimonies to 
zore he fame Purpoſe. * If, * fays 1 ang, this be 
nd true and ſound Doctrine, then is there many that go 
the under the Name of Chriltians, which were never ba 
heir tized: For beſides divers that have been baptized 
ters Women, ſome there are, and not a few, that have 
er. been baptized by fach as have taken upon them the 
roy « Miniſtry, not being thereunto either ordinarily or ex- 


© traordinarily called: And ſo it may be that T. C. hath 
k« hereby proved himſelf to be no Chriſtian. : 


Mi- © Arp ſurely if you peruſe all the Writings of the 
„ his Antient Fathers, and of the late Writers in like man- 

ner, I believe that you ſhall not find the like Propo- 
Do-. fition affirmed: For although divers both old and 
tted i new, do not allow that Laymen ſhould be ſuffered 
s for to baptize ; yet is there none of them (ſuch only ex- 
that cepted as err in Rebaptization) that think the Being 
the of the Sacrament ſo to depend on the Miniſter, that 
e 0-F** it is no Sacrament, if it be not celebrated by a Mini- 


* {ter. 

rs Av certainly, if the Being of the 

Wy <* Sacrament depended upon Man in any Page 319. 

t reſpect, we were but ma miſerable caſe; 

ame for we ſhould be always in doubt whether we were 

( tightly baptized or no: But it is moſt true, that the 

force and {trength of the Sacrament is not in the Man, 
be he Miniſter or not Miniſter, be he good or evil; 

alen but in Gop himſelf, in his Spit it, in his free and ef- 

© fectual Operation. And therefore faith St. Paul, What 

* +5 Paul, what « Apollos? Cc. This I ſpeak not to 

bring Confuſion into the Church (for as I ſaid before, 

let Men take heed that they uſurp not an Office, where- 

WF unto they be not called; for God will call them to 

t an) Account for ſo doing ;) but to teach a Truth, to take 
= © 2 Yoke of Doubtfulneſs from Men's Conſciences, and 
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„ Apoſtles alone to do, was at the leaſt improbable) 
* {ome being neither Prieſts nor Biſhops, muit be pre- 


* 
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tt to reſiſt an Error not much differing from Donatiſm and 
Anahaptiſm. 1 178 | 
„ Trosx Reverend Men, (ſays Biſhop Bancroft (the 
« Compilers of the Book of Common Prayer *) intend- 
«ed not, by ambiguous 'Lerms, to deceive any; but 
thereby intended à Permiſſion bf private Perſons to 
* baptize, in caſe of Neceſſity. This is agreeable to 
te the Practice of the antient Church, Acts 2. when Three 
« Thouſand being baptized in a Day, (which for the 


« ſum'd employed therein. And ſome Fathers are of 
« the ſame Opinion. | ; 

| ; « To deny private Perſons, ſays Bi. 
Bid, Page 10. *© ſhop Bilſon, to baptize, in Caſe of Ne- 
* e ceſhty, were to croſs all Antiquity, and 
« the common Practice of the Church; it being a Rule 
« agreed on amongſt Divines, that the Miniſter is not of 
« the Eſſence of — Sacrament. 
„ From which Cuſtom, ſays Bijhop Coſin f, i. e. of 
e Ordination by Biſhops, and Laws of the Univerſal iſ 
& Church, (therein following the Example of the A- 
e poſtles) though I reckon it to be a great Preſumpti- 
de on and Fault for any particular Church to recede, 
te and may truly ſay that fieri non opportuit (when the Col- WM 
c lege of mere . ſhall ordain and make a Prieſt,) 
cc yet I cannot peremptorily ſay, that Faftum non valet, 
te and pronounce the — — to be utterly void. For 
« as in the Caſe of Baptiſm, we take juſt Exception a- 
« gainſt a Layman, or a Woman that preſumes to give 
« it, and may as Juſtly puniſh them by the Cenſures of 
« the Church wherein they live, for taking upon them if 
« to do that Office which was neyer committed unto 
« them; yet if once they have done it, we make not 
« their Act and Adminiſtration of Baptiſm void, nor 
t preſume we to iterate the Sacrament after then; ſo 
« may it well be in the Caſe of Ordination. 
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* Conference at Hampton - Court, Fuller's Church-Hiſtory, L. 104 
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4 Dr. Colin's Letter to My. Cordel, Feb. 1 650. Mi 
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R. Maſon has written a Treatiſe in Defence of the Or- 
Iination of the Miniſters of the Reform'd Churches be- 


the ſond the Seas; and if their Ordination be good, their 
nd- WS: craments cannot be invalid for want of a proper Admi- 


iſtrator. 


I SHALE only tranſcribe his Conclufion of that Treatiſe, 


to — + Thus much'concerning the Miniſters of other 
ree Reform'd Churches; wherein if you will not believe 
the us diſyting for the Lawfulneſs of their Calling, yet 
le) you mutt give us leave to believe God hinſelÞ fro 


Heaven ap Yrovin their Miniltty, by pouring down 4 
Bleſſing 20 their Labours *. 5 * a n N 
« Bxcavst Baptiſm, ſays Mr. ThorndGke f; is the Gate 
as well of the invifible Church, as of the viſible; and 
becauſe the Occafions are any and divers; which en- 
Wy danger the preventing ſo neceflary an Office by Death; 
in his regard, the Practice of the Primitive Church, 
alledg'd by Tertullian de Baptiſm. C. 18. muſt not be 
condemn'd ; whereby Baptiſm given by him that is 


, of only baptized, is not only valid but well done. , 
rial Ox would think the Authority of theſe great and ve- 
A. rable Men, ſhou'd go further with Chirch-men, than 
pti- > Names of a hundred ſuch new-fangled Divines, as 
de, take on them to tell us, That ſuch as are baptized 
ol- wh but Epiſcopal Hands, aze no Chriſtians, but whens 
t,) r they have a mind to become ſo, they mutt be re- 


ptized ; That they may be waſh'd or ſprinkled, but their 
ptiſm is no Baptiſm ; It is to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
Il, invalid, and of no Effect: This ſure, is not the 
ice of the Church of England; and- to prove that it Is 
s ot let the following Confiderations be reflected on. 
em Now,. Firt, It is evident, that for 30 Years after the 


into formation; Lay-Baptiſm was expreſly allow'd by the 
not rc of England. This will appear from the two firſt 
_ ks of Common- Prayer, | wr oy in the' Reign. of 
3 10 


ard VI. in the Years 1548, and 1552. In which two 


_— 


a Maſon's Defence of the Ord an) u of the Proteſtaut Mini ſteri be- 
. 104 ebe Seas. Printed at Oxford 1641. IR 
Right of the Church in a-Chriſtian State, p. 107. 
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Books, in the Office of private Baptiſm, the Rubricks are » 
«. Let them that be preſent, call upon God for his Grace, 
& and ſay the Lord's Prayer, if the Time will ſuffer; and 
6c Yen ON E-of them ſhall name the Child, and dip him 
*in the Water, or pour Water upon him, ſaying theſe 
& Words, ——N-— I baptize thee, &c. , 
In the Year 1603. upon a Conference held at Hampron- Wi 
Court, between the Biſhops and ſome of the Puritanica 
Miniſters before King James I. this Rubrick, his ſole 
Authority, was alter d, and no Perſon was permitted toi 
baptize but a /awful Miniſter : But *tis very certain the 
King did not intend, by that Alteration, to nullify the 
Baptiſms of thoſe who had before been baptized by 
Laicks ; much leſs did he infinuate, that all ch Min. 
ſters as wanted Epiſcopal Ordination, were meer Laick / 
and conſequently their Baptiſms null and invalid. No 
he knew better; for then the Baptiſm of the Church off 
Scotland muſt be alſo null, invalid, and of no Effect; and 
conſequently hereby would be condemn'd the Baptiſm ol 
Prince Henry, Prince Charles (afterwards King and Marty 
of Princeſs Elizabeth (the Mother of the Princeſs 2 | 
who, together with her Son the EleHor of Hanover, ani 
his Son alſo the Eleforal Prince, and all the Branches on 
that Royal Family, are all in the ſame ſad Condition ton 
want of Epiſcopal Baptiſm) and of all King James's Chill 
dren, who were every one of them baptized by Prag 

terian Hands, who had only Presbyteriau Ordination. Noi 
tis a very unlikely thing that King James (who was thi 
Man that added the Words, Lawful Miniſter ) ſhou'd inte 
thereby only a Man Epiſcopally Ordain'd, when he knew 
by a near and unavoidable Conſequence, that if thi 
Doctrine were true, none of his own Children were, ii 
could be Chriſtians, unleſs they were rebaptiz'd, whidlf 
he did not allow of, even . de Women had bapriz 
Children. A 
Bur I have this farther to obſerve, That in the Reig 
of King James, and King Charles the Firit, we had mal 
Miniſters from Scotland, France, and the Lou-Countries, wil 
were ordain'd by Presbyters only, and not Biſhops ; ui 
yet, upon ſubſcribing the Articles only, without bei 
reordain'd, they were admitted into Benefices with Cuff. 
and accordingly Baptized the Children of their _ 
at1135 
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Pariſhes, and did all other Offices of the Miniſtry. 


race, From whence it appeats, that ſhe did'not exclude them 
and WWfrom being Leufol Mrmiſter;, nor conſequently 'difanul, 


nd make void the Baptiſms they confer'd.' © 
WW lxpzED in 1661. none were titeem'd Lauſil Miniſters 
f the Church of England, but fuch as were Epiſcopally 


pron- rdain'd: But then the Bapriſms of other Adminiſtrators 
amica Were not pretended to be null, invalid, and of none 
; fole yet. | | "Yb 

ed to Tais appears from their admitting many to the Mini- 
theß gary in the Church of England, Who were baptized only 
y thei by Presbyterian Hands. Now, if they bad not ſuppos'd 
2d by That Baptifm valid, they certainly wou'd not have or- 
Min- ain'd them. For when was it heard either of old or 


tte, that a Man cou'd be ordain'd 2 Minifter, who had 


. 
: 


ot been baptized ? Orders ſuppoſe a Man to be a Chriftian 


ch o 1 Already, but they do not make him one. 
3 an Tux, at the Reſtoration, there muſt undoubtedly be 
{m o nanny Thouſands who had no Baptiſm but what came 


ty rom Perſons Un-epiſcopally Ordain'd, and yet were they 
Sophia ever told by any of the Epiſcopal Clergy, that they were 
„ not Cbriſtians, having not been validly baptized, and 
Wherefore muſt be baptized anew. On the contrary, up- 
on fn their leaving the Way of Separation, they were free- 
ic , admitted to the Sacrament of the LOO and 
e other Ordinances of the Church; which Thing 
Neogbt not to have been done, if they had not been 
bhriſtians. | | N | 


inter AnD even now, is it ever required of the Diſſenters, 
kneifen order to their being received into the Church, that 
if th hey be baptized ? We all know very well, that ſeveral 
ere, f their Miniſters, ard other Perſons, have been admit- 


ad into the publick Miniſtry, who yet never had any 
aptiſm but what came from the Presbyterians : Many 

ore are admitted to the holy Sicrament of the Lord"s- 
ber, are marry'd, and bury'd by the publick Forms; 
muß any of them have been excommunicated and caſt out of 


es, vie Church, which is a Practice ridiculous, ſcandalous, 
sj d almoſt blaſphemous, if they are not Chriſtians : All 
t bei hhheſe Things ſuppoſe them baptized, validly baptized, and 
h Cul lainly ſhew that it is the Senſe of the Clxrch of England, 


at they are Chriſtians. 
+ Bi ; Tu vs, 


' 
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Tus, I think, it appears, that tho' the church of 
England has always retain'd and uſtify'd Epiſcopacy, ſhe 
never made iti ¶ential to a Chriſtian Church, nor null'd 
the Baptiſms of thoſe Churches who want it : No ; theſe 
are Doctrines peculiar to a Set of Men, who carry E 15 


ſpis d, defamed, reviled, made as the Filth of the World, and the 
-ſcouring 7 all Things. The Men whom they accuſe of 
want of Zeal for Epiſcopacy, have not only defended the 
Order it ſelf, but paꝝ d all due Reſpect to the Perſons and Wi 
Autbority of their Bifbops 5 while themſelves have been 
zouring Contempt, upon both, as is evident to the Ob- 
[ervation of the whole Nation. | 
Fon their Perſons, they have treated them with moſt Wi 
ſcandalous Reflections and Miſrepreſentations; and ſo 
far has the Humour prevail'd, that a Man can ſcarce paſs 
for a true Church-man among em, who does not give in- 
to it. This Church is bleſs'd with . Prelates, that chal- Wl 
lenge our Efteem and Love upon other Accounts, befides 
that of their Function, and reflect a new Luſtre u on the 
Character with which they are jhondur'd; and yet if 
they do not, in all Things, fall in with the Humour of 
theſe Men; they neither in their Converſation or, Wri- Wl 
tings, allow them the leaſt Degree of that Reſpe& they 
ſo eminently deſerve. But I would ask them, How it 
comes to be thought a Piece of Service to the Church, to 
declaim ſo {pitefully againſt the Biſhops of it? Is not this 
the Way to bring Contempt on the very Order, with * 
injudicious People, who are by much, the largeſt Part WM 
of Mankind? How comes it, that hardly any Name is 1 
thought bad enough for learned, venerable, meek and hum. F | 
ble Men, who will ſhine in our Britih Annals in After. 
Ages, as the greateſt Ornaments of our Chnrch, when 
it ſhall not be ſo much as known that ſuch Men as theſe 
were born? How can ſuch Men anſwer ſuch Prafices to 
God and Men, who glory in the Title of her genuine Son 
(as if all others were Baſtards), and think it a great Indig- 
nity to be rank'd among thoſe of an inferior Species, as the 
poor deſpis'd Low-Church-men are thought to be? 
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Ing and often as they pleaſe ; adjourn them 
Weir own Authority, and by no other; begin what 
4 puſineſs they Peng, and not only to choole their own 
WE ommittees, | 

ommittees by the Authority of any other Perſon ot 
ouſe; excuſe Abſence, receive Proxies, judge of Ele- 
ons, cenfure their own Members, and do all other 


The Principles of the Low. Church. men. 2r 
Bur they have gone farther ; they have not only fbl- 


oed theit bau; with Calumny and Contempt; but have 
iregarded, anc 

lands, one main Part of their Epiſcopal Authority, The 
onſtitution of the Church of England, is the ſame that 
as been the Conſtitytion of the .Catholick Church, ever 
Ice the Apoſtolick 0 | 

Whentick Records of the Church; i. e. The Government 
f che Church is in Biſhops, with Presbyters and Deacons 
Inder them. Ours is a National Church, and divided 
to two Provinces ; each Province hath a Metropolitan 
ith a ſuperior Juriſdiction over all the Biſhops an 
lergy of his Province, which he eſpecially exerciſes (in 
Su bord: 

Wing in Synods, which neceflarily carries with it the 
Wuthority of Continuations or Prorogations. This is the 
onſtitution of the Church of England; and yet nothing 
n be plainer, than that theſe very Men, who ſet up 
r che greateſt Advocates for Epiſcopacy, do evident! 
about to deſtroy it. The Presbyters of the lower Hou 
., in their late Diſputes, claim a co-ordinate Power 


even endeavour'd to wreſt out of their 


ge, or as long as we have any au- 


ination to the civil Power) in convening and pre- 


4 


ith the Biſhops in the «pper Houſe, viz. A full Power 
d Authority of acting within themſelves, without de- 


ending on the Commands and Directions of a ſupetior | 


ouſe ; to chooſe their own Time of 3 ; fit Li 
elves by 


ut when they pleaſe, refuſe to chooſe 


&s which uſe to be done by the ſole Authority of a 


ouſe, which is its own Maſſer and Judge. That this 


ual and co-ordinate Power in the ſupream Acts of Le- 


3z 2 is what tlfrey claim, none can be ignorant of, 
theſe 


o are acquainted with their Books; and yet they 
emſelves do and muſt own, that there never was a 


iſtinct Synod of Presbyters, much leſs a co-ordinate 


ouſe of meer Presbyters, in any other Epiſcopal Church 
the World, and can never ſhew when the Church of 


gland broke of from the Catholick Church, and re- 


pounceed 
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Epiß. Diſ- than ſuch Uncharitableneſs. It is ſtrange 


23. The Principles of tb Low- Church. men. 
nounced the Metropolitical and Epiſcopal Authority. From 
hence it appears what rare. Advocates theſe Men are for 
ae and how happily qualify'd to charge other 
Men with Want of Zeal for it, when themſelves are 
openly oppoRing the eſſential Conſtitution of an Epiſco- 
pal Church, as the Church of England is, and *tis hop'd, 
will ever continue. Whatever they may imagine, it 
ſeems a much better Evidence of Mens Affection for 
Epiſcopacy, modeſtly to defend the Order, and conſcien- 
tiouſſy ſubmit to the Authority of their Biſhops, than 
to expreſs oy moſt flaming Zeal in the World for the 
ane, and inſolently to treat and diſregard the other. 7 
Bur I have done with thefe Men, and this Argument, 
when I have defir'd the Reader to conſider n 1 
he enjoys, in being a Member of a Church, which ſup- 
ports and juſtifies the Primitive Form of Government, 
upon the Principles of Peace and Love. Whatever par: 
ticular Men may do, the Church it ſelf no where pre- 
tends to ynchurch thoſe Churches that are differently 
model'd ; or to fay, their Sacraments are null, or their 
x Souls mortal. * Nothing cou'd ſcarce be 
*Dodwell's a greater Objection againſt our Church, Wl 


courſe. the worſt Part of Popery (as it has gene- 
| rally been reckoned) ſhould be made the 
beſt Evidence of a true Church man; that is, The damning 
all who are wirhout our Pale. Chriſtians (ſays the moit 
Reverend Arch-Biſhop Tiſlotſon) f“ ſhould 
+ Tillot- be ſo far from leſſening the Number of 
ſon's Sermons, true Chriſtians, and from confining the 
Folio, Vol. I. © Churchof Carisr withinanarrow Com- 
p. 364. « paſs, ſo as to exclude out of its Commu- 
« nionthe far greateſt Part of the Profeflars WM 
ce of Chriſtianity ; that on the contrary we ſhould en- 
large the Kingdom of Curisr as much as we can, 
« and extend our Charity to all Churches and Chriſtians M 
„of what Denomination ſoever, as far as Regard to 
„ Truth, and the Foundations of the Chriſtian Reli: 
* gion will permit us to believe and hope well of them; 
* and ſhould rather be contented to err a little on the 
© favourable and charitable, than on the miſtaken, on 
« the cenſorious and damning Side.“ It is the | 
ind 
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rom rind & Tncloſure, to confine Salvation to a Party; and 
e for ne vileſt Uncharitableneſs, to make all without us, like 
ther Ihe Mounrdins of Gilboa, upon which no Dews, no Drops 
are k Rain, no Showers of Grace can fall. This never was, 
iſco nd, I truſt, never will be the Spirir of the Church of 
5p'd, gland, however a N of Men, who afſume that 
e, it ame to themſelves (excluſive of all others) may make 
| for Wt theirs. | 
cien- | X FO 
than SECT. III. Auother Inſtance which I gave of the 


Difference between thoſe call'd Low-Church-men, and 
the contrary, was, that They do not believe rhe Abſolution 


* the 


xent, | of « Prieſt, ic neceſſary in Order to the Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
neſs | 

{up- I BxLizvs ſome will wonder I mention this, as affirm'd 
cnt, by Proteſtants, ſuppoſing it a Doctrine peculiar to Papiſts : 


But tis too evident, that this Principle; as popiſb as it ts; 


ar- 
155 is not onl yay zealouſly propagated, by many who 
ntly wou'd be thought to have much Zeal for the Church of 
heit Exgland, but is made one of their Marks or Criterions 
e be of a Man's Affection to it. | 
rch, 8 is plain, this Doctrine has not been commonly 
ange taught by any Sort of Proteſtants, nor by thoſe of the 
ene- Church of England in particular: Which the great Pro- 
the moter of this, and £7 new and ſtrange Doctrines, ſeems 
ning very well aware of, when he ſays, It | 
nol WF © is what indeed the People had very fſel- *gret's Ser- 
»uld i © dom, but ſhould frequently have heard mon of Re- 
r of WW © from their Paſtors 2 Miniſters, whoſe miſſion. 

the 1 te Duty it is, to declare all the Council of 
om- Cod, and to keep back nothing that 75 profitable for them : 
mu- And ſure nothing can be more profitable for 'em, than 
ars do teach them where, and hot, and from whom they are 
en- to receive Remiſſon of their Sus. | | 
can, i Tr1s he very plainly tells us, we are to come to the 
ans I; for, who is inveſted by Curisr with Authority to 
| of diſpenſe it, with as full and plenary Authority as He Him- 
dell, ſelf, as Head of the Church, is poſſeſs'd of, ot exercis'd 
em; on Earth. * He ſays further, That at the , P 
the WF Time that Cnrrsr's Miniſters pronounce 8e 35. 


Ablolution to the Penitent, he himſelf does then (and 
not before, as he afterwards tells us) actually 1 
them. 


„on 
-orlt 


Kind 


4 The Princjgyes of theLow-Church-men. 
them. So that tis not ſufficient, in Order to Forgive, 
gels of Sins, that we repent and believe the Gaipel 

anleſs we alſo e Prieſt for that Abſolution, 
which Gop hat er d him to diſpenſe. For he adds; 
« To abſtain from the Pollutions of the World; and to 
« pray to Gop. never ſo heartily; and to have the firmel} 
& Faith in our Lord JESUS CnRISr, is not fuffieient to 
& procure our ACTUAL Pardon; it only pal us to 
« receive it of thoſe, to whom he has given Power on 
9 Earth to remit Sins by Abſolution. And therefore he 
Fe poſitively affirms; ere is no reaſonable Ground to 
& think, that they can attain to Remiſſion of Sins, how- 
« eyer penitent they be, who negle& this Abſolution 
* Pave . © Of the Prieſt, where it may be had. 
1 N. The Author of this Doctrine ſeems ve- 
ry angry that it is call'd Popery, and therefore let him 
End another Name for it, if he know any that will ft 
it as well: But J beg he would not put it upon us, 28 
the Doctrine of the Church of England, becauſe tis direct. 
Iy oppoſite to the Goſpel of CayR18T ; which no where 
requires any Thing of Chriſtians, in Order to Remiſſion 
of Sins, but Repentange from dead Works, and Newnmeſs of 
Le. And therefore I do much admire he ſhould take 
on him to make new Terms of Salvation; which in 
it. Pauls Words, is Preaching another Go l. And I fear 
he will find that of far more fatal Conſequence than 
neglecting Abſo/ution. 2 e 1 
_ And yet it ſignifies not much whether the Doctor's 
Doctrine be Popery or not; fince tis certain tis no more 
the Doctrine of the Church bf England, than of Carr 
and his Apoſtles ; as is evident from the Teſtimony of 
the Learned and excellent Biſhop Jewell, in his Apology 
for the Church of England. A Book deſervedly famous 
throughout the whole Chriſtian World, being publiſh'd 
during the very Time of the laſt Meeting of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, where (as the Writer of his Life tells us) 
it was read, and ſeriouſly conſidered, and great 'Threats 
made that it ſhould be anſwered ; and accordingly two 
learned Biſhops, one a Spaniard, and the other an Italian, 
undertook that Task, but neither of them did any 
Thing in it. It afterwards ſpread into all the Countries 
f Earope, and was much applauded in France, * 
* 


9 


e. rer. men. 


e will in, ike Manner bind or looſe, 
eaven. Ky with which theſe 


a e 0 0 it or open che K om of Heaven, 


Ry *. 05 


A e tay With St. . Chry Mom, is e Knowledge of the 
15 935 J ith. Terra ian, is The Interpr 241 7 the 
4 Law; and w h Euſzbius, is The Word 4.6 We fay 
5 e Diſeip . 0 Crier receĩv'd this gore from 


im, not 7 ht hear the private Confeſſi 
* ons of the 2b ple, \ and catch their whiſpering Mur- 
« Fours as 2 popiſ rieſts now do (and ſome other; 
te ould fam ing) 3. and that in ſuch a Manner as if 
« al th Force — Vie of the Keys conſiſted only in 

3. but, that they might go, and EN and Fs 

« Tit "be Go . t f o they might be a Savour of 
« Life unto Life to them — did believe; and that 
10 they might be alſo a Savour of Death unto Death to 
&© thoſe that did not believe; that the Minds of the pi- 
« ous, who were affrighted with the Senſe of chri 
« former Lives and Errors, after they beheld the Light 
« of the Goſpel, and believed in Caz1sr, might be 
% opened by the Word of Gop, as Doors are with 2 . 
10 4 And that the wicked and ſtubborn, who would WF . 
&« not Leleive and turn into the Way, might be left, ſhut i 
« up, and locked, and as St. Paul expreſſeth it, wax 
« worſe and worſe ; Thi we take to be the Meaning off . 
« the Keys, and that in tha Manner the Conſciences of 
« Men are either bound or looſed. 

And this, I am ſure, is a very different Account of 
this Matter, from what is given by Dr. Brett, and ſome 
of the modern Teachers of Abſolution. 

Tux Dr. indeed ſays in his Preface; That he has taught 


no other Doctrine but what is to be met with in the lie 
Writings of many of our moſt eminent Divines; 11 
among others he names Biſhop Baily, Author of 8. al 

Praflice of Piety. Now tis ve 1 that this Biſhop his 
does a Abſolution to ft and dying Perſons, a Por 
2 Thing uſeful an expedient: But then he not only I 
differs from the Dr. in the main Point, in that he doe 7! 
pot contend for the Necefity of it, but which is worſe for ©<:" 
bim, he will not allow ſuch as he is, to have any Au. wy 
thority to pronounce Abſolution, The Dr. is one of thoſ 8 


who are not content with the Titles the Scriptures git « a; 
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Character of | | 


ſpeaks in t * 
60 * of God's Kew 


« properl pes 8 — or * 
6c 55 Get of er 21 1 To 7 Ts 


* Jud s, : 79981 er 
be is there any real ng but — — 2 Neither 1s 
chere any yo of 1 Prieſthood to he now accom- 
n 1608 © pliſh'd on Earth, but that whichthe f 1 lleth in * 
ut ven by intercee ing 7 — us. Seeing therefore 2 5 
4 « never ordained any Order of Sacri ing 25 that 
« Popiſh Prieſts — the Name of Miniſters of the 
a © Goſpel, to whom only Chu ist committed his Keys 3 
« 1t neceflarily "4 That no Popiſh Priefts {rnd 
of © conſequently no Proteſtant ones, that make the 
nels Pretentions to a Sacrificing Prieſtbood) can truly either 
% Excommunicate or Abſolve any Sinner, or have any law- 
-ht « ful Right to meddle with Cnzisr's Keys.” I be- 
lieve Dr. Brett will ſcarce produce this Author any more, 
to vouch his new Doctrines; for he has depriv'd him of 
all his darling Notions at once, in this Para ragraph 5 - of 
his proper Prieſthood, and proper Sacrifice ; as well as his 


Power of Abſolution. 
I SHovLD not have taken ſo much Notice of this Ser- 


mon, had it not been laid before the Lozer Houſe of Conve- 
cation, who not only refus'd to cenſurethe Doctrine con- 
tain'd in it, but have given the World very great Reaſon 
to believe, that they themſel ves concur with the Author, 
from what a co ble Member faid, viz. © That 


* as to the Power of the Church and Clergy, in the 
E 2 * Ab'o- 
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* the Church had done. Beſides, that tis very well 


4e Apſolütion of dinner, Dr, Beer Had carried that Do- 
4 Erine no higher than the Liturgy, and other Acts of 


known, the far 1 Part of thoſe who wou'd be 
eſteem'd the moſt zealous for the Church, ate profeſſedly 
for the Doctrine, tho* many of em blame rhe Doctor 
indiſcreet and incautious Way of declaring it. | 
Now to fupport their Opinion, they produce a Paſſage 
or two from the New Teſtament, and the publick Li. 
turgy.: By the one, they would prove it the Doctrine of 
the Scriptures, and by the other, the Doctrine of the 
Church of Exgland. © 
Tax main Text on which they rely, is Joh» xx. 21, 
22, 23. Then Jeſus ſaid unto them again, Peace be unto yon: 
"as my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And when be 
bad ſaid this, he breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, Re- 
beide ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſe foever Sins ye remit, they are re. 
re. unto them; and whoſe ſotver Sins ye retain, they are re- 
rained.” i wy 8 


+- Now 'tis not improbable that this was only a perſonal 


Thing, given to the Apoſtles with that miraculous Effu- 
ion of the Holy Ghoſt; with which ſuch a Diſcerning of Ml ch 
Spirits was communicated, that they could diſcern the ¶ ca 
Sincerity of thoſe on whom they exercis'd this Power. Ml {© 
© WES. os By this St. Peter diſcover'd the Sin off T 
* Abts v. 53. Ananias and Saphira *; and he alſo ſaw that ;; 
Ich. viii. 23. Simon Magus was in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and an 
* ttzhe Bond of Iniguity f. | pr 
Tur this Gift of diſcerning Spirits was beſtow'd upon Si 
the Apoſtles, is very plain from many Paſſages of Scrip- th 
ture, and perhaps was intended to be communicated by Si. 
n our bleſſed Saviour, when he breathed o BI 
* John xx. 22. them, and ſaid unto them, * Receive the Hoh m 
S Ghoſt. Whereby, as Dr. Brert tells us, he th 
furniſh'd them with Ability or Capacity to execute thai {© 
Power or Authority which he had given them. But ti th 
obſervable, that when the Doctor comes to ſhew, tha. c 
the Biſbops and their Presbyters have now the ſame Power 
that the Apaſtles had, and the Uſefulneſs of that ſame th: 
Power; he ſays not one Word of the Clergy's having an 
now alſo the ſame Ability or Capacity to execute thai hi: 
Power : Whereas the ſame Power requires the ſame Capacity nic 
2 OR NE * 


he. and 
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it muſt be ſuppos'd they are convey'd together, or 
_ neither of 22 convey d at all. 90 that ſince upon 
this miraculous Gift of knowing the Secrets of Mens 
Hearts, did depend the Power of remitting or retaining 
Sins in an authoritative Manner; (for they who had the 
Privilege of knowing Mens Hearts, might do this upon 
certain Grounds, and were {ſecure from Miſtake in the 
Exerciſe of this Power upon particular Perſons.) And 
fince the Miniſters of the Church are not now poſſeſs'd of 
that Power, it ſeems reaſonable to conclude, that the 
Words of our Saviour, relate only to that extraordinary 
and miraculous Authority, which was given to the Apo- 
Mes, and to them only, and cannot be extended to any 

other. | 

Axp yet ſome think, that what our Saviour ſays to his 
Apoſtles, belongs alſo to all the Miniſters of his Church 
to the World's End; who are thereby impower'd in a 
Miniſterial Manner to Retain and Remit the Sins of Men; 
that is, to adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, by which Chriſt has promis'd to remit 
Fu- the Sins of penitent Receivers, and to declare to Men 
of WF the Goſpel· Terms of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, and alſo to 


the caft out of the Church by Excommunication, ſuch Per- 
er. ſons as walk diſorderly, and unworthy of their Profeſſion. 
* The former is called Remitting of Sins, becauſe the Church 
hat 


is the only Place where Chriſt has engag'd to diſpence it, 
and the Sacraments are the Channels y which he has 
promis'd to convey it : The latter is call'd retaining of 
Sins, becauſe when Men are regularly, and agreeably to 
the Goſpel Rule, caſt out of the Chriſtian Church, their 
Sins are bound upon them, and they have no Title to the 
Bleſſings of the New Covenant, the chief of which is Re- 
miſſion of Sins. But then it is to be remembred, that as 
the Power of pardoning and retaining is only declaratory, 
ſo all the Exerciſes of it, are then only effectual, when 
the Declarations of the Pardon are made agreeable to the 
Conditions of the Goſpel. | 

Axp thus much is granted by the Church of Rome; 
that if the Prieſt be miftaken in the Uſe of the Keys, 
and gives Abſolution to one that is not truly penitent, 
his Sins are not remitted ; or if a Perſon be excommu- 


nicated that is not truly guilty, his Sins are not re- 
tained, Ber 
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Bor Proteſtapts go farther, and do not only make a mi. 
ſtaken Abſolution or Excammunjcatiop void in it ſelf; 
but they do not make Abſolution of the Prieſt at all ne 
ceſſary to the Forgiveneſs of Sins ; unleſs in caſe a Per 
Jon has been, for heinous Offences, excluded the Society 
of Chriſtians : Then indeed, the Church has undoubr- 
edly Authority ta remit the Sins of the Penitent, as they 
are Matters of Scandal and Offence, and ſhou'd receive 
him into her Communion again, whereby he's intitled to 
the Bleſſings of which he was depriv'd, by being caſt 
out of it. And tis very probable, that the Authorirarine 
Form of Abſolution, now ſo much cantended for, was 
firſt introduc'd into Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to take off ſome 
diſabling Sentence before paſs'd by an Eccleſiaſtical 
Judge it ſeeming very natural to uſe Judiciary Wards, 
an tcking of, what he had before laid ow by ſuch 


Words. & | | 1 p of 
Bur tis ſaid, that in our Office for the Viſitation of th i; 
Hal, there is an Authoritative Form of Abſolution : And in; 
this is very true. But then, it is as true that this Form a: 
is no Argument in the World that the Church eſteem BU 
Abſolution neceſſary to Pardon of Sin. It is very probable vi 
this Form was left there in Hope of bringing many ſu Ch 
perſtitious Perſons to conform, who perhaps would have the 
.adher'd to the diſcarded Romiſb Prieſt, if thoſe of the mu 
Eftabliſh'd Church had been deftitute of Power ſo to ind 
Abſolve. And 'tis evident, that this was done rather for th Me: 
Satisfaction of the Scrupulous, than from any ApPreven the 
fion of the Neceſſity of it to the Forgiveneſs of Sins I 
and the Salvation of the Penitent ; becauſe. the Chur Nec 
Aoes not require a foxmal Abſolution to Hof 8. 
Rubtick. given to the dying Perſon, unleſs he hin thin 


ſelf do defire it. But certainly, if the) 
had thought it, in any Degree, neceſſary to Forgive 
neſs, they would have enjoyn d the Prieſt to give | 
to every one whom he judg'd penitent, whether he de 
fir'd it, or not, | + 2 


Tur this Authoritative Form was plac'd in che Offic 
rather for the Satisfaction of the Scrupulous, than fron 
any Neceſſity which our Reformers apprehended there u- 
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of ſuch Adſblutidn; # evident from Biſkop p 


« As touching Confeſſion, I tell you, that 228. 

« they that can be content with the geweral eilt 
« Ab{olurion which evety Miniſter of God's Word gi- 
« yerh in his Sermons, when he ceth, that all 
« that be fotry for their Sins, and believe in Cunren, 
« ſeek EP and Remedy Him, and afterward intend 


« all thoſe that be fo minded, ſhall have Remiſſion of 
« their Sins. Now, I ſay, they that can be content 
« with this general Abſolution, it is well; but they 
« that are not ſatisfied with it, they may go to ſome godly 
« learned Miniſter, which is able to inſtruct and com- 
« fort them with the Word of God, and to miniſter the 
« ſame unto them to the Contentation and Quieting of 
« their Conſciences. | | | 

'T'rs farther pretended in Juſtification of the Neceſſity 
of Abſolution, that in our Office of Ordination, the Prieſt 
is inveſted with a Power to forgive Sins, the Biſhop ſay- 
ing to the Perſon ordiin'd, Whoſe Sins thou doſt remit, they 
are remitted ; and whoſe Sins thou doft retain, they are retained. 
But we are to underſtand by this, only that they have by 
Virtue of their Office; a Power to admit Perſons into the 
Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm, in which is ſeal'd to them 
the Remiſſion of Sins; ànd to caſt them out of the Com- 
munion of the Chriſtian Church by Excommunication, 
and the Cenſures of it; and an Authority to declare to 
Men the Terms of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, according to 
the Covenant of Grace. F 
I Horx it is plain from what I have ſaid, That the 
Neceſſity of Abſolution by a Prieſt, in order to Remiſſion 
of Sins, is rio more the Doctrine of the Church of England; 
than of the Holy Scriptures. And ſo I leave it, and paſs 
to the next Point, in which the Lou. Church amen are diſtin- 
gui ſh'd from the High ; namely, 0 


SECT. IV. They do not believe the Sacrament of th4 


Lord's Supper % a true and proper Sacrifice, or propitiatory 
Oblation. 


Furs is #DoQrine which has been induſtriou fly red. . 
© 


31 
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« to amend their Lives; and avoid Sin and Wickedneſs ; 


i; 
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bf late, but more · eſpecially by Newjierors, and Perſons 
di affected to our preſent Eſtabliſliment. There is ſcarce 
any Doctrine ſo abſurd, but if ſonie Men think fit to pro 
mote it, they will pretend tis the Doctrine of the Church 
of Englayd. This Notion is certainly as far as any thing 
tan be; from receiving any Countenance from the Church 
of Exglaud, and yet they can ſee ſeveral 'Things in Fayour 
of it. They own, indeed, the Office for the Communion is 
not ſo well adapted to it, as they cou'd wiſh ; and there. 
fore, as violent as they are againſt Alterations on other Ac. 
counts, they ſeem to wiſh, a few tfiight be made on thx, 
— think it very proper to add a ſhort Collect, wherein 
the Prieſt ſhould offer up to Almighty Gop the conſe: 
rated Bread and Wane, as a Sacrifice for the Sins of the 
Communicants: And Dr. Hicks, for the 
 ®Prefacetotwo more * modiſh and polite receiving it, is 
Treatiſes, pag. for introducing a Side-Board, or Beaufet, to 
33. 34, 55- put the Elements on, before they are pla- 
$05 ced on the Communion-Table. He is 
alſo for altering the Diſpoſition of ſome of the Prayer 
in the Communton-Service, and wiſhes, that ſome other 
3 Prayers Tight, by Addition of Alteration, Bl 
* [bid 239. be appointed, 5 which the Prieſt alone Wi 
might put up for the People. And we 
have lately had a Pamphlet publiſh'd to recommend the 
Reſtoring the obſolete Cuſtom, of mixing Water with the 
Wine in the Communion, the Propitiatory Sacrifice, and 
even Prayers for the Dead, under Pretence of a nearer Con- 
formity to the Primitive Church ; but really, if not to 
bring us quite to the Church of Rome, yet as near it as 
is poſſible, with a Saving to their Own Sovereign Dominion, 
And the Truth 1s, as far as the Church of England is from 
teaching the Sacrament is a = (ol Sacrifice, theſe Men by 
the good Husbanding of thele Alterations, might quickly 
bring her to downri he lehne, N 17 2 
And'tis indeed evident, if theſe Men ineanany thing, the 
: mean little leſs. The moſt "five and vio- 
Dr. Brett. lent Corrupter of our Faith and Poctrine, 
tells us, That by Divine Appointment, the 
*ChriſtianAl- Sacrament of the * — being offer d, ac- 
far andSacrif. cording to the Inſtitution, becomes propitiatory, 


5. 56; thas 4, renters God good and gracious to us, and 
Ie 
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frocures, bis Pardon. and Favoxr. And again, 4 

+ HM fa fe ee pred, F Pag. 296 
„ procure and convey the Pardon of all Sins 

and Tramſgraſſons.—— If he means by this Sacrament's 
procurings Only peers i. Pardon of Sin, he fays no- 
ur thing but what may be ſaid of Bapriſm, amt what he ſays 
; i WY of Again. But if he means, that thereby Gop is ven- 
dred propitious by an Atone ment made to his Juſtice, for 
de Sins of the Communicants, be is more abiurd than 
„, che 4% % themſelves ; for they ſuppoſe the Body and 
Blood of Cargo to be really preſent in the Sacrament, 


fo. and he o], the Bread and Mine are only a Repreſentation 
he BY of them. Now, can the Doctor ſhew any Text of Scri 


ture that ſays, Gop will be reconciled to Sinners on the 
Account of uch Sacrifices ? Even under the Law (the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrews lays) without ſhedtling of Blood there 
u 0 Remifſon. And (to bring this Matter to a Point) 
the Blood of CRIST was ſhed to obtain Remiſſion of 
Sins, and therefore there remaineth no move Sacrifice: for 


them. | 
Bur if Gop have inſtituted this Sacrament on purpoſe 
to be a proper Sacrifice and Propitiatien for the Sins of Men, 


100 Mall we _— againſt the Efficacy of it for that Pur» 
the oſe? No; but when a Doctrine ſeems ſo contrary to holy 
the criprure, and ſo evidently to contradict the whole Oe- 
nd my of Man's Salvation by JIx sus CRRISH, we ought 


> be very ſure that there is ſuch an Inſtitution. I think 
he Doctor does not pretend to prove this expreſly, by more 
han one Argument, and even there he begs the Que- 
tion. He ſays, that when our Saviour. 


id his Diſciples *d this in Remembrance La vi. 19. 
by. — 1 they — — 

1 ws Sacrifice, or Oblation f: Where he ſu I 
* Doles ChRASH made a proper Sacrifice 87 PR, .. 
hey Mblasion Himielf, which is more than he bas, os carr 


ake good. Indeed, he ſays, that the Word Do, is fre- 
vently- us'd in the Scriptures to ſignify the- offering 2 


11 acrifice, as Lev. iv. 20. He ſpuli do with the Bullock,, & he 
Ws cb che Builack for e Sin-Gfering ; ſo Dail be do with thes. 


t then he knows that the plain Engliſh of Doing, is 
de performing, any. thing ; — therefore, unleſs. he had 
ov d that ous Saviour e he neee 
| a 8 


* 
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his commanding us to do 45 be bas done, that we mult ft. 
crifice:. But, as it happens, our Saviour Himſelf has told 
us what we are to do, i. . The Miniſters of the Goſptl 

are to take Bread and Wine, which they are to bleſs, or 

ſet apart for that holy Uſe, and they are to diſtribute, and 
the People are to Eat and Drink it, in Remembrance of Him, 
Here's not one Word of a Sacrifice: And I can't imagine 
"how the Doctor came by his Notion, unleſs he borrow'{ 
it from the Papiſts, who indeed are before-hand with him 
in it. Harpsfield in his Conference with Bradford the Mar. 
tyr, to prove the Popiſo Sacrifice was inſtituted by CHRI51 
tells him, that Hoc facite, telleth plainly the mat of the 
C̃hbarch. To whom the Martyr replies moſt 
* Fox's Mar- excellently, * You confound Sacrifices, 
tyr. p. 1466. „not diſcerning betwixt the Sacrifice of 
* the Church, and for the Church. The 


— 
8 
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4 Sacrifice of the Church is no Propitiatory Sacrifice, but t 
** a Gratulatory Sacrifice. And as for Hoc facite, it is not d 
« 'referr d to any Sacrificing, but to the whole Action offi * 
«© Taking and Eating, &c. ” | | n 
Bur this is not the onſy Time the Doctor ſides with 2 
Papiſt, againſt a Protęſtant Martyr. At p. 22. of his Sermon 1 
the Reader may find him declaring for an «»bloody Sacrii © 
fice, inſtituted by Gop, inſtead of the many bloody Sx A 
crifices of the Law. Now, hear Biſhop RIA, whole © 
Words I the rather take Notice of, becauſe the Doctor in * 
his Preface pretends to ſay, that He owns the Sacrament 
to be a true and proper Sacrifice, In Anſwer to a Propo- by 
fition made to him by the Popiſþ Commiſſioners, he produf ©? 
ces ſeveral Texts againſt the Sacrifice of th 
* [bid.p. 1314. Maſs ; and then adds, *“ I know that all ＋. 
&« theſe Places of the Scripture are avoided 
« by two manner of ſubtile Shifts; the one is by the we 
& Diſtinction of the bloody and unbloody Sacrifice, as tho b 
our unbloody Sacrifice of the Church were any other © 
* than a Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, than ai ** © 
* Commemoration, a ſhewing forth, and a Sacramentalif : 
„ Repreſentation of that only bloody Sacrifice offer'd 175 
up once for all. The other is, by depraving and Pa 
„ wreſting the Sayings of the Ancient Fathers unto ſuch — 
* a ſtrange kind of Senſe as the Fathers themſelves inn N 
« deed never meant; for what the Meaning of the FE. 
„then 1 
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« thers was, it is evident by that which Auguſtine writeth 
« in his Epiſtle to "Boniface, and in the 83d Chapter of 
© his 9th Book againſt Fauftus the Manichee, beſides ma- 
ny. other Places; likewiſe by Euſebius, Emiſene, Cyprian, 
© Chryſoſtom, Fulgentius, Bertram and others, which do 
« wholly concord and agree together in this Unity of the 
„ Lord, that --— the whole Subltance' of: our Sacrifice 
a © which is frequented of the Church, in the Lord's-SU 
per, conſi ſteth in Prayers, Praiſe, and giying of Thanks, 
and in the remembring and ſhewing forth of that Sa- 
ccrifice once offer d upon the Altar of the Croſs: That 
the ſame might continually be had in Reverence by 
Myſtery, which once only, and no mote, was offer'd 
for the Price of our Redemption. 
Tux ſame holy Martyr, in another Place, ſays, „That 
tho' Improperly, Figuratively, and Sacrameutally the Lor 
Supper may be called a Sacrifice (as being the Sacra- 
ment of the lively Sacrifice) © yet that properly, and 
without a Figure, there is ane only Sacrifice, and that 
once offered upon the Altar of the Crois-. Again 
It is evident, there is but o Oblation, and one true 
and lively Sacrifice of the Church offtr'd upon the 
Altar of the Croſs; which was, is, and ſhall for. 
ever be the Propitiation of the Sins of the whole 
World. 7 187 Dealer 521 06 1110 
« CurisrT (ſays he * again) as St. Haul * Fox, p. 1599. 
writeth, made one perfect Sacrifice far 
the Sins of the whole World; neither can any Man 
reiterate that Sacrifiee of his; and yet is the Commu- 
nion an acceptable Sacrifice to God, of Praiſe; and 
Thankſgiving ;-but to ſay, that thereby Sins are taken 
away, (i. e. To fay it is a propitiatory Sacrifice) which 
wholly and perfectly was done by CRIST's Paſſion, 
of the which the Communion is only a Memory, that 
is a great Derogation of the Merits of CHRISTH S Paſit» . 
on; for the Sacrament was inſtituted, that we recerv- 
ing it, and thereby recognizing and remembring 
his Paſſion, ſhould be Partakers of the Merits of the 
ſame, For otherwiſe (i. e. If it be made a- propiti- 
atory Sacrifice or Oblation) doth this Sacrament take 
upon it the Office of Cazisr's: Paſſion, whereby it 
might follow, that Canisr died in vain. ? 

| F 2 Wiru 
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36 . 
Win him concute Gramer,- wh Hays 

ebener „ Whoever ſhall ſeek any other Sacrifice 
© propitiarory for Sin, 8 Sacrifice 

40 4 C naler of no Validity, Force, or Efficacy. He 
indeed ſpeaks of the Sacrifices of 'Thankfgrymg, of 
1 — of confefling his Name, of true Amendment, 
epentance, of Mercifulneſs towards our Neighbours, 
12 Works of Charity ; but ever contends, there 


proper, and propitiatory Sacriftce. 
Ap yet more plainly in firs Book 2bout 


* the Sacrament, where he ſays, * „ The Wil © 
Cranmer on | ke cps Blaſphemy and Py that can 
he Sneranent, - ainſt Cax187, and yet is unver- 


and Anſwer to « ally cris d thro' the iſh Ki 
Biſhop Gardi- 4 dom, —— That the Nia nake cher 
n. * Mais a Sacrifice · Propitiatory, to remit 
, x, the Sins, as well of themſel ves as others 
« * Ferch they have taken upon them to be Canier' 
. Succeſiors, and to make ſuch an Oblation and Sacrifice, 
4+ as never Creature made, but Canter alone ; meicherff 
made be the fame any more than once, and "that wal 
« by his Deach upon the Croſs. ” And when he come 
afreriards to explain the trut᷑ Nature of the Bacrainen! 
in chis reſpect, ha tells us: One Kind of Sacrifice 
« there is, which is called a Propitiatory or Merciful 8 
6“ criſce; that is to ſay, fach a Sacrifice as zaeth 
„ Gop's Wrath and Indignation, and obtaineth Merc; 
« and Forgiveneſs for all our Sins, and is the Rawſon 
for our Redemption from everlaſting Damnation 
« which is the Death of the 86n of Ges, our: Lot 
+ Jzzus CnrisT, nor ever was chere any other Sacrife 
* Propitiatory at any Time, nor ever ſhall } 
„% Another kind of Sacrife there je, which 40 not 
4 concile us to God, but is made of them that be 
* concil'd by Ona sr, to reftify our Dutié t unte Gor 
© and to ſhew our {elves Thankful ante Him; n 
therefore they be call d Sacrifices of Laud, and Prailt 
and Thanklgieing. The firft kind of Sucriſtet Cx U 
« offered unta Go for us; the ſecond we our (elit 
„offer unto Gon by CRU By the fieſt kind of 4 
« crifice, Cas has alſo offered us unto” his Father 
and by the ſrcond, we offer our ſelves and all chat) 


% hy 


th 
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ys 4 -have unto Him and his Father And if only the 
ce « Death of Canxisr be the Oblation, Sacrifice and Price, 
ce „ wherefore our Sins be pardoned, then the Act and 
« Miniftration of the Prieſt, cannot have the ſame Office. 
« Wherefore tis an abominable Blaſphemy to give that 
« Office or Dignity to a Prieſt, which pertaineth only 
% to CHRIST, or to affirm, that the Church hath need 
« of any ſuch Sacrifice z as who ſhould ſay, that CRIST S 
« Sacrifice was not ſufficient for the Remiſſion of our 
« Sins, or elſe that his Sacrifice ſhould hang upon the 
« Sacrifice of a Prieſt. But all ſuch Prieſts as pretend 
„to be CHRIST's Succeſſors in making a Sacrifice of 
« Him, they be his moſt heinous and horrible Adverſa- 
« ries. For no other Perſon made a Sacrifice of CHMIST, 
« but He Himſelf only. And whereas the Papiſts ga- 
ther a great Heap of Authors, that call the Maſs, or h 
Communion, a Sacrifice, he tells us, It was not be« 
« cauſe it taketh away the Sin, but becauſe the holy 
« Communion was ordain'd by CuRISH to put us in Re- 
e membrance of the Sacrifice e by Him upon the Croſs; 
« for that Cauſe it beareth the Name of a Sacrifice. 
« "Thus St. Auguſtine De Civitate Dei, That which Men call x 
« Sacrifice, ; a Sign or Repreſentation of a Sacrifice. He con- 
« firms the ſame from the Maſter of rhe Sputences (whoſe 
Words are mention'd before) and St. Chryſoſtom, who 
« ſaying, But rather we make a Remembrance of a Sacrifice, 
* vans th as though he ſhould ſay, Although in a cer- 
« tain kind of Speech we may ſay, that every Day we 
« make a Sacrifice of Currsr, yet in Deed, to 
„ ſpeak properly, we make no Sacrifice of him, but 
« only a Remembrance or Commemoration of that Sacri- 
„ fice, which he alone made, and never none but He. 
„Nor CnRisr never gave this Honour to any Crea- 
« tyre, that he ſhou'd make a' Sacrifice of Him, nor 
« did not ordaia the Sacrament of his Holy Supper 
« to the Intent that either the Prieſt or the People 
* ſhould ſacriſice Canis r again; or that the Prieſt 
* ſhould make a Sacrifice of Him for the People. 
% In Eating and Drinking and Uſing of the Lord's 
Supper, we make not of CnRISsT 4 new Sacrifice Pro- 
« pitiatory for the Remiſſion of Sins. And What he 
thus deliver'd in his firſt Book, he confirm d in his De- 
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tence of it againſt Biſhop Gardiner: CnRISTH ſhall ne- 
ver be ſacriſic'd again; but the Church continually, in 
< Remembrance. of that Sacrifice, maketh a Sacrifice of 
«, Laud and Praiſe, giving evermore Thanks unto Him 
« forthe propitiatory Sacrifice ; and in the third Ghap- 
ter of my Book here recited, the Difference of thele 
« -Sacrifices: is plainly: ſet out (Alluding to what he 
had cited out of, it above). And again, „ CRRISTH made 
4 the bloody Sacrifice, which took away Sin; the Prieſt 
withethe Church mhketh a Commemoration thereof, 
with Lauds and Thankſgivings, offering allo them- 
&;{elyes obedient to Go unto Death. And yet this 
© our Sacrifice tak eth not away our Sins, nor is accepted 

4 hut by his Sacrifice. I his is ſufficient to thew 
Arch-Biſhop- Craumer's Judgment in this Point; and they 
muſt be dextrous Peaple indeed, that can recancile what 
be here ſays, to the Doctrine of a proper, propitiatory 

Sacrifice in the Sacrament. 1 . 
Anm becauſe. the Doctor pretends, that Latimer al ſo 
afferts his proper, propitiatoty Sacrifice'; by all Means, let 
us hearkim; . It appeareth (faith he) that the Sacri- 
« kcing. Prieſthood is changed, by Goy's Ordinance, in- 
05 3 ng eBecs and the ſacrificing Prieſt- 
© hood ſhould ceaſè utterly; ſaving in as much, as all 
ode .. fy. Chriſtian Men are ſacrificing Prieſts xk. 
+ Fox Mart. So far is he from being for true and pro- 
13233 per Sacrifices, that he affirms, the Name of 
Perͤriſt is not proper for àa Goſpel-Miniſter: 
HhHäecauſe (ſays he) The Name of Prieſt import- 
+16i4. 1324. eth Gacriſice f. And he, tells Weſton, That 
the Communion beareth the Name of 3 
Sacrifice among the- athers, becauſe it 4 Sacrifice me- 
morutive. And the;ſatrameontal Bread, is called a Propitiat inn, 
199 a1 1 becauſe it & a Sacrament of the Propiti ation. 
Bid. 1 326. And at another Time tells the Commiſſi- 
e oners, That Chriſt made one Oblation and Sa- 
* FoX; 1603. crifice for the Sins of the whaly, World,” and that 
+097 4, aperfeftiSacrifice ; neither necdeth there to be any 
others. heithen can there be any other Propitiatory Sacrifice F. _ - 
;B vAithat it may be {een how groſly the Doctor 
and: his, Friend, have abuſed this good old Biſhop; 


hear hin once more in a Sermon before King Ed. 
72 ward 


— 
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ward VI. f I will not (ſays he) ſay 1 Tn l Valaof 
« Nay, but that ye ſhall: find in the old F a 
« Doctors, this Word Sucrifcium; but F. 
« there is one general Solution for all the Doctors, that 
« St. Auguſtine ſheweth us, The Sign of a Thing, hath 
« oftentimes the Name of the Thing that it ſigniſieth. 
« As the Supper of the Lord; as the Sacrament of ano- 
« ther Thing, it is a Commemoration of His Death, 
« which ſuffered once for us; and becauſe it is a Sign of 
« Car1sr's offering up, therefore it bears the Name 
« thereof. And this Sacrifice a Woman can , offer as 
« well as a Man: Yea, a poor Woman in the Belfry, hath 
d « as good Authority tc offer up this Sacrifice, 'as the Bi- 
« ſhop in his Pontificalibus, with his Mitre on his Head, 
„ his Rings on his Fingers, and Sandals on his Feet. 
Y And whoever cometh, asking the Father Remedy in 
« his Nexeſſity, for CRRIST's Sake, offereth up as ac- 
8 ceptable a Sacrifice, as any Bi ſhop can do. 
Tuvs expreſs are the Words of our firſt glorious 
Reforming Biſhops, againſt any proper, propitiatory Sacrifice, 
in the Lord's Supper. I could not but wonder therefore 
to find one of the Defenders of this new Doctrine, tel- 
ling the Lord Biſhop of Norwich, That 
* He i the firit Chriſtian Biſnop that ever yet * Pref. Ei- 
penly declared againſt ſuch a Sacrifice, Were file to John- 
not Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer (not to men- ſon's unbloody 
ion many others) Chriſt:an Biſhops ? And Sacrifice, p. 4. 
o not they exprefly declare, That pro- 
berſy ſpeaking, 3 is #0 Sacrifice in the Euchariſt, but 
nly the Remembrance or Commemoration of a Sacrifice? Is it 
oſſible to reconcile th with the Notion that the Bread 
ind Wine, are therein offered up as a Propitiatory Sacri- 
ce, or Oblation ? It cannot be {aid, indeed, that thoſe 
Biſhops did openly and explicitely declare againſt a 
roper material Sacrifice of Bread and Wine ; becauſe it 
as ſo far from being an avow'd Doctrine of that Age, 
hat it was not ſo much as known to them. But that 
hey would have oppos'd ſuch a Notion, if it had been 
hen contended for, is evident from their utterly diſ- 
laiming all Manner of Propitiatory Sacrifice in the Eucha- 
ft ; all manner of Sacrifice indeed, but that of Prayers 
nd Thank ſgivings, that of our Son's. and Bodies, as be- 

coming 


” OY — =_ 


\ 
| 
| 
| 

| 


40 ThoPrinciple«of the Loyr-Church-men. 


P1382. * * Croſs, whoſe Body there offer. 


coming a reaſonable Saerifire, by a Religious Obedience 
And befides, every one of thoſe Reaſons which th 
aHedge againſt the Sacrifice of the Maſs, conclude wid 
equal Force againſt any other proper, propitiatory, Sacrifie 
s litale Reaſop had this Gentleman to. revile thi, 
.mxuly:Chriſtien Biſhop, for being the fr of his Or- 
der, who declared; againſt his proper Sacrifice, that it 
would be eaſie to produce a large Catalogue of Chriſtian 
Biſhops, from the Reformation to this Time, all, with one 
Conſent, ſay ing in Archbiſhop Craymer's Words, That 
« there never was any other Sacrifice Propitiatory, but 
*: that of Carter's the Croſs, or ever will be 
And the great Difficulty will be to produce one Chriſtias 
Proteſtant Biſbop, who ever ſaid the contrary, 

To the ſame Purpoſe, ſpeaks Dr. Taylor, another 
aq learned and holy Martyr. f“ Crunisr 
f Fox Mart. © gave himſelf to die for our Redemption 


, was the propitiatory Sacrifice, full, 
perfect, and ſufficient unto . for all them 
ﬆ« that believe in Him. And this Sacrifice did our Sx 
« viour CHRIS offer in his own Perſon Himſelf, once 
« for all; neither can any Prieſt any more offer him, 
« nor we need no more propitiatory Sacrifice; and there. 
e fore I ſay, with Chryſeſtom, and all the Doctors, Our 
“ Sacrifice is only Memorative ; in the Remembrance of WF*" 
* CaRisT's Death and Paſſion, a Sacrifice of Thank(- 
« giving; and therefore the Fathers called it, Euchari 
« ſtia: And other Sacrifice, hath the Charch of Gop none. 
Trar the Senſe of our R s may more fully ap- 
Pear in this Point, I will preſent the Reader, with Part 
of the Reaſons that were drawn up by them to enforce 
an Order, made about the Year 1550. for the removing 
of Alrars, and placing Tables in their Rooms. They are 
as follows, intituled, Fl 


R.E ASO NS, Why the Lord's-Boord ſhould rat her 
be after the Form of a Table, than of an Altar, 

| The Finsr RERASON. nor 

FirsT, The Form of a Table ſhall more move. the Simple *< 

from tbe ſuperſtizions Opinions of the Popiſh Maſs, unte tht 


a right 
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iebr Uſe of the Lord Auger: For the Uſe of an Altar «to 
aße Sacrifite upon ; the Uſe of a Table % ro ſerve for Men 10 
ar upon: Now ben we cone untb the Lord's-Boord, hdr do 
wwe come for ? To ſacrifice Tunis r again, and to cruciſy Him 
gan? Oy to feed upon Him that was hct duly orucify'd for as 
we rome to feed upon Hit, ſpirituulſy ro cat hi Body, and 
(þirirually to drink, bis Blood, which « the true Uſe of the 
Lord's-Supper ; then no Mas tan deny, but the Form 7 a 

un 


able 5 more mert for the Lord's-Bbord, than the Form 
n P 


The Second RxASOx. 
Irru, 1 hires if Te, the Book, of Common - Prayer 


her berb mention of an Altar; wuherefore it 55 not lawful 10 
187 500% that which the Book alloweth': To ths « thus un were, 
ion rb. Book of Common-Prayer, calleth the Thing whereupo1 

for i  Lind's-Supper u miniſtred mdifferently, a Table, an Al- 


ar, or the Lotd's-Boord, withont prefcribing any Form there- 
pf, either: of a Table oy of 4h Altar: So that whetber the Lord s. 


em 2 
85 Boord have the Form of an Altar or a Table, the Boo}: 

nee ommon- Prayer, calleth it borh an Altar and a Table. For 
im, it calleth an Altar, whereupon the Lord upper is miniſtred, 
ere- Tabl:, and the Lora 5-Boord, fo it rulleth the Table, ichereon 
Our b Holy Comtmmnion n diftribatid with Lands and Thank J- 
enge uro the Lord, an Altar, for that there u offered th 
Ik Sacrifice” Praiſe and Thank ſgivi . £4 


Hxxx we fee the Churth.of Enzlavd knew no (Proper 
and Propiriarory Sacrifice under the Goſpel, and therefore 
o proper Altar. And in the Homily rela- | 
ing tothe Sactament, we are i: 67 *® Zomily f 
aution'd, * to take great heed, teſt of the the Sacrim. 
MEMORY, it be made a SACRIFICE, Part I. | 
. e. A material Sacrifice ; whether f 
natsr Himſelf, or in 2 true and proper Senſe, even 
bf the Bread and Wine. nts no eee 
Tur next Emtinett Divine (for that He was ſo, I ſup- 
dofe, will not be denyd even by Dr. Brett) whoſe Teiti- 
nony J ſhall produce àgainſt this nn 


* Sacrifice, is the judicious Hooker, The 'Oteafion of his 
"or MEcclaring his Senſe in this Matter was this 3 Carrurigbt. 


ad made it an Objtttion n our ltutgy, that in "a 
t 


l 


42. The Principles of the Low. Church- men. 
che Miniſters of the, Goſpel, are call'd Prigts; which 


N 


(as be ſays) according to the ufual Speech of England 
ſignifies a Facrificer ; and is therefore an improper Name 
for ſuch as have no Pretence to execute a Sacrificing Office 
This is Dr. Brett's own Caſe ; tho'the Objection come: 
from another Quarter, not from the Yai, but thy 
Puritans. *Tis here ſaid, That fince we have no proper 
Sacrifice, we can have no, proper Prieſthood. Now hoy 
does. this great and venerable Man anſwer this Ob. 
jection? Not by pretending (with him) that the, Mi 
niſters of the Church of England have really Authority 
to offer a proper Sacrifice; but by denying that the 
Name of Prieſt imports, or infers any ſuch Authority, 
5 His. Words are theſe— f < I ſuppoſe 
+ Hooker's E- that they which have bent their Shi 
clefcaſtical Po- to ſearch more diligently ſuch Matters 
y. Book 5. do for the moſt Part find that Name 
77. p. 147, © adviſedly Fier, had either Regard to 
148. that which is naturally moſt proper; 
dor if perhaps to ſome other Speciality 
« to that which is {enfibly moſt eminent in the Thing. 
« ſignified ; and concerning popular Uſe of Words 
« that which the Wiſdom of their Inventors did intend 
te thereby, is not commonly thought of, but by th: 
« Name the Thing altogether conceiv'd in groſs: A 
„% may appear in that, if you ask of the common Sort 
« What any certain Word, for inſtance, a Prieſt, doi 
« fignifie; their manner is not to anſwer, A Prieſt is vi 
“ Clergyman which offereth Sacrifice to Gop, but the wit 
« ſhew ſome particular Perſon, whom they uſe to cal can 
zee by that Name. And if we liſt to deſcend to Grammar 
ce .we are told by Maſters in thoſe Schools, That thi 
« Word Prieſt hath its right Place in him, whoſe mee 
« Function, or. Charge, is the Service of Gop. - Hoy 
heit, becauſe the moſt eminent Part both of Jewi/s an 
ic Heatheniſh Service, did conſiſt in Sacrifice, whe mo 
% learned Men declare what the Word Prigſt doth pr Poi 
« perly ſigniſie, according to the Mind of the firſt Ipo it - 
4 of that Name their ordinary Schools do well expoun 
« jt to imply Sacrifice. Seeing then that Sacrifice i now Prot 
-« Part of the Church Miniſtry, how ſhould the Name but 
« Prieſthood be thereunto rightly apply'd ?. Sureh 
Ry « ene 


Bd 


The Principles of the Low-Church-men. 43 
© even as St. Paul applyeth the Name of Feb (1 Cor. 15. 
39.) unto that very Subſtance of Fibes, which hath a 
« proportionable Correſpondence to Fleth, although rt 
be in Nature another Thing. Whereupon when Phi- 
me: . loſophers will ſpeak warily, they make a Difference 
« between Fleſh in one Sort of living Creatures, and 


per « that other Subſtance in the reſt, which hath but a Kind 
how. of Analogy to Fleſh. The Apoltle contrariwiſe havin 
Ob WW Matter of great Importance whereof to ſpeak, namet 
M. indifferently both Fleſh. The Fathers of the Church 
rity of Car isr, with like Security of Speech, call uſually 
the the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, Priz/thood, in Regard of 
rity WW that which the Goſpel hath profortionable to ancient 
pose Sacrifices ; namely, the Communion of the bleſſed 
uch Body and Blood of CHRIST, although it bath properly 


© yow n0 Sacrifice, Although, in Truth, the Word 
mei Presbyter doth ſeem more fit, and in Propriety of 
« Speech more agreeable than Prieſt, with the Drift of 
« the whole Goſpel of Caaisr., —— The Hor v 
« Grosr throughout the Body of the New Teſtament, 
« making ſo much Mention of them {the Miniſters of 


rd the Goſpel] doth not any where call them Prieſts. 
end „ The Prophet Eſay, I grant, doth [ Ia. 66. 21. ] but 
the in ſuch Sort as the Ancient Fathers, by Way of Analogy ”. 
At Taz next Teſtimony I ſhall lay Nesse the Reader, 


ſhall be that of the famous (hillingworth's. I know not 
whether he will paſs with Dr. Brett for an Eminent Di- 
vine; but I never heard a Proteſtant mention his Name, 


without ſome remarkable Elogium. His famous Book 
cal came into the World with the Approbation of the 
na Univer/ity of Oxford; and was taken under the Patronage 
tha of King Charles the firſt ; and therefore we may be ſure 
nee has nothing in it, but what is exactly agreeable with 
ou che Doctrines and Principles of the Church of England. 


About the Time this great Man appeared, it became 


he more uſual in the Church of England, to call Miniſters 
Prog Fries, and the Communion Table an Altar, and to place 
eit Altar aviſe; not with a Deſi gn to advance any Notion of 


a proper Sacrifice in the Euchariſt ; (for there was ſcarce a 
Proteftant then living, that dreamt of any ſuch Thing) 
but in Regard it is a Memorial of CHRIST's Sacrifice, 
and a Sacrifice of Praiſe and re The 1 

2 OW 
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& being hereby enabled to ſay to Papiſts (whenſoevet 


Remarks of very good Ule in this Controverſy. 


however made Uſe of this, ging into their Terms, to 18 
ch the Church, as making Advances towards them 
eftantiſm (ſays one of their Writers on. this Occaſion) 

awaxetb weary of it ſelf 3 the Profeſſors of it—— are at thy 

Time, more unreſolv d where to faſten, than at the Iujancy oi 

their Church; Men in talking and writing, uje willi 

by the once fearful Names of Priefts aud Altars. To 
1 4 this Mr, Chilligworth replies in the mann Wi 


* Preface to following, * © What if the Names df 
Religion of Pro- © Prigfts and Altars, ſo frequent in the 
iaſtan. Ancient Fathers, though not in the now 
w 1 “ popiſh Senſe, be now reſum'd and more 
« commonly uſed in Exglaud than of late I imes they 
« were: That ſo the colourable Argument of theit 
« Conformity, which is but nominal, with the ancient 
« Church, and our Inconfarmity, which the Goyernours 
ce of the Church would not bave ſo much as nominal, 
«« may be taken away from them; and the Church df 
* England may be put in a State, in this Regard, more 
« juſtifiable againit the Romax, than formerly it was, 


«, thoſe Names are objected) We alſo uſe the Names of 
c Prieſts and Altars, and yet believe neither the Corporal 
« Preſence, nor ANY PROPER AND PROPITIA 
« TORY SACRIFICE “. 

I Cannor part with theſe Paſſages without a fey 


Axp here we may firſt obſerve, That this learned 
Man knew nothing of the Modern Way of anſwering the 
Papiſts, by pretending any Authority in the Miniſters 
of the Church of England to offer a proper and propitiatory 
Sacrifice. If he had, he would have given another Sort 
of Anſwer to him who reproach'd the Church, as making 
Advances towards them. He might have ſaid, No Won 
der we uſe the Names of Prieſts and Altart, when we 
offer as proper a Sacrifice as your ſelves. But we ſee 
he ſays juſt the contrary. 

Ac ain, from hence we may obſerve, That this Do- 
Qrine of a true, proper, propitiatory Sacrifice in the Eucha: 
riſt, was ſcarce ſo much as heard of at the Time Mr. Chil- 
linzworth appear'd; much leis was it then thought to 
be a Doctrine of the eflabliſh'd Church. I know, and 


0 
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I ) be only Reaſons they gave were fuch 
* Heylin's as theſe, * © That there ſhould be ſome 
Life of Arch- Difference between the placing of the 
Biſpep. Laud, Lord's Table in the Church, and z 
p. 28994 Man's Table in his Houfe. That it 
: was not fit the People fhould fit above 
« Govp's Table, or be above the Prieſt when he confe. 
44 crateth. That when the Communion Table ftands 
« thus, the Face of the Miniſter may be better ſeen, and 
„ his Voice more audibly and diſtinctly heard, than if 
«© jt ſtood ona Level in the midſt of the Chancel. 
And that the Chancel would be the fairer, and ſo there 
c would be more Room for the Communicants.— 
« Befides, That it would prevent thoſe Profanatians 
©« to which it would be liable, if plac'd, as formerly, 
« jn the Body of the Church, and without Rails befor, 
« it; ſuch as, Church-Wardens keeping their Accounts 
t on it; Boys laying their Hats on it, and ſitting irre. 
e yerently upon it with many other”. How res 
ſonable ſoever the placing the Table Alrar-wiſe may ap 
pear from theſe Reaſons, yet every Body muſt be con 
vinc'd, at firſt View, that the offering a true, proper, pms 
pitiatory Sacrifice upon it, would have been worth then 
all; and therefore we cannot but ſuppoſe, if it could 
reaſonably have been given, and the Church of England 
had then that Opinion of the Euchariſt, which many er 
| tertain at preſent, it would not have bee 
Made in neglected. And even that Canon r, which 
1640. among other Things, enjoyn'd the pl; 
cing the Lord's Table Altar-wi/e (after 
wards abrogated by A& of Parliament) declares, Tha 
this Situation of the Holy Table doth not imply that! 
is or ought to be eſteem'd a True and proper Altar: 
But it is (ſays the Canon) and may be call'd an Altar h 
us, in that Senſe in which the Primitive Church call! 
it an Altar (that is, in a figurative and metaphorical Sen 
and no other. | 


I Know Dr. Brett, with an uncommon Air of Aff F 
rance, affirms the contrary to all this; Mid 
bein, 


Preface, p. 10. tells the Reader among other things, 4 

qually falſe, That Dr. Heylin, in his Au 
dotum Lincolnienſe, has provid, That ws Doftrine of a T 
Prof 
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Proper, and PROPITIATORY Sacriſice in the uc hari » 
.s freely ound by our beſt Divines, in their Controverſial 
Writings againſt the Church of Rome. But ſee the Confi- 
lence of the Man! Heyl;z himſelf, though he contends 
or a proper Sacrifice, yet djſowns its being Propitiatory z as 


ove ppears from the Senſe he puts upon the Words in the 
, 1+ mf rake bed bf of Memory, the Sacrament 
nd made à Sacrifice; that is, ſays he, Leſt 5 
anf a Commemorative Sacrifice, it be made Pre- Antidot, Lin- 


bit iatory. But, as he adds, on another Oc- coin. p. 172. 

aſion, he that looks for Ingenuity from 
uch Hands as Dr. Brett's, muſt have leſs Knowledge of 
m, and more Faith in him, than I dare pretend to. 
nd as Heylin does not pretend the Euchariſt to be a Propi- 
iatory Sacrifice; ſo he is far enough from proving that 
Pur Reformers own'd it to be a proper and material Sacrifice. 
All his Proof of this centers in one Point, viz. That they 
requently call it by the Name of the Sucrament of the Al- 


ar ; which they undoubtedly did on account of its being 
, eſt known in thoſe "Times, under that Name, and in 
cou (Compliance with the way of Speaking then in Uſe ; but 
un r che ſame Time, they were ſo far from owning the 
chen Euchariſt to be a proper Sacrifice, or the Lord's Table a roper 
ou rar, that they expreſly declare the contrary, . that 
wr as ſtrong Terms as can be devis'd. And indeed 


Dr. Heylin might as reaſonably have affirm'd, That Cran- 
een er and Ridley, &c. believ'd the Sacrifice of the Maſs, be- 
uſe they happen'd to call the Sacrament of CuRIST's 
Body and Blood, the Sacrament of the Altar, as that they 
hought any thing of a material, proper Sacrifice of 


Bread and Wine : Nay, more reaſonably, for the Peo- 
hat HMfle who give the Euchariſt that Name, 3 mean the 
: als, when they ſpeak of the Sacrament of the Altar. 
tar Hut this is fo trifling an Argument, that 'tis ſcarce worth 
call' onfuting : tho” 'tis ſo like Dr. Brett's own, that I don't 


onder he tells the Reader, what wondrous Things 
lin has prov'd by it. v4 

From what I have before obſerv'd, it is not only as 
vident as the Sun, that this Doctrine of the Sacrament 
being a propitiatory Sacrifice, or Oblation, is not the Do- 
ktrine of the Church of England; but alſo it very plainly 
ppears in what Senſe it is, and may be call'd a Sacri- 
ce, . Now 


4 e Prep of the Low-. Church · men. 
No tis very certain, That the autient Fathers do often 
Kite the Whole Acklon, The Chriſtian Sachifice. They gan 
he Sucrament this Name Ker ſeveral Accounts: Vom 
dier, on account of the Oblation of Bread and Wine 
Macke in it to Almighty Gop, as ah- Acknowledgment of 
His being the ee Creator of all Things : But then rey 
never prete any khing N in this ; which 1 
a full Anſwer to thdfe, who pretend their Authority 
for calfing ita Propiriarovy Obſation. Sometimes too, they 
call this Sictarnent à Sacrifice, in regard it is celebrs 
ted with Prayer and Praife, and Charity to the Poor, 
9 the ſoketnh Dedication of our ſelves to the Servic 
Goy; all Which are in Scripture call'd Sacrificer. And 
upon this Account it is, we fee, that our Reformers alf 
allow'd this Sacrament to be a Sacrifice; thit is, as the 
 Maftyr Bradford explains it, the Sacrifice of the Church, 
2:prarulathry Sacrifice. But chiefly, it is call'd a Sacrific, 
becauſe it is a Colnttiemioratibn, and a Repreſentation 
fi Sactifce that CHARTS offer'd for us on the Croſi 
t nay upon this Account be call'd a Sacrifice, as it i 
cally Cratsr's Body and Blood, i. e. Becauſe it is a Re 
preſentation uf then: And in this Senſe alſo, our Rt: 
mers call it a or; But then it is no more than! 


commemior#Hoec Sacrifice ; it cannot, it muſt not be made 
profitiatory ;, that being peculiar to the Sacrifice here 
commem rated, the Offering the Body of JESUS once f 


_— 3 | 
I Forer this is abundantly ſufficient” to ſatisfy any re 
Fonable Perſon, that the Church of Zagland does uttetl) 
diſctaim any proper and propitiatory Sacrifice, but thi 
of our great High Prift, the Lotd, JESUS Curisr, wil 
ſufferd Death upon the ' Croſs for our Redemption 
and (as tis in the Cmmunlon-Snuice) made there ( 
his ON x Oblation of Himfelf Ox cx offered) a FUL 
PERFECT, and SUFFICIENT SACRIFIC 
OBLATION, and SATISFACTION for 
Sins of the whole World. And therefore, they who# 
about to perſuade us, that there are now proper Alta 


Proper and propitiatory Sacrifices, and that the 'Miniſters « £5 
the Goſpel are pro erly [derificing Prieſts, offering up ng f 
Gov, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, Sacrifices, and by them Mende 


king a Propitiation for the Sins of the People; do hight 
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from Ci £187's ſufficient Sacrifice, and ate 


„Whatever Zeal they may pretend for the Church of 
ne eee 54 2115 30 
i Know the Teachers of this Doctrine will by no 
neans allow it to be /Popiſh, or to haye any Tendeney 
wards Popery 5 to ayoid which Impüta ion, they make 
Tran ſuhflantiat ion the only blameable Point in the Romiſt 
; whereas nothing can be plainer, than that our Re- 
ormers oppos'd a proper, propitiatory Sacrifice, of what 
ind ſoever. This thews the Weakneſs of Dr: Brett's 
zubterfuge; who all along his Sermon, pretends his 
Doctrine cannot be Papiſh, becauſe there is no Pretenee 
f offering CHRIS Himſelf again, as a Sacrifice for the 
zins of the World : It 4 not, he lays, a Sacrifice propitia- 
ry in it ſelf, but 4 it is inſtituted to rypify the One great and 
ritorious Sacrifice. But this is nothing more than will 
e granted by a Popiſs Prieſt himſelf. When Biſhop 
idly preſs'd the Popiſb Biſhop of Lincoln, with ChRIST 
eing the One only Sacrifice; he anſwer'd BY Of 
im, almoſt in the Words of Dr. Brett, * * Fox; 1599. 
hat Carisr made one . Oblation for LE 
the whole World; that u, that bloody Sacrifice upon the Croſs 2. 
ct nevertheleſs, be bath left thus Sacrifice, but not bloody, in the 
emembrar.ce of that, by the which Sins are forgiven : The which 


” 


r. Bourne told one of the Martyrs, Mr. Mantel, who 
und fault with their Maſs, becauſe they made it a4 Sa- 
tfhce ; That it was not a propitiatory Sacrifice for Sin (for 
e Death of CHRIST only was the Sacrifice) and this but a 
mmemorativis of the ſame, I muſt confe ſs, with the beſt 
es I have, I can ſee but little Difference between 
eſe Popiſn Doctors, and our Proteſtant one; who 
ems really more abſurd than they, in that he would 
ake a Propitiation by the Offering only of Bread and 
ine; whereas they imagine the Body and Blood of Cyris T 
really and corporally in the Holy Sacrament ; which, 
it were true, is a juſt Ground for aſſerting à proper Sa- 
action and Propitiation. | | | 
Bur what can be the Meaning of reviving and conten- 
ng for thoſe Terms and Notioss, which have ſo direct a 
endency to ſerve the — of our Popiſo — 
whe 


ays he) * nd Derozation of CRIST'f Sacrifice, And 


5, mn gene 
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who lie ready to make uſe of every Advantage that i 
given them ? And What Improvement muſt they make 
of this, No inconſiderable one, our affecting to ule they 
Terms, and ſpeak their Language? Is it not eaſy fu 
them to ſuggeſt, that Prozy/tants differ from Papiſts on 
in Trifles, and that our Miniſters endeavour to keep y 
a Diſtinttion, where there is no real Difference ? That w 
departed from the Church of Rome, without any ju 
Cauſe for it, and conſequently, are guilty of a damnab 
Schiſm ? And tis eaſy for any thinking Man to gueſ 
how far ſuch Inſinuations may ſometimes prevail towari 
3 making Men Proſelytes to a Church, whid 
Preface to Re- Dr. Hicks tells us, in ſome glaring Adv 
form'd Devoti- tages, which other Churches want. Me 
ons. may pretend what they will; but it ist 
<A great Inſtance of a true Zeal for the Chun 
of England, to give new Occaſions and Advantages to ti 
common Adverſary, who, we may be ſure, never fa 
10 take all Occaſions to pervert our People to their al 
minable Superſtitions. | 
Dr. Brett, Mr. Jobnſoz, and other Noveliſts, preten 
indeed, that we cannot otherwiſe anſwer the Papi 
and, I remember, H:y/iz thought it neceſſary to mi 
ſome ſuch Advances, in order to a Reconciliation |} 
tween Us and Them. But ſure, Experience, if nothu 
elſe will, muſt by this Time have convinc'd us, hi 
impoſſible it is to reconcile Popery, and the True P 
ſtant Religion. We may go over to that; or we n 
ſet up a kind of Modern Popery among our ſelves ; | 
*tis a vain Hope to imagine, that our taking up a lit 
ſmattering of their Superſtition, will draw them tot 
 Reform'd Religion. Fe will much more likely end 
rage them to continue where they are; as it certal 
did in the Times when this Method was firſt taken, 
became faſhionable among us. © Proteſtantiſm (ſays! 
« Popiſh Writer juſt mention'd) waxeth weary « 


« ſelf, the Profe ſſors of it are at this time more ut % 
« ſolv'd where to faſten than at the Infancy of Halm 
„ Church. ” —— ] do not ſay that this is altogether! Cor 
Reaſoning ; but it very plainly ſhews what Prot no 0 


are like to get by any Approaches towards Popery. 
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Tuis Deny fo, T'can't but here obſerve, how unrea- 
ſonably thoſe are dealt with; who, upon Account of 
their withſtanding and oppoſing ſome novel Doctrines, 
re repreſented as wanting ina due Zeal and Concern for 


_ the Church of England.” Tis very certain indeed, (as 
M onl r. Tilly tells the Univerſity of Oxford) That “ We are 
aun grangely gone off from our firit Love to our holy 
*Þ VI: Mother the Church of England; and are ſlidden back 


by a perpetual Backſliding, for many Years together; 
© encouraging one another, and comforting our ſelves, 
© in running down, and difparaging thoſe excellent 
« Poctrines of our . upon which our main 
« Security depends.“ This he ſays, with Regard to 
the Doctrines of Abſolute Paſſive-Obedience, and Non-Re- 
iftance : But he might with much greater Reaſon have 
complain'd in the Manner he does, in Relation to 
thoſe Doctrines that have been ſpread to corrupt us in 
Principles; by which, in a ſpecial Manner we ſtand di- 
* ſtingul ſn'd from the Papiſts. The Church of England is 
| Wundoubtedly a moſt ſound Part of the Chriſtian Church, 
and as far removed from the Corruptions of Popery as any 
in the World. But 'tis too plain, that there are not 
wanting Men, who under the Pretence of being the moſt 
zealous for that, are making large Advances towards them. 

Tux Supremacy of the Crown is run down and ridi- 
aeul'd, in as inſolent a Manner, as can be done, even by 
the Papiſts themſelves. In T:mporal Matters, they will 
give it a greater Authority than the Conſtitution allows, 
and make thoſe who are only Subjects meer Slaves; but for 
themſelves, They defire to be excuſed from being ſub- 
ject to any Power on Earth; They own no Head, or Su- 
perior but CHRIST in Heaven. And therefore I have of- 
ten thought theſe Gentlemen miſrepreſented, when 
they are charg'd with a Deſign of bringing in the Power 
of the Biſbop of Rome: They cannot certainly have any 
ſuch Intention; it is much ſweeter, and more agreeable 
to be ſupreme ; that is, Popes themſelves. 

Tarn again, This Sort of Men agree with the Papiſts 
in their horrid Uncharitableneſs ; J mean, in unchurching 
almoſt every body but' themſelves. They think their 
Communion is the One Church, out of which there is 
no Salvation: And Theſe deny all (except the Papiſts and 
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a few Greeks). who are not baptized among us to be Chi. 
ſtians; ſhut them out of Cunisr's Covenant, and ac Wil; 
count them no better than Heathens. f 
An *tis obſervable, That while they have been pu. 
ſuing the Diſſenting Proteftants (who agree with us in all WF}, 
the Eſſentials of Faith and Worſhip) with much Cl: WW: 
mour and Uncharitableneſs; they have propos d, and iſ: 
recommendedan — — with the Popifb Church 
of France, and have fairly told the World the Difference 
is not ſo great but it may be eaſily reconcil'd, by 66 
TuxIR Doctrines of the Neceſi:y of Abſolution, and tr WW. 
and proper Sacrifices, if they are not Popiſb Doctrines, are 
as like em as can be without being the ſame ; and their 
condemning private Judgment in Matters of 1 
and advancing the Authority of the Church and Father, 
20 ſuch an exceſſive Height, is introductiye of all the 
Errors in the World. 'The SCRIPTURE is un 
doubtedly the enly Rule of Truth, a ſufficient Guide 
th in Faith and Practice. As one excellently ſays 
be on Rule of Faith to every Chriſtian is the Were; | 
Chriſt, and that Doctrine as apply'd to him by his own 
Underſtanding: In which Matter to preſerve his Un- 
derſtanding from erring, he is oblig'd indeed, at his ut. 
moſt Peril, to lay aſide all Vice, and all Prejudice, 2 
to make uſe of the beſt Aſſiſlauce he can procure ; but 
after he has done all that can be done, he muſt of, Ne- 
ceſſity at laſt underſtand with his own Underſtanding, 
and believe with his own, not ,another's Faith. For 
(whatever has ſometimes been abſurdly pretended to the 
contrary) tis evidently as impoſſible in Nature, that in 
theſe Things any one Perſon ſhould ſubmit himſelf to an 
other, as that one Man ſhould ſee or taſte, ſhould live or 
breath by another. . | 
No r. but great Regard is due to the Opinions of 
the antient Fathers, and the Governours and Paſtors of 
the Church where we live; what they ſay is to be ex- 
amined with great Reſpect to their Characters, and we 
are not lightly to reject what comes recommended to us 
14 by ſuch Authority. But we muſt ſtill remember that 
308 They are not our Rule: They are Aſſiſtances in order to 
our better underſtanding it, but they are not the Rule 
it ſelf. Fathers aud Churches have been decciv'd, _ 
the 
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the Word of God is true, and abideth for ever. That is a 
noble Paſſage of the excellent Chillingworth's, in his 
ligion of Proteſtants a ſafe Way to Salvation. | 
# « By the Religion of Proteſtants (ſaith * Chap.s. Sc. 
he) I do uot underſtand the DoQrine of 56. 
« Luther, or Calvin, or Melan#hon, or the 

« Confeſſion of Augyſta, or Geneva, nor the Catechiſm 
« of Heidelberg, nor the Articles of the 1 England, 
« no, nor the Harmony of Proteſtant Con 

« that wherein they all agree, aud which they 
« ſcribe with a greater Harmony, as a perfect Rule of 
« their Faith and Actions; that is, the BIBLE. The 
« Bible, I ſay the BI BL E only, is the Religion of 
« Proteſtants, Whatſoever elſe they believe 
« it, and the plain, irrefragable, indubitable Conſe- 
« quences of it, well may they hold it as a Matter of 
« Opinion : But as Matter of Faith and Religion, neither 
© can they, with Coherence to their own 
© lieve it themſelves ; nor require the Belief of it of 
© others, without moſt high, and moſt ſchiſmatical Pre- 
* ſumption, I, for my part, 

© rily believe and n Search of the true 
© Way to Eternal Happineſs, do profeſs plainly, that I can- 
© not find any Reſt | 
this Rock only. I ſee plainly, and with mine own 
© Eyes, that there are Popes againſt Popes, Councils a- 
gainſt Councils, ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame- 
« Fathers againſt themſelves, a Go | 
* one Age againſt a Conſent of Fathers of another Age, 

* the Church 

* Age. Traditive Interpretations of Sexipture are pre- 
* tended, but there are few or none to be found. No 
Tradition, but only of Scripture, can derive it ſelf 


Re- 


ons ; but 


ſub- 
efides 


ounds, be- 
after a long and (as I ve- 


r the Sole of my Foot, but upon 


nſent of Fathers of 


of one Age againſt the Church of another 


from the Fountain ; but may be plainly proved either 
to have been brought in, in ſuch an Age after Cnr IST, 
or that in ſuch an Age it was not. In a Word, there 
is no ſufficient Certainty but of Scripture only, for 
any confidering Man to build upon. This there- 
fore, and this only, I have Reaſon to believe; this 
[ will profeſs, according to this I will live, and for 
this, if there be Occaſion, I will not only willingly,but 
even gladly loſe my Life, tho' I ſhould be — 

b „Chri- 


4 The Principles of the Low- Church · men. 

' Chriſtians ſhould. take it from me. Propoſe me any 
„ thing out of this Book, and require, Whether I be. 
« lieve it or no? And ſeem it never ſo incomprehenſible 
« to human Reaſon, I will ſubſcribe it with Hand and 
« Heart ; as knowing no Demonſtration gan be ſtronge 
« than this; Gop hath ſaid fo, therefore it is true. l 
«<- other Things I will take no Man's Liberty of Judy. 
c ment from him, neither ſhall any Man take mine 
« from me. I will think no Man the worſe Man, ot 
« the worſe Chriſtian ; I will love no Man the leſs, for 
« differing in Opinion from me; and what Meafure | 
« mete to others, I expect from them again. I an 
be fully aſſur' d that Gop does not, and therefore that 
Men ought not, to require any more of any Man tha 
* this, To believe the Scripture to be Gop's Word, to 
«+ endeavour to find the true Senſe of it, and to live 
« according to it.“ Thus far Mr. Chillingworth ; whoſt 
good old Way is now ſo far from being efteem'd by ſome 
very great Church-men, that they repreſent it as the 
Road to all the Hereſy and Schiſm in the World. But cer 
tainly this is the Way of the Church of England, which 
expreſly tells us, even in the 2oth Article, Thar th 
Church ought not to enforce any thing to be believed for Neceſſity 
of Salvation, that not declared in Holy Scripture. And 
yet more fully in that noble Article, which is the ver 

* 4othe. 6 Teſt of the Reformation, declaring, That 

=. * © the Holy Scriptures are the only Rule off 
« Faith, and have a Sufficiency for Salvation, as contain 
« ing all Things neceſſary to that Salvation; ſo that 
© whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
et thereby, is not to be requir'd of any Man that it 
« ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith, or be thought 
ic requiſite, or neceſſary to Salvation.” This, I ſay, i 
the firſt Principle of the Reformation, the very Baſis, and 
Support of it, That, (tho* the Governours and Paſtor 

of the Church have an unqueſtionabl: 

+ Biſhop Ban- Authority of providing for the f Ord: 
gor's Sermon and Decency of publick Adminiſtrations 
of the Kingdom yet) © Chriſt Himſelf is the ſole Lawgive 
of Chriſt. * to his Subjects, and ſole Judge of thei 
« Behaviour in the Affairs of Conſcient! 

* and Eternal Salvation, and has not, in theſe ro_y 
« behind 
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behind him any viſible human Authority, any Vice- 
« gerents, or Judges, that may be ſaid properly to ſup 
« ply his Place, and 6 om whom his Subjects are abſo- 
« [urely to depend; and whoſe final States will be de- 
« termin'd by their arbitrary Judgments and Determi- 
„ nations.” This is the Doctrine againſt which ſo rude 
2 Clamour has been made, when, indeed, it is no other 
than the very Ground-work, of the Reformation; and the 
whole Sermon nothing but a Comment on thoſe excellent 
Words of the Article, That whatever is not read in 
« Holy Scripture, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
« to be requir'd of any Man that it ſhould be believed 
« as an Article of Faith, or be thought requifite or ne- 
« ceflary to Salvation. This is the Doctrine of the 
Church of England, and ſo far as we go off from this Prin- 
ciple, ſo far we certainly approach towards Popery. 

Tuis we have the greater Reaſon to take care of, be- 
cauſe for a long Time they have been making their ſe- 
cret Encroachments upon us, as if they would bring us 
to that by Degrees, which could not be propos'd without 
Danger all at once. The Words of Hoſea concerning E- 
pbraim of old, are too applicable to us now; Strangers 
have devoured our ftrength and we know it not; yea, gray 
| Hairs are here and there upon us, yet we know it not. Tho' 
the known Enemies of our Religion are manifeſtly en- 
deavouring to bring us to an Agreement with theirs, 
yet we have thoſe among us who ui not know it, but on 
the contrary, take great Pains to ſuppreſs the Knowledge 
of it; nay, are ſo zealous in that Work, as to improve 
any Suggeſtion of the leaſt Miſchief from Popery, in- 
to a form'd Deſign againſt the Conſtitution of our 
Church. 

So far has this Deluſion prevail'd, that many who ſet 
up for very zealous 88 freely declare they 
would ſooner be Papiſts than Presbyterians; by which they 
often mean thoſe they are pleas'd to call Low-Churct- 
Men. I pray Gop that neither Popery nor Presbytery may 
get the Aſcendant in this Kingdom : But certainly, if 
we were under a Neceſſity to chuſe one, a Man who 
underſtood the Principles of each, and had not before 3 
good Liking of Popery in his Heart, would hardly make 
that his Choice in ſuch a Caſe, What we are to expect 
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| if. Popery ſhould prevail, can be a Doubt with none who 


$6 The Principles of the Low- Church. men. 
know the Spirit and Principles of that Religion, and 
reflect upon the Terrors of à late Reign; the Rememn. 
| brance whereof, one would hope, ſhould make it a 
_eftabliſh'd Principle in the Hearts of all true Engliſhma, 
That we can never be too watchful againſt the Deſgus and 
Approaches of Popery. But I know not how Thoſe Day. 
of Danger and Terror are clean forgotten by many 
among us; who while they treat the Memory of ou 
GLORIOUS DELIVERER with the utmof 
Contempt and Indignity, can make themſelves a kind of 
Advocates for the Papiſts, and perſwade the Nation, that 
neither the Increaſe of Popery at home, nor a Popiſo Pre. 
tender abroad, deſerve our Fear or Regard. 
I hope I need not exaggerate the Formidableneſs of 
Popery to thoſe that remember, either Eighteen Thou 
ſand Souls diſpatch'd out of the World by the comma 
Hangman, in about Three Years Time, in the Low. 
Countries, under the Government of the Duke of Alva 
or the French and Iriſb Maſſacrees, or Queen Mary's Reign 
in England, or the Gunpowder Treaſon, or the later At 
tempt of the ſame Enemies, to make our Nation 
Scene of Blood and Slaughter. There was a Clauſe in 


our Litany in King Henry the Eight's, and King Edward 
Sixth's Time, From the Tyranny of the Biſbap of Rome, 
and his detęſtable Enormities ; good Lord deliver us. And 
upon what Reaſon ſoever it was ſince left out, it was 
not certainly, becauſe their Errors are leſs enormous, ot Will , 
their Spirits leſs cruel. God forbid, that becauſe they ail , 
t 


reſent endeavour a little to hide their Teeth, we 
Mould therefore flatter our ſelves that they cannot, or 
will not bite; for if we ſhould be ſo good natur'd as to 
warm this Snake in our Boſoms, that now pretends to 
have neither Power nor Will to hurt us, I doubt we ſhould 
quickly find it to reſume its Malice and Poiſon, together 
with its Warmth and Strength, and have reaſon to re. 
ent of our fooliſh Indulgence, when it will be impoſſ- 
le to avoid the ſad Conſequences of it. 
I will conclude this whole Matter with the devout 
Prayer of our Church againſt the Popes of Rome, which 
the Reader may find in the ſecond Part of the Homily 


for Whitſunday ; not only becauſe I verily believe there 
„ If 
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zs much need of ſuch Interceſſions 


* ow *, as there has been at almoſt any * This war 
it inte fince the Bleſſed Reformation; but wrote the latter 
mes fo that it may appear how different Part of the lam. 
+: Mens Apprehenſions of Popery are Reign: 
Dun thoſe of our holy Reformers. | 

I, - HE Lord of Heaven and Earth defend 45 from their 15 


auny and Pride, that they never enter into by Vineyard a- 
rin, to the Diſturbance of bis filly poor Flock, ; but that they 
ay utterly be confounded and put to Flizht in all Parts of the 
Vorld. And be of bis great Mercy ſo work in all Mens Hearts, 
the mighty Power of the Holy Ghoſt, that the comfortable Goſpel 
f his Son Chrift may be truly preach'd, truly receiv'd, and 
u follow'd in all Places, to the beating down of Sin, Death, 


2 be Pope, the Devil, and all the. Kingdom of Antichriſt; that 
N. be ſcatter d and diſpers d Sheep, being at length gather d into 


ne Fold, we may in the End reſt all together in the Boſom of 
braham, Iſaac and jacob, there to he Partakers Eternal 
nd Everlaſting Life, tbro the Merits and Death of Jeſus Chriſt 
Saviour. Amen. | 


on 2 
ſe 1 E CT. V. Tho' thoſe calld Low-Chutch-men do be- 
wan liebe the Church of England to ve a ſound and noble 
N. Branch of the Catholick Church, yet they have no Notion 
An of its being ſo abſolutely Perfect, as to admit of no Amend- 
wußg nt in any Inſtance, and therefore were never againſt 
„ Of makin ſome Alterations, in Order to a Comprehenſion, 
y at or the Reconciling the wiſer and better Sort of the Diſſen- 
we ters to 5. 

„ 0 
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I KNow this Part of their Character has been repre- 


s 0 {Wntcd as the moſt vile and execrable that can be gi- 
ould Hen of a Man. The famous Doctor has taken much 
ther Wins to dreſs it up in various and very 

2 I ightful Colours. He calls the Compre- f Character of 
offi ſon F The noble Defign of Arch- 2 Low-Church- 


biſhop Tillotſon, in the beginning of man, p. 11: 

the laſt Revolution, to bring in all Dif- 

ſenters upon the ſame Bottom with that of the 
Church of England; which was to be done (he ſays) by 
altering, circumciſing and aboliſhing its Rubrick , Li- 
1 60 turgy 


58 The Principles of the Low-Church:men; 
« turzy and Canons, to have eſtabliſh'd the Low-Churd 
« Party, upon their own univerſal and comprehenfin 
N Principles.“ And in his Sermon at $, 
Page 16. Paul's, he tells us f, The * worſt Ad. 
It ſeems be © verlaries of our Church were to be 
is one of thoſe that let into her Bowels under the hoh 
think the Prote- © Umbrage of Sons, who neither tb 
feant Diſſenters © lievd her Faith, own'd her Miſſion, ſub 
worſe than the © mitted to her Diſcipline, or comply! 
Papiſts. „% with her Liturzy. For the admitting 
&* this Trojan Horſe, big with Arms and 

“ Ruin into our holy City, the {trait Gate was to be lail 
« quite open, her Walls and Encloſures to be pull! 
down, and a high Road made in upon hex Communion 
her Articles to be taught, the Confufion of all Nations 
„ Senſes and Languages. This pious Deſi gn of wi 
* king our Honſe of Prayer, a Den of Thieves, of reformin 
* our Church into a Chaos, is well known to have bee 
* attempted ſeveral Times in this Kingdom, and latel 
* within our Memory, when all Things ſecm'd to f 
* your it, but that good Providence which ſo happil 
22 * rn againſt the Ruin of our Church, and but 
ed the long projected Schemes of theſe Ecrleſtaſtiu 
„ Achitophels, ” 


Tuis is the Repreſentation that this bold Man (as thi 
Biſhop of Lincoln very truly calls him) was pleas'd t 
make of one of the beit Works that a true Lover of ou 
Church can be employ'd in. For as thoſe who diflen 
from us area very conſiderable Body of Men, and, hon 
ever nuſtaken in ſome Things, hearty Friends to the Pn 
teſtant Intereſt, certainly it muſt be acknowledg'd a ver 
deſirable thing that they were perfectly united withu 
if ſuch a Union cou'd be effected by ſome little Alt 
rations. 

Now *tis certain, that in order to bring this about, u 
thing was intended that can juitly be efteem'd prejudici 
to the Conſtitution of our Church; nothing indeed b 
what wou'd have render'd it more perfect, and then 
ſo:e nothing but what were heartily to be wiſh! 
if there were not a Diſſenter among us. The on 
thing defign'd, as one who very well knew, tel 

ui 
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s *, was to improve, and, if poſſible, to en- * See the Bi- 
prce our Diſcipline 5 to review and enlarge our ſpop of Lin- 
iturzy, by correfting of ſome things, by ad- coln's Speech 


Yr ling of others; and, if it ſhould be thought a” Dr. Sa- 
to be dviſeable by Authority, when this Mat- © e lm 
hoher ſhould come to be legally conſider d, peachment. 

r rt in Convocation, then in Parliament, by leaving ſome 


ew Ceremonies, confeſs'd to be indeffcrent in their Na- 
es, as indifferent in their Uſage, ſo as not to be neceſ- 
arily obſerv'd by thoſe who made a icruple of them, 


s mill they ſhould be able to overcome either their Weak- 
e i eſes or Prejudices, and be willing to comply with them. 
pull und what Hurt would ſuch an Alteration as this do the 


kurch of England? Wherein would the Canons ſuffer, 
thoſe already made ſhould be more firongly enforced ? 
id ſome new ones added, for the Reformation of Man- 
rs, for the better puniſhing notorious Ofenders, and 


rminſ 
* > render our Publick Diſcipline more ſtrict and ſevere? 
latel MW his we have been wiſhing for ever ſince the Reformation ; 


hat Harm would it do the Church were it now ef- 
fed? Or how would our excellent Liturgy be the worſe, 
1 few more doubtful Expreſſions were chang'd for plainer 
d clearer ; and a Paſſage or two, which however capa- 
le of a juſt Defence, yet in many Caſes ſeem harſh to 
me, even of our own Communion, were either wholly 


to ff 


"as th at Liberty in ſuch Caſes to be omitred altogether, or 
do qualify'd, as to remove all Exceptions againſt them 
of oH any Caſe. If ſuch Coll:#s as are not yet adapted to the 
diſſen vai or Goſpels to which they belong, were made more 
hol and appoſite to both; if ſome of the Occaſional Of- 
je Pu were evlarg'd, and new ones added; if, for Example, 


ere were a greater Variety of Prayers, Pſalms and Leſſons, 
pointed by Authority, inſtead of the Compoſitions of 
wate Perſons, now neceflarily to be uſed for the Viſita- 
pn of the Sick; and new Forms compoſed for the Uſe of 
iſoners for Debt, or Crimes, far the greater Solemnity of 
eiving Proſelytes, of reconciling Penitents, of caſting noto- 
pus Offenders out of it. It is only ſuch Alterations as 
eſe, that the Low-Church-men defire, or ever attempted 
make. 'They «defire no Alterations but in things de- 
ar d to be alterable by the Church it ſelf; contending 
th as true a Zeal, as thoſe that charge them with the 
2 want 
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60 ThePrinciples of the Low-Church-men. 
want of it, for the Doftrine, Government, and Worſhip off 
the Church of England, in all the ſubſtantial Parts ( 

them. WA 
I Matters indeed meerly circumſtantial, they think thy 
ſomething may, and ſhould be, conceded to thoſe wh 
diflent, tho? unreaſonably from us. Her, 
"My. Ar:h- tis true; it would be well if our Breth 
#eacon Hoad- would conſider, and learn ſo much Mu 
ley's Sermon rarion and Humility, as to believe that ſony 
on Moderati- thing — * be yielded to their Gore 
to the Opinions of thoſe thy 


differ from them; and not cc plain 6 | 
the Stiffneſs of others, when they themſelves are i ; 
and untractable: Yet if that be not to be gain'd, two 
be noble to begin and try; and if there be any thin | 


the amending of which would make our Conititutig 
more unexceptionable ; if any thing ſo indifferent, ti d 


the leaving it-out would not make it worſe ; ifany thi ( 
that being remov'd, would not ſhake the Foundatio a 
nor corrupt either the Purity or Decency of our Wolf ri 
Mip, it would be no Diſgrace to give it up, for as mud n« 
Peace as it would purchaſe. It would be an Honour n. 
ſuch Conditions to ceaſe from Strife; and being ff 
pure, then to be peaceable and gentle, or magderate. Ti 
is very agreeable to the Temper of the Church of Hit 
land, which in the Preface to the Liturgy declares, Tit 
Rites and Ceremonies are in their oun Nature altera M 
and changeable, according to the Variety of Times and Ou an 
ons. | be 
5 AnD the 34th Article tells us, That it is not neceſi eſ 
ry that Traditions and Ceremonies be in all P:a-es off w 
or utterly alike ; for at all Times they have been ſe. 
e vers, and may be changed according to the Dire R. 
« ty of Countries, Times, and Mens Manners : a 
ct every particular or National Church hath Authority ne. 
change and aboliſh Ceremomes or Rites of the Chur m 
« ordained only by Man's Authority, ſo that all Thi hig 
be done to Edifying.” | dif 
Now, methinks, a Man who himſelf conforms to ti nei 
Publick Conſtitution, and ſtands thus charitably diſpu ou 
towards ſuch as diſſent from it, might be allow'd a ve Co 


good Member of a Cturch, that no where requires & 


ſeri ti 
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ſeription to its PERFECTION, or any Declaration 
2gainft ever conſenting to ſuch ALTERATIONS, 
as his Superiours ſhall think neceflary : But, on the con- 
trary, laments every Year, in a folemn | 
manner, * the Want of that godly 1 Commination. 
which was in the Primitive Church, an 

clares it is heartily to be wiſh'd it might be reſtor'd in 


2 Man have fram'd his Opinions ſo, as to think meanly 
of the Publick Service of the eſtabliſn'd Church, in com- 
pariſon of the Ways of Worſhip ſet up in Oppoſition to 
it (which can hardly proceed from any Thing but Edu- 
cation and Cuſtom) yet if for the Sake of Peace and Unity, 
he continue in the Communion of the Church, he acts 
therein like a wiſe and good Man, and is ſo far from 
deſerving to be reviled, that he deſerves the higheſt 
Commendation : For 'tis not poſſible for Men to be in 
all things of one Mind; but in the midſt of that Va- 
riety of Opinion, they may, and {till oxzgbr to preſerve 
not only a Unity of Affection, but a Unity of Commu- 
nion ; and indeed the one is a great Help to the orher. 
Tis too viſible how Mens ſeparating from one another 
in flames their Spirits, and alienates their Affettions. Indeed 
it ſhould not, it ought not to be ſo; and I do not think 
it always is ſo. Some there are, that amidſt our different 
Modes of Worſhip, know how to maintain the Spirit 
and Practice of Love, and Charity, and mutual For- 
bearance. But of how {mall Importance is this to be 
eſteem'd, when we conſider the great Numbers of thoſe 
who are wholly unacquainted with it ; when we daily 
lee how much Heat and Violence is entirely owing to our 
Religious Diſtinctions ; and what a Handle they give, 
as well to deſigning Men at home, as to our profeſs'd E- 
nemies abroad, to enflame us one againſt arother, and to 
make us the Inſtruments of their Deſigns? This makes it 
highly reaſonable and neceſſary, that however we may 
diſlike ſome things in the publick Conſtitution, and car- 
neſtly wiſh them amended, yet we ſhould not ſeparate 
our {elves from it, provided we may be admitted to 
Communion, without declaring any Aſſent and Conſent 
contrary to our own Opinion, For 'tis not the differiar 
in 


Nav, I will venture to go farther, and affirm, That if 
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in leſſer Opinions that does ſo much Miſchief to the 
Chriſtian Church, as the ſeparativg and dividing for them, 
which naturally occaſions the Breach of that Love and 
Unity of Aﬀection, that ought to be preſerv'd among all 
CnnisrT's Diſciples. 8 

And therefore I have often thought what a vaſt Miſ. 
chief thoſe do the Church of England, who. will not admit 
a Man to bea true and zealous Member of it, if he differ 
in the leaſt Punctilio from That which is the eſtabliſh'd 
Opinion; nay, if he only ſcruple what is commonly re. 
ceiv'd, tho' it be no more declar'd to be the Judgment 
of the Church than what he holds himſelf. I have of. 
ten heard a wiſe and good Man, and zcalous Member of 
the Church, boner nah, as a Diſſenter, only for holding 
{ome Opinions which they zealouſly affect, and concern- 
ing which the Church bath not determin d any Thing, ot 
for agreeing with them in ſome Practice left by that alike 
indifferent. Whereas that does no more conclude a Man 
a Diſſenter, than a Diſſenter's agreeing with the eſtabliſh'd 
Church in ſome things, common to them both, makes 

him a Church-man. That which is the diſtinguiſping Cha- 
racter of a Diſſenter (in a Senfe blameable) is his S E 
PARATING on Account of the Opinions he has ta- 
ken up, which another may very ſeriouſly entertain, and 
yet be a very excellent Member of the Church of Fnglaxd, 
For a Man may not perhaps be able to juſtify to himſelf 
every particular Thing or Uſage in a Church, and may 
in his private Life agree with thoſe that ſeparate from it; 
but yet ſo long as he does not join with them in their . 
Separation, but ſuffers the Confiderations of Peace and 
Unity to prevail for his continuing in the Communion of 
the Church, he ought to be accounted a very good Mem-. 
ber of it. I muſt confeſs I think the Caſe of ſuch Men 
very hard : For if they ſeparate, on Account of their 
Scruples, they are pronounc'd damn'd for Sc iſmatichs ; 
and if they conform with never ſo much Sincerity, they iſ 
will then be call'd falſe Brethren, and left with the Devil 


«nd bu Angels. 
I Do not ſay theſe things that I think there is ow any 


conſiderable Number of People in the Church of England Wh, 
who are determin'd to Conformity, only upon this Ac. A 
count. There was indeed a Time when many who arl) 


{cruples 
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ſcrupled ſeveral Things in our Conſtitution, did not 
bink it lawful to ſeparate from us, for them, but liv'd 
in conſtant Communion with the Church, and freely 
plam'd thoſe who departed from it. And the Example 
of theſe Men has been urg'd as an Argument to encline 


li. ur preſent Diſſenters to the ſame Practice. But me- 
nit thinks it ſeems evident, that many of thoſe who urge it, 
ter Wwou'd be very much —_ if they ſhou'd be per- 
nd WWvaded by it. Their Behaviour to a great Number of 


ery excellent Members of the Church that conform up- 
Pn other Principles, makes this very evident. We ſhou'd 
hen have a double Clamour of the Yipers in our Boſom, 


of ind the Falſe Brethren that are crept in among us, with a 

ing efign to blow us all up. 

en- Bur certainly this is very anchriſtian Behaviour, ho- 

ot Never Politick it may be thought; it is very far from that 

— orbearance of one another in Love, and receiving thoſe that 
an 


are weak in the Faith, which the Scripture recommends, 
as a Means to preſerve the Peace, and Unity of the 
hurch of Cunxisr. Good Men may differ in their Ap- 
prehenſions of Things, but they ought to bear with one 
another, even when they are miſtaken. 

HERE I cannot but obſerve the Temper of the admi- 
able Chillingworth : He ſcrupled ſomething indeed in the 
29 Articles, but did not think That a ſufficient Cauſe to 
livide from the Church. * For the 
* Church of England (ſays he) I am per- * Preface to 
© {waded that the Doctrine of it is ſo pure Religion of Pro- 
and orthodox, that whoſoever believes teſtants, a ſafe 


and WS it and lives according to it, undoubtedly Way, &c. 
5 ol WW he ſhall be ſaved ; and that there is no 
em- 


Error in which may neceffitate or warrant any Man 
to diſturb the Peace, or renounce the Communion of 
* it.” And in this Senſe he declar'd himſelf ready to 
ubſcribe the Articles. Now, what frightful Repreſen- 
ations of very excellent Perſons have been made among 
s, only upon ſome ſuch Account? And yet I doubt not 
put it may be made appear beyond any reaſonable Con- 
» an} radiction, that That is the only Senſe in which the 
gland Whurch requires any Subſcription at all. : 

Axp this was the Temper of our Reformers, particu- 
who BWarly of that young Joſiah, in whom there were ſo many 
aples good 
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good things towards the Lord God of Iſrael, in the Houſe i 
Jeroboam. This is evident in the known Caſe of the 
Biſbop and Martyr Hooper. He had ſome Scruples about thy 
Lawfalneſs of the epiſcopal veſtments then in Uſe, which 
he refus'd to wear. And thefefore King Edward and thy 
Council directed Craxmey to diſpenſe with him in that 
Matter. Indeed he refus'd to do ſo, alledging that while 
| the Law continu'd in force, he cou'd not do it, without 
incurring a Præmunire. But the great Conteſt was with 
Ridly Biſhop of Loudon, who concern'd himſelf very zex 
loutly in this Matter; till at lat a Priſon made Hooper and 
him very good Friends. * The Senſe 
* Biſhop Bu- they had of thofe Differences when they 
net's Abridg- were preparing for another World, and 
ment of the Hi- that bitter Paſſage thro' which they were 
ftory of Refor- „ to go to it, ought to inſpire all other 
mation. „with more moderate Thought in ſuch 
«© Matters.” I can't here forbear to tran: 
cribe a part of Ridly's Letter to Hooper, both being then 
Prifoners for the Sake of che Goſpel. « My dearly e 
« loved and Fellow-Elder, whom I reverence in the 
« Lord Foraſmuch as I underſtand by your Works 
« which I have but ſuperficially ſeen, that we throughl 
« agree and wholly conſent together in thoſe Thing 
« which are the Grounds and ſubſtantial Points of our Re 
« 1;gion, againſt the which the World ſo furiouſly rageth 
in theſe our Days, howſoever in time paſt, in certain IF 
« Matters, and Circumſtances of Religion, your Wiſdon 
« and my Simplicity, I grant, hath a little jarr'd, eat 
<« of us following the Abundance of his own Senſe ani 
Judgment: Now I ſay, be you aſſur'd that even witl 
« my whole Heart, Gop is my Witneſs in the Bowelsd 
« CuRIST, I love you in the Truth and for the Truth! 
« Sake, which abideth in us, and as I am perſwadel 
« ſhall by the Grace of Gov abide in us for evermore. ” 
I AM not here giving the leaſt Countenance or Encol 
ragement to thoſe (if there be any ſuch) who take upd 
them to diſpence with themſelves, as to thoſe Ceremt 
nes, and Uſages that are eſtabliſh'd by Law, and whit 
they have given their Conſent to the Uſe of. For ct 
tainly Cranmer and Ridly were in the right in inſiſting a 
Hooper's Compliance, For the Uſe of thoſe Veſtmen 


bel 
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ing enacted by Law, and made part of the Eſtabliſh- 


er by the univerſal Conſent, nothing but the ſame 
the onfent could take them away again. G 25 
„. Bur that which L aim at is to ſfiew, that we ought not 


ſet a greater value upon ſuch Things than they deſerye; 


the et ſhould cove them as they are, that is; By-Matters, 

nat d Crexnftainles of Religion, (as the good Martyr calls 

nile em) and be ready to give them up, when the greater 
Superiors pleaſe ſo 


bod of the Church requires it, a 
determine: And that a Man may be very far from de- 
rying Reproach, who, tho' he have ſome Prejudices 


e (everal things eftabliſh'd by Law; yet ſuffers the 
tie 0 ee _ — 4 I er — them; 

d (with this b. * J witely complies 
naeh thoſe Ceremonies; which if he had bees lef 5 his 
* oice, he would rather have forborn. 


Satt leave this Head with only defiring the Reader 
compare the Te of theſe Holy Manyrs, with the 
irit which prevails among thoſe, who would now be 
cem'd the only Friends of the Church of England: And 
n let him judge if they have a better Title to that Cha- 
ter, than thoſe they are pleas'd to call Len- Charcb- men, 


ol o are farther diſtingoiſh'd, in that, 

hung SECT. VI. They think it agreeable both to Scriptere and 

r ; Reaſon, that thoſe that diſſent from us ſhould be treated 

iu I with Temper and Moderation. 

_ T cannot be deny'd but that they are 4s truly con- 
eachrd at the Divifions which are among us, as any of 


ir fierce Brethren ; and it muſt be own'd too, that 
y uſe their beft Endeavours to heal and compoſe them. 
is they think may be beſt done by Mildneſs, and Mo- 
ation. Now becauſe à very rude Clamour has been 
d againſt Moderation, as if it were an Engine to de- 
y the Church, it will be the more neceſſary that I 
Nw WO pen as can be, what we mean by it. In order 
UWP bich it will not be neceflary to mention the ſeveral 
es in which the #/ord may be underfiood ; it is ſuf- 


rem 


whit to ſay that all the Moderation they contend for, 

or et treating thoſe who diſſent from us in ſuch a Manner as | 
ing , Men and Chriſtians, and v neceſſary in Order to encline g 
men K them 


bel 


66 The Principles of the Low-Church-mea., 
them to unite with as. They do not go about to abate ay 
Man's Zeal for the Church, ſo it be govern'd” by 
and * without which (as will appear preſently} 
it will do the Church more Hurt than Gd. 

Tuxx tell the Difſenters © That nothing but a Conf 
« exce, which they have taken all due Pains to infon 
« ought to keep thein from a conſtant and hearty Ca 
« munion with the Eſtabliſhment. Bur if after the 
« of all due Means for the informing a Man's Conſciey 
<« aright, he cannot bring himſelf to believe thoſe thin 

« to be lawful, or neceflary, which are requir'd of hin 
<« they dare not ſay but that tis then as much his Dy 
to ſeparate, as it is to be an honeft and fincere 
« as it is not to act againſt his Conſcience. And tis « 
ec tain that ſuch a Separation can never deſerve thoſe 
« Words that are ſo frequently beſtow'd upon it; 
« can Men who have the ſame Faith, the ſame Hope of th 
&« Calling, the ſame Lord, the ſame God and Father with 
« and only differ in things of no great Concern, real 
d ably be eſteem d worſe than the moſt corrupt Pan 

« the Chriſtian Church, or in the ſame Condition with 
& hometans, Heathens, and Infidels.” 

Tunis is far from that Spirit which Chriſtianity enja 
and, where it hath its due Influence, will certainly! 
ſpire. As that will teach us to be zealouſly conc 
Ge thoſe things which are the eſſential Parts, and Du 
of Religion, ſo it will direct us to contend even for 
with that Meckneſs of Wiſdom that becomes the Diſcipk 
the diſpaſſionate Jeſus. But then if Men do agree 
us in all that is efſential to Religion, and differ 
about fome Circumſtances, and Appendages of it; wel 
endeavour to make them of our Minds, but muſt by 
Means revile them if they ſtill retain their old Opin 
Variety of Opinions, while the Main of Religion i 
cur'd, can never deſerve much of our Zeal and Cond! 
to be ſure twill never juſtify Violence and ill Uſage 
wards thoſe who differ from us. When once we com 
ſee the Beauty of Holineſs, to underſtand what we df 
thiefly to mind and eſteem, to be heartily in Love 
ſolid Goodneſs, we ſhall heartily love and value ont 
ther, chiefly for Goodneſs Sake; and then Mattei 


little Import will break no Friendſhip. Tho? wt 
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liffer from one another, upen Account of ſeveral Opini- 
ns, yet if a fincere and unaffected Piety appear an 

is, this will out-weigh all other Contiderations, 
auſes of Diſlike ; to be ſure 'twill prevent all unchari- 
able Cenſures, and unchriſtian Revilings. 

Nor indeed, has a fierce and wrath Way of treat- 
ng thoſe that difſent from us, any more of good Policy, 
m of Chriftianity in it: For if we have any Deſign 
o bring them to our Opinion, to deal mildly and gently 
th them, is the moſt likely Method to effect it. Con- 
erts are not now to be made, nor ever were, by Vio- 
nce and Heats ; but by the Influence of Gop's good 
pirit, and by Gentleneſs, Sohriety, by ſoft Language, 
nd hard Arguments, and good Senſe. For *tis certain 
hat Prejudice is the great Cauſe of moſt of the Errors 
hat are in the World; and the greater Part of People 
e miſtaken, becauſe they will not give Truth a fair 
earing : Now both Reafon and Experience ſhew us, 
at nothing is ſo apt to gain upon a Man, aud take off 
is Prejudices, as good Words and fair Dealing. If we 
ou'd perſwade a Man to any Thing, the ready Way 
> do it, is firſt to get his Love and good Opinion: We 
my then propoſe the Arguments for Truth at a 

reat Advantage; the Man is then pliable and will hear- 
en to Reaſon ; Fd Lan $,. will be glad if he can ſo 
ar oblige us as to be of our Opinion. 
Bur now, if we deal roughly, and give hard Words, 
en preſently look upon us as their Enemies, and throw 
way all we can ſay, without confidering ; and all the 
Fe& is, they hate us the more, and the Truth for our 
Jakes. And indeed, with what Reaſon can any Man 
= thoſe Counſels ſhould be effectual, which are 
leliver'd in ſuch a Way as to argue a Hatred, and Con- 
?mpt of the Perſons whom we wau'd perſwade ? Did we 
ver know any Man brought over to the Church by this 
vrathful boiſterous Way? Does it not rather alienate 
en's Minds, and ſet them at a further Diſtance from 
s While Men forfake the Merits of the Cauſe, and 
ll to railing and diſparaging Men's Perſons, and ſcra- 
ding together all the Ill that can be ſaid of them; inſtead 
f reconciling them to the Chnrch, they blow the Coals 
ff Contention ; they ſo imbitter and envenom the Diſ- 
K 2 pure, 
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park or it ränkles into incurable Diſtates and Ar 
fion. . . neee. iS DOT, 15 KU <. 14 194 af 
Ax then it ought to be conſider d, That theſe mey 
Arts of expoſing Men's Perſons,” to diſpatage their Opp 
nions, are very unworthy of the Dignity ef our N 
feſſion; and moſt of all, unbegoming the Sacredne ſo, an 
Venerableneſs of what we contend for. To endeavo 
the Healing of thoſe Breaches that are in the Church 
Cukisr, is not a light Matter; fit to be handled nz 
ſporting, ludicrôus Manner, or in a wrathful and u 
atirahie One. A good Man will make Conſcienced 
medling with cur Diviſiens, in a Way fit only to inffam 
them. When he fers hiniſelf to treat on ſuch a niel 
choly Subject, he will confider it as a Matter of wal 
Importance, and what requires his utmoſt Care, that i 
be not manag'd in a Way unbecoming him, as a Ma 
and a Chriſtian: For | the Wrath of Man worketh not th 
Righteouſneſs of 60 D; that is, it doth not need our fink 
Paſſions, our Lies and Calumnies to promote it. Th 
(whatever Men think) are no fit Inftruments to Promo 

the Intereſt of Truth and Godlineſs. 2234 b 
Bor if hard Words can't be juſtify d, much leſs cu 
Perſecution and Oppreſſion. A Man has a natural Right u 
Liberty of  Conſtienee, which no Body can deprive him uf 
ind there can be no Reaſon for reftraining it; except 
where Men's Principles tend to the Deſtruction of the 
Civil State. Our Bleſſed Lok p compeil no Man to bed 
his Religion; nor has He given Authority to any Ma 
on Earth, to oblige People to be of theirs. Perſecution 
Force, and Violence, meerly on the Account of Religion 
is as contrary to the Genius of the Goſpel, as Lights 
Darkneſs. | | Dir 
Tuts is a Truth which comes with that ſhining E 
dence and Conviction ; that 8H Parties do now declat8Wir 
themſelves agreed in it; even * thoſe who have. give 
| 8 00 
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* Fee Dr. Sacheverel's Character of a Low-Church-Mas 
Perils of Falſe Brethren.—and eſpecially, Political Union 


preach'd ten Tears age, in which are theſe Words, ſpeaking of 1 Ul 
Dillenters: Againſt whom, every Man that wiſhes well wy em 
| Church, 
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erſecutio ... II 30045 y 
Tuis Part then of à Lon-Churcbanan's Character, that 
he is againſt all Force and Violence, in Matters purely 
Religious 3 being challeng d by thoſe. that expoſe them 
for the other: I have only to add, That as in the Na+ 
ture of the Thing, Mildneſs and Moderation, is the 
moſt likely Means to do good upon thoſe that diſſent 
from us; ſo in Experience, it has been found highly 
ſerviceable to that good End. I deſire any one to tell 
me, who hath been brought to the Love and Communi- 
on of the Church, by the Methods of Railing and Revi- 
ling? But tis eaſy to point out many that have been 
prevail'd on to lay aſide their Prejudices, and leave the 
ay of e by calm Reaſoning and a gentle and 
* ehaviour. a 139 5 | NW 
Ax accordingly the greateſt and wiſeſt Men that ever 
he Church of England was bleſs'd with, have taken this 
Nethod to convince and ſatisfy ſuch-as are ſo unhappy as 
o ſeparate from it. With what Strength of Reaſoning; 
nd moving Strains of Love, and Meekneſs, does the 
enerable Hooker treat this Argument? How free from 
Il undue Levities, uncharitable Reflexions, and bitter 
Revilings is that Immortal Book, which will be always 
ſteem d the Srawdard of Writing on this Subject? I 
night inſtance in ſeveral others; but ſhall chuſe father 
> give the Reader the Senſe of the Court of King 
tarles the Second; in the Beginning of his Reign (and 
A had it been if ſuch moderate Councils had pre- 
ail d afterwards) as we have it in the Paper intitunnd 
Direftions concerning Preachers, publiſh'd. 166 T. and again 
printed by Order of King James II. 1685. The third 
girection is in theſe Words. 710 5 1 
„ Taar Preachers forbear in their Sermons ordina- 
rily and cauſeleſly to enter upon the handling of any 
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urch, ought to hang out the BLOODY ag, and Banner of 
efianee, p. 23. He adds, Page 24. If their Numbers! and 

ulity are ſo great, that the Government muſt ENDURE 
em — Poor Man? be ſeems to wiſh it would és. 
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ther Controverſies of leſs Mbment and Difficulty: 
« hut whenfoeyer they are occaſion d, by Invitation from 
« the Text they preach upoa, or that, in Regard of the 
« Auditory they preach unto, it may ſeem requiſite and 
« expedient ſo to do; That in ſuch Caſes, they do i 
„ with all Modeſty, Gravity, and Candor : AMerting 
«. the Doctrine and Diſcipline of, the Church of Euglau 
« from the Cavils and Objections of ſuch as are -Adver- 
«: ſariesto either, without Bitterneſs, Railing, Jeering 
« or other unneceflary or unſeemly Provocation . 
10 this I will only add Arch-Biſhop Saxcroft's Advice 
to the Clergy of his Province in 1688. More 
e eſpecially that they have a very tender Regard to 
& eu Bretbren * the Proteſtant Diſſenters: That upon Oc 
< ſi on offered, they viſit them at their Houſes, and re 
te ceĩve them kindly at their own ; and treat them fairly 
«© where- ever they meet them: Perſwading them, ii 
«© may be, to a full Compliance with our Church, or 
tt at the leaſt, that vhereunte we have already attain d, w 
© may all walk hy the: fame Rule, and mind the ſame Thin 
6 And that they warmly and moſt affeQionately 
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< exhort them to joyn with us in daily fervent: Prayet 
©. to the Gop of Peace, for an univerſal bleſſed Unia 
dc of all Reformed Churches, both. at Home and Abrod, 
« againſt Our common Enemies... 
Au yet what a Noiſe and Clamour have we hade 
the Danger of the Chprch of England, from Men of the : 
Principles? A Man, unacquainted with the State « 
Things, or the 'Tempers of the Men who made thi v 
Noiſe, wou'd have verily thought, that the Reveren ( 
Bifbops were all to be baniſh'd and proſcrib d, and ther c 
Lands to be ſold, and diftributed among the Presbytm y 
an. If one would have given Credit to what was /c 
londly bellow'd out at that Time, he muſt have bee I) 
really perſwaded, that there were Ruffians hir'd to ih R 
bz DENA 0 
* From this Paſſage the ordinary Reader, will, I believe, concli w. 
That Arch - Biſpop Sancroft * the Difſenters at Home, 4 by 
the Proteſtants Abroad, to be Chriſtians at leaſt. Vide Bilan U 


Fleetwood's (now Lord Biſhop of Ely's) Charge to his Clergy, 
1710. p. 70. 
1 ti 
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the Throats of all the — — — that the 
of Uniformity was going to be repeal d, e Diretio- 
Haan 12 its Room; and that all the Churches 
ind Steeples were to be pull'd down to afford Materials 
for erecting — — The Clamour was as fierce, 
as if all, or the greater Part of this, was really intended ; 
when notwithſtanding, all the World knows, there was 
no more Deſigns againſt the Church, than there is now, 
but very much to the contrary. Did they who made 
this Noiſe, tell us of one Injury done to the Church of 
England.? Was any Part of its Doctrine, or Diſcipline en- 
croach'd upon? Was any Part of its Revenues or Incomes 
taken away ? Were not the Laws and Judges as favour- 
able to it as ever ? Were not the Biſhops as much re- 
ſpected, and feſs'd of as much Power and Credit, as 
at any Time ſince the Reformation? Did any traduce and 
illi our worthy Prelates, except thoſe who were the 
Authors of this Clamour ? In ſhort, did thoſe, from 
whom this Danger was pretended, write, preach, or 
publiſh any Thing in favour of the Diſſenters? No, 
they only treated them civilly, and as became Men and 
Chriſtians. All the Favour that was ſhew'd them, was 
only from the Principles of Humanity, Charity, and 
ood Policy; without any Defign to exalt them, or to 
preſs, much leſs, deſtroy the Church ; but on the 
contrary, to diſpoſe them, by the wiſeſt and beſt Me- 
thods could be thought on, to unite with the Church, 
vw ſo we might be one Body firmly compacted toge- 
er. | 
Bur the Truth is, it is too vifible, ſome Men can ne- 
ver be quiet, as long as there is a Moderate Man left in the 
Church. They will, perhaps, pretend to admire and 
commend the Moderation of the Church of England; and 
yet are ever declaiming againſt Moderation in thoſe that 
conform to it, whether they be Clergy or Laity. And real- 
ly if by Moderation, were meant a perfect Neutrality in 
eligion; if Men were perſwaded to be moderately Honeſt, 
Sober and Yertuous, as theſe People love to repreſent the 
Caſe, in Order to expoſe Moderation ; it would then be 
what no gvod Man cou'd endeavour to promote. Or, if 
by Moderation, were meant a Diſregard to the Peace and 
Unity of the Church, ora ſlighting our Obligations to 


con 
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Circumſtances, be either good or evil: And the loving 
and eſteeming the Perſons of thoſe, whoſe Principles 


| and ſuch as we need not be aſham'd to make known wats 


| bop Wilkins's ** ration, a 


a Virtue, and one of the peculiar Ornatnetits and Ad. 


&mtinue in the Communion. of ity Or once more, it 
by Moderation were intended a Diſpoſition of Mind; un 
fd and undeternim'd, in Matters of Religion ; and 

Id up out lers b ang Held . Party, 


Readineſs to yield up ou 
where our Intereſt and Humour would carry us ; 1 
would then be whar cou d, by no Means, becume a jou 
church nun. But when by Moderation, we really inen, 
only an aſſerting our on Principles with due 'Temper, 
and a juſt Reſpe& to the Perſons with whom we con- 
tend; the 1 our Zeal to the Value and 
Worth of the Things about which we differ: The be- 
ing ready to make Conde ſcenſione in Things, that be. 
ing indifferent in themſelves, may, according to their 


differ from our own, according to the Degrees of true 
Piety we ſee in then: Th is a truly Chriſtian Moderation, 


all Men. +3117 | at 
- 1 Wirtz conclude this whole Matter, with the Words 
of the Great Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon, relating to this Sub 

"offs: & : Speaking of Biſhop Wilkens, he 
* Preface to Bi- ſays, 1 3 mention his Mode 
likewiſe adventure to com. 
Lennons. mend him for it: Notwithſtanding that 
17 this Virtue, ſo much eſteem'd and mag 
nify'd by wiſe Men in all Ages, hath of late been 
« declaim'd againſt with ſo much Zeal and Fierceneſs, 
« and yet with that good Grace and Confidence, as if 
„it were not only no Virtue, but even the Sum and 
« Abridgment of all Vices. I ſay, notwithſtanding all 
„this, Jam ſtill of the old Opinion, that Moderation is 


c yantages of the excellent Conſtitution of our Church, 
« and muſt at laſt be the Temper of her ny 
« eſpecially the Clergy, if ever we ſeriouſly int 
« the firm Eftabliſhment of this Church, and do not 
« induſtriouſly deſign, by the cheriſhing Heats and Di 
« vifions among our ſelves, to let in Popery at theſe 
« Breaches.” | 


AxorhzR Thing by which ſome have been pleaſed 
to diſtinguiſh a Lou- Church man, is, ke 
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$ECT. VII. His refuſing to comply with the Mode, now 
much in Uſe, of Bowing towards the Altar (as t call'd) 
hen he comes into the Church, or at the Recital of the 
Creeds, or other Parts of Divine Worſvip ; and appro- 
ving 4 Prayer before Sermon, rather than the obſolete 
Cuſtom of Bidding Prayer. | | 


Now, I take it, that which diſtinguiſhes a true Son 
f the Church of England from all others, is his forming 
is Principles, and taking the Meaſures of his Behaviour, 
om the Rule that our Church her ſelf has laid down 
pr his Direction, in her Articles, Homilies, Liturgy, Ru- 
ick and Canons. This, as grounded on Scripture, our 
eat Rule, is the Path that our Conſtitution has mark d 
t; and as they who walk in it, i. e. who worſhip 
op, and obey their Superiors, in ſuch a Manner as 
eſe preſcribe, are truly Church-men ; ſo the reſt, who 
viate from the Rule on either Side, have no Title 
that Name. They that will not come «þ to it, are 
ſſenters on the one Side; and if auy go beyond it, they 
> Diſenters on the other; 3: e: both of them differ 
their Principles and Practices, from the eſtabliſnh'd 
les of the Church. Sci 
ls is ſo plain and evident, that it muſt he confeſs d 
all Hands; for which Reaſon, ] took it for granted 
he Entrance to this Diſcourſe, and in the ſeveral 
nts conteſted between thoſe call'd Low-Church-men and 
ers, (which have already paſs'd Examination :) | 
e ſhew'd that the Low-Church-men, have the Church 
lf clearly on their Side. Let us examine the Things 
under Debate, by the ſame Rule: Some Men, we 
w, make a mighty Buſtle, about calling the Commu- 
-Table an Altar, and making a profaund Congee, or 
erence towards it, when they come into the Church, 
gy the Creeds, and other Parts of the publick 
iP. But where do they find any hint or mention 
ele Things in the Canons, Rubricks, Rituals, or any 
lick authentick Inſtrument of the Church? Now 
this Practice of Bowing towards the, Communion- 
le, is no where enjoin'd by 2 Book, of Com mon- Prayer, 
It 
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it is therefore expreſly forbidden, by the Ad of Uniformiy: 
For that declares, © That in order to prevent Diverfiy 
« of Rites and Ceremonies, and to preſerve an Unifr- 
« mity in the Publick Worſhip, no Rites or Ceremonin 
% ſhall be s 47g 4 us'd in any Church or Chapel, « 
« other publick Place of Worſhip, or in any College 
« Hall in either of the Univerſities, the Colleges « 
« Weſtminſter, Wincheſter, or Eaton, or any of them, oth 
« than what * PRESCRIBED and APPOINTED » 
« be us'd, in and by the Common-Prayer Book, &c.! 
So that fince this Practice of Bowing towards the * 
or Commun ion Table, is not Preſcribd and Appointed by t 
Book, of Common - Prayer, it is therefore 'expteſly forbid 
by the A of Uniformiy. @ — © 
I Cannor but wonder therefore at Men who | 
tend to ſo much Niceneſ, in Conformity, and who, 
Things they don't Iike, will repreſent it as a moſt he 
nous Fault to add one Iota to the Liturgy 5 who quart 
with a Prayer before Sermon, if it be not altogether aft 
what they eſteem the Canon Model, and make it a migh 
important Matter that the Sn, Service be read att 
Communion-Table ; and ſome other Pun#ilio's, for whit 
they think, they can find ſome flight Pretence ind 
Rubricks and Canons: I ſay, I cannot but wonder to 
ſuch Men as theſe, contend for a Cuſtom, expreſly 
demn'd by the Church of England it ſelf. 
I Know they fay they do it in Conformity to 
Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, who did not ( 
build their Churches with a particular Reſpect to! 


Eaftern Quarter, but did alſo conſtant! with n 
Faces 0 that Way. Thus a dener Kt ingen E 
Gentleman exclaims * « 80 

* Reeves's © Knowledge of Antiquity, or ſo p. 
marginal Note © wilful Diſreſpect to the beſt Chriſt to 
in Tertulli- „ in the pureſt Ages, do ſome Men th 
an's Apolqgy, p· © in condemning the moſt Primitive ra 
238. “ Reverential Ceremony, of bowing m 
« wards the Table of the Lord.“ to 

now, beſides that theſe bet Chriſtians did not bow WI no 
towards the Eaſt, nor, that we can find, pray to the 
the 


that Part of the World, out of any Regard to then 
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Table, but upon quite other * Reaſons ; I 
ſay befides he, has not the Church of Eu- See Compa- 
gland thought fit to leave out of her R. nion for the 
ruals a great many other Ciſtoms and Uſa- Lord's-Day, p. 

es that may plead Antiquity as well as 119, &c. 
this? As the Trine + ak the Chriſm, 
and Exorciſm, at Baptiſm ; the Water mix'd with Wine, 
at the Holy Communion 3 and the Standing at Prayers on 
the Lord's-Day ; and many others that might be eaſily 
mentioned. I 1 this Gentleman himſelf would 
condemn any one who ſhould go about to introduce theſe 
Uſages into our publick Worſhip, when they are no- 
where preſcrib'd and appointed by the Church; and yet 
how eaſie would it be to cry out in theſe Caſes, as he 
does in the other? And what a glorious Uniformity ſhould 
we have in publick Worſhip, if every private Man were 
at Liberty to uſe any Rite or Ceremony, which he thought 
was practis'd by ſome in the Primitive Church? 

As to the Name of Altar, which they give to the Com- 
munion-Table, it is not to be found in our 
Liturgy. f Inthe firſt Communion-Book, + In the Reign 
that Name was indeed made Uſe of; not of Xing Ed- 
to countenance the Notion of the Sacra- ward VI. 
ments being a Propitiatory Sacrifice (which 
ſeems intended by thoſe who now make ſuch a Stir for 
it) but becauſe it was celebrated with Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe ; as appears from the Reaſons for making an Alte- 
ration in that Matter, mention'd before. 

1 Am not ſo void of Reaſon as to think it neceſſary, 
to decline calling the Lord's-Table an Altar; I know it 
may be call'd /o in a Metaphorical and Figurative Senſe : 
But fince the doing this, is manifeſtly defign'd for a 
Means of advancing a Doctrine that makes very near Ap- 
proaches towards Popery, I think it full as well to keep 
to the Name that is aflign'd it, both by our Church, and 
the Holy Scriptures. We have no Reaſon to give Encou- 
ragement to a Doctrine, that would corrupt us in the 
main Point of Chriſtianity : If theſe Men did not think 
to ſerve themſelves of the Name of Altar; if they did 
not imagine they ſhould convey their Doctrine with it, 
they would hardly make ſuch a Buſtle for it. I wiſh 


their Caſe, and thoſe of whom old Biſhop Larimer 
Rk L 2 | ſpeak 5 
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5 1 * * be not alike. It ſeems ſomg 

+ Latimer's of the Papiſts, at that Day, 5 
Sermon before they would be againſt the old Doctrine 
the Convoca- of Purgatory, as it was abuſed to very bad 
ion. Purpoſes; but they were for retaining 
ſomething very like it, which ſhould gg 


by the ſame Name. No, (ſays the good old Biſhop) 
let both go tog 

love the old Thing, that thus earneſtly endeavour 
'«« themſelves to reſtore his old Name. They would not 
'« ſet an Hair by the Name, but for the Thing: They 


ether; for they ſeem heartily to 


ebe not ſo ignorant (no, they be crafty) but that they 
bc _—_— if the Name come again, the Thing will come 
& after. n 107 

Bur if any pleaſe to call it an Altar, and muſt be ſo 
very modiſh as to bow towards it; yet for Shame let 


not the Scrutiny of a Churchman be made by a few Term 


and Uſages, that have not the leaſt Countenance from the 
Church ; but are only the Iſſues of Men's own Brains, 
who have no more Right to meddle in ſuch Matters than 
their Neighbours. Very ſtrange it is, that Men ſhould 
value themſelves upon the Obſervance of ſuch T'rifles as 
theſe ; and very unreaſonable, that they ſhould deſpiſe 
others for the Neglect of them: And yet ſo it is, that 
they will repreſent ſuch as keep ſtrictly to the Rules 
of Church-Communion, and think it a Breach of that Rule, 
to go higher than the Church has directed, as Men of a 
lower Church than themſelves : While thoſe who ad 
in this Manner, are the true and only Church-men ; and 
the other exalted Pretences, are no leſs a Deviation from 
the True Church, than Superſtition is from the True 
Religion. e 

As to the Cuſtom of Bidding Prayers, I muſt confeſs they 
do pretend ſome Countenance to it from the 5 5th Canon, 
which directs the Form of the Prayer, to be us'd by Preachers 
before Sermon. But now, I think, the very Title of the 


Canon, if there were nothing elſe, is an Evidence that 


the Church defign'd this as a Direction to the Miniſter 
in what Manner he ſhould pray; and not as an Exhorta- 
tion to the People to pray, which is the Senſe they would 
put upon it. If the Churches Meaning is to be known 
by her own Words, it is certain ſhe has exprefly order d 
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Form of Prayer to be uſed by all Preachers before their Ser- 
ons. But ſure there is a great Difference betwixt a 
Prayer, and a Direttion or Exhortation to pray. 5 

FTuis Senſe of the Canon is confirm by the different 
Vay of expreſſing their Meaning in this Caſe, from 
hat which obtained before the making of it; and the 
lifferent Practice of Church-men, conſequent thereupon. 
Before the Canons of 1603. there was no Form of Prayer 


our Wo be uſed before Sermons. The Injunctions of King 
not dward VI. 1547, ſtiles the Form the Preacher was to 
hey ſe in his Pulpit, The Form of bidding the Common-Prayers : 
hey nd thoſe of Queen Elizaberb, 1559. The Form of bidding 


be Prayers to be uſed generally in thu uniform Sort. But 
rw the Canon requires a Prayer, and not the bidding 
rayers before Sermons ; and though the Form in the 
anon 18 Exhortatory and not Precatory ; yet it is evidently 
Direction to Preachers, how and in what Manner, they are 
b pray; and not intended for an Inſtruftion to the People, 
hewing them what they ſhould pray for. | 

Bur if there were any Ambiguity in this Rule, it 
ems highly reaſonable that the long and general Pra- 
ice of the Church, ſhould determine the Senſe of it. 
ow'tis certain, that the moſt eminent Divines of the 


that Wb of England from the Time theſe Canons were 
ules de, to this Day, have generally uſed a Form of Prayer 
ule, {fore their Sermons. The Right Reverend Biſhop 
of 2 Norwich has obſerv'd, that * Dr. Plume, 

| wc in his Life of Biſhop Hacker, ſays, That Viſitation 
an 


bidding of Prayer before Sermon he ne- Charge, p. 3t. 
ver practiscd, and ſaid, no more did 

Dr. Ravi, and Dr. Fletcher, Arch-Biſhop Whitgift's 
Chaplains, afterwards Biſhops, who drew up the 55th 


they Caren, whom he knew very well, and often heard 
non, {WWpreach, and always uſed a Form of their own; and 
chers o Biſhops Articles ever examin'd or found Fault 
the ith it. The Biſhops were ſo far from this, that in 


orty ſeveral Books of Articles of Enquiry at Viſita- 
10ns, which I have ſeen, from the Year 1604 to 1641, 


neluſire, the Queſtion upon this Head runs generally 
uld n theſe Words, Doth your Minifier before bis Sermon 
wn ray, &c. Or, Doth be uſe the Form of Prayer preſcribed 
ord n the 54th Canon? Or, Doth be in bis Prayer before 
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only Bidding Prayer, by His Majeſty's late Royal | 
junttions, which they N direct them to bid t 


they expreſly ſuppoſe that they uſe a Prayer t 
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« Sermon $9 ? &c, Nor are there in all theſe Boch 
ee where the Queſtion leads to the Way 
« Ridding Prayer, and they fall near the latter 6 
ee this Period, when two Orders were made in th 
e Houſe of Lords againſt Innovations; and the Biſhop g 
Lincoln was directed, at his next Viſitation to py 
« them in Practice. Purſuant to theſe Orders, whid 
de he prints at the End of his Articles, 1641, He af 
4 Do you know of any Parſon, Vicar, or Curate that 
per pray before their Sermons, but bid the People pray? 
40 uſe any other new or voluntary Rite or Ceremony ; not wu 
« ranted by Law; yen are to preſent them.” 
Trar the moſt eminent Divines of the Church of 
land, before and about the Time of King Charles if 
eign, did conſtantly uſe a Prayer, and not the Bi. 
Form, is yet farther evident from the Collection 
their Prayers, printed 1659, with this Title 
« Choice Forms of Prayer, by ſeveral Reverend a 
4 Godly Divines, uſed by them, both before, and 9 
« SERMON ; by Dr. Reeve, Dr. Gillingham, Dr. } 
« Taylor, Dr. Hewit, Dr. Wilde, Dr. Griffith, Mr. 
* Fuller, Mr. Ball, Mr. Goddard, Mr. Nat. Hardy, Mr. 
& Mr. John Marſton, Mr. Machingſt, and Mr. Spark, 
I have, with great Pleaſure, read theſe ſeveral Fon 
of Prayer, and can aſſure the Reader, they are as i 
from the Scantineſs of thoſe who put off their Pep 
with only a ſhort Collect, as the Formality of others 
very gravely exhort them to pray, but will not pn 
themſelves. And yet theſe Divines were all of 
eminent Church-men and Royalifts ; and ſeveral of“ 
exceeding great Sufferers upon that Account. 
Sou would juſtify themſelves in this Practice 


People pray, rather than to joyn with them in Prat 
before Sermon. But any one who reads thoſe hun 
ens muſt be ſoon convinc'd, that they are fo far f 
obliging the Clergy to bid Prayers in the Mule l 

ere 
fore Sermon; and affirm that the Lord's-Prayer 1s the 
cluſion of their Prayer, and not the who/e Prayer, ot 
tae Prayer they at that Time, and in that Place, * 


. 
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TAE Occafion of the Order in thoſe Injunctions re- 
ating to this Matter, was plainly this; many of the 
lergy out of Diſaffection to the King, or at leaſt to his 
Supremacy in Caufes Eccleteſtical, would uſe x C only, 
aud the Lord's-Prayer, and ſo haſten to their S. A 
practice abſolutely againſt the Senſe*and Words of the 
Canon 3 and which ſeems firſt to have bM#n'taken u 
fince the Revolution, among the Nonjurors, and othet a}. 
affected Preachers, who did not care to pray for Kin 
Wiliam, or for the Biſhops. This Sort of People behay* 
themſelves in the ſame Manner to His preſent Majeſty, 
and did not care for owning his Title or Supremacy in their 
Prayers ; for reading the Common-Prayers, (many of them 
fad) was only Matter of Form, and was not properly 
Praying for the King. They therefore uſed a Colle# only 
in their Pulpits, inſtead of Praying (as the Canon di- 
res) for the King and his Royal Family. To reduce 
theſe Men to their Duty, and prevent this uncanonical 
Practice, was the Defign of the TnjunBions, which do 
require Preachers to uſe a Prayer before Sermon, accor- 
ding to the Direction of the Canon, or to the full Effect 
thereof; which is a very different Thing from the Pra- 
Qice of Bidding Prayer, and is indeed, evidently inconſi- 
ſtent with it. | 4.6 | 

I Wirr, only add, that as Proying is more agreeable 
to the reſt of the Service, than bidding a Prayer is 5 
is more apt to make the Congregation joyn in it ; and 
does more immediately anſwer the Deſign of the Canon; 
ſo it is more agreeable alſo to the Practice of the Pri- 
mitive Church, and is approv'd and juftify'd by ſome 
very great Men among us, who cannot be ſuſpected of 
Want of Zeal for the Church of England. | 

Ma. Thorndike ſays, That in the Primi- gf 3, Service 
tive Church, Preachers were wont in the ef Gop in Reli- 
Beginning of their Sermons, to commend giows Aſſem- 
themſelves and their Labours to Gop's blies, Cap. 7. 
Bleſſing; the Form is extant which 
St. Ambroſe uſed ; neither do we find that it was not 
at their own Choice. And in another Place | 
he ſtiles this Form a PRAYER (not a Ju Weights 
Bidding of Prayers) of St. Ambroſe before Wd Meaſures, 
1 his Sermon. And, as to cur own Church, Cap. 16. 
even 
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BG 0 even Mr. Leſly himſelf ſays, © That oy 
MM | Lefly's 4n- © Miniſters are not ty d to the Comma 1 


ſever to Pen, im © Prayers, but take the ſame Liber 
his flue Diſcowr- with others, to pray according to they - 


ſes, p. 189% „ own Conceptions, before and after 
ads Sermon. And, if I miſtake not 
. Wells, i his Anſwer to Mr. Pierce, ſays the ſame 
Thing 3 as do ſeveral others, who, I hope, may pa 
for good Church-men. | | * 
N I ConcLvvDs this Matter with Mr. Len 
Remarks on #'s Wiſh, that our Convocation would re. 
Bifle's Ser- viſe this Canon, that ſo there may not 
mans p. 24. be that Difference, that to our Sham 
| | and Reproach there is now among our 
Clergy in their Miniſtrations. But, Lord ! When will 
that Time come that we ſhall be ſo happy as to ſee 
the Things that belong to our Peace ? When we ſhall 
amend thoſe Things among us, which we our ſelves 
are convinc'd, and declare to all the World, ought to 
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be amended? _ 5 eee eee 
AxorhEx diſtinguiſhing Principle of the Low-Churds 
men, is, / - 


SECT. VIII. Their Aſſerting the Divine Inſtitution of 
the Lord's-Day, and - Concern that it be obſerv'd in 4 
very ſerious and religious Manner. | 


I Am not going to ſay, that they do univerſally ob- 
ſerve this Day as they ought, or that none but they do 
obſerve it: No, I wiſh there was juſt Ground to affirm 
the former, and know there is none for ſaying the latter. 
This Day is 'too much negle&ed and profaned by all 
Parties: And ſome among all too, I 7] not but there 
are, who call the Sal bath a Delight, the boly of the Lord, bo- 
nourable ; and honour him, not doing their own Ways, nt 

finding their own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking their own Words an 
this boly Day. | | 

Bur there ſeems too much Ground for this DiſtinQi- 
on, in that thoſe who would be thought the moſt zealous 
for the Church, do commonly affirm it to be only a meer 


Human or Agleſiaſtical Inſtitution ; and do too often ſpend 
the greatesZPatt of it, in ſuch a Manner as is very unbe- 
N | comin 
we 


= 


' 
+» | 
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tou coming that holy Seaſon: And not content with this 
mo 1 iberty in themſelves, they very frequently agcuſe thoſe 
erty of Kanarien, and I know not what, who think them- 
their c-{ves oblig'd to do otherwiſe. | 3 
after Tur always call it by the old brarbenib Name of 
not, ; and for any to give it the Chriftian Appellation, 
ame . e, che Lord's-Day, is made as ſure a Sign of s Fanarick , 
Par WY as it wis with Biſhop Gardiner of a Heretick, to ſay be 
Lord, or I praiſe God, And the Truth is, they common- 
Lew- ly make but a heatheniſh Uſe of ir ; they ſeruple no 
uren, Journeys; Diverfions, or Buſineſs ;" and are, at leaſt, 
* as conſtant at Coffce-bouſes and Taverns, as at the Hbaſe of 
C God. : 
our So far hath this wretched Humour prevail'd, that a 
will zan who keeps the Church conftantly, receives the ho- 
ſee ly Sacrament . and never was at 4 Meeting o 
hall Diffenters in his Life, ſhall not eſcape being accounte 
Ives one of that Number, if he alfo have a juft Regard for 


this ſacred Day. | 

WHrzENCE can be the Reaſon of this? Why, next. to 
the Prevaleney of Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Enmity 
there is in the Age to ſerious Religion, it ſeems owing 
o the following Cauſes. | 


. Tax needleſs Severity cf many in the laſt Age, 
ho would not admit the Lawfulneſs of doing even the 
noſt neceſſary or convenient Things upon this Day; 
ſuch as drawing a little Water, gathering à few Herbs! 


ra Flower, and dther Things of the like Nature. 


2. Tuxsx Peoples raiſing this Duty toa Degree ſcarce 


all Npracticable, provak d others to flacken it too much; and 

ere s one Extream uſually brings on another, this oceaſion'd 
bo. he Book of Sports; or a Declaration for the Lawfulneſs 

nor of Sports and Paſtimes on the Lord's Day; and fo inſtead 
f being the great Inftrument of Religion, it became 
| Day of [dleneſs and Profaneneſs ; and gave the Nation 

ci uch a Tincture of Irreligion, as will ſcarce be ever 

bus durg'd Out. - 

eer 

o 3. And this hath been further promoted, by the 


Notion which. about that 2 firſt advaneed among 
us, 
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us, and. by too many of our Preachers hath been firce. 
propagated, That the Lord's-Day, is bile whos the ſame 
Foundation with the other Holy-days.... Since the Prevailing 
of which, it cannot but be taken Notice of, and deeply 
lamented, that Men have indulg'd themſelves in ex- 
ceſſive Liberties on this Day ; they have been ſo fu 
from taking Care that they and their Families ſhould be 
employ'd wholly in the Worſhip of Gop, either in pub. 
lick or..private, at this Time, - that no Regard Lbs 
had to the Duties of it; but it has been ſpent in ſecu- 
lar Bufineſs, or in Idleneſs, or even in downright Pro- 


4. AnoTHER, Thing that has very much promoted 
this, is undoubtedly a Humour of acting as much unlike 
the Diſſenters among us as is poſſible ; who (to their 
Pater be it ſpoken) have generally regarded this Part 
ot their Duty, without that Rigidity that was tov com- 
mon among their Predeceflors. 


Tur a Kind of Enmity to their Practice is one Cauſe 
of the Neglect of this Duty among us, ſeems viſible, in 
that if a Man be never ſo zealous fbr Conformity, yet if 
he regard this Duty in a ſerious manner, this ſort of 
People, theſe great Church-men, will be ſure to call him: 
Presbyterian. The Sanctification of this Day is what the 
Diſſenters are very exemplary in, and therefore it muſt, 
by all means, be run down as a Piece of Fanaticiſm, to 
agree with them in it: For they. can hardly think any 
thing that is good and praiſe-worthy can be among ſuch 
Schiſmaticks 3 or, if the Thing be good in it ſelf, they are 
as confident, as if the Secrets of their Hearts were known 
to them, that their Zeal for it proceeds only from Hy: 
pocriſy ; and cruly they will not appear like Hypocrites! 
This Cenſure is perhaps owing, in ſome meaſure, to 
thoſe unhappy Times, -when many, under the Pretence 
of Religion, and a zealous Concern for Gop's Honour, 
particularly the ftrict Obſervation of the Lord's-Day, 
did very vile and wicked Things. Becauſe in thoſe 
Times, which ſtand condemn'd for hypocritical, there 
was a. Shew of greater Sanctity and Strictneſs, it i 
thought neceſſary to keep at as great a Diſtance as * 
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be from the like Appearance. For this Reaſon all Re- 
formation of Manners, and particularly the ſetting up the 


ly 8 of Gop in Families, and the ſerious Obſervation 
. of the Lord's- Day, is by too many exploded ; they are 
fur thought Things fit only to diſtinguiſh Hypoerites, and 
de Perſons diſaffected to the Church, and Government. 

* Bur certainly this is wretched arguing ; for it will not 
VA juſtify our Neglect of the plain and undoubted Duties of 
5s Religion, that ſome Men have made them a Cloak- for 
ro- Impiety and Wickedneſs. This is ſuch another pitiful 


Argument as many ignorant Diſſenters make uſe of againſt 

our publick Liturgy ; when they fay it is taken from the 
ted Maſs-Book,, and therefore truly they can't like it. Do 
like ve allow this to be good Reaſoding? No, we tell them 
| that the greater Part of it had a Place in the ancient Li- 
dart turgies long before the Mz/s had a being; that what is 
ſuperſtitious in it ſelf we have purg'd out; and that the 
Abuſe of the reſt is no ſufficient Reaſon againſt the Uſe 
of it; that therefore tho' they abus'd many excellent 
uſe Things to the Service of their Superſtition, they may 
„in notwithftanding be very good Inſtruments of Devotion 
etif nd true Religion among us. From hence any one may 
+ of eaſily frame an Anſwer to this trifling Objection. To be 
:m 2 WT ſhort, the Abuſe of what a plain and poſitive Law of Gor 
the bath made our Duty, is no Argument againſt our per- 
auf, forming it in a due Manner. And yet one cannot but ob- 
„ to berve how zealouſly ſome will reaſon from this Topick 
- an) for the retaining indifferent Rites and Ceremonies, that have 
ſuch been made to ſerve the ends of Popiſb Superſtition ; and 
y are i the ſame Time deſpiſe and neglect the Obſervation of 
own the Lord's-Day, which is of Divine Appointment, upon 
Pretence that thoſe whom they eſteem Hypocrites have 
ſerv d themſelves of it. And yet there is this great Diffe- 
rence in theſe two Caſes: Religion may be ſupported 
vithout theſe indifferent Things which have been ſo abu- 
ed; but it cannot poſſibly long ſubſiſt without a Regard 


nour, : 

Day, e this ſacred Day. * « $0 that (as the 

thoſe moſt Reverend Archbiſhop of York ob- * Frrewel 
there il ſerves) if there was nothing of a Di- Sermon, 


it is WT vine Command for the ſetting apart this 
may WT Day for religious Uſes, (which yet I believe there is) 
yet it is one of the moſt prudent and uſeful! Contira- 
M 2 tions 
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84 The Principles of the Low-Church-men, 
tions that ever was made; for to the keeping up the 
« Religion of this Day we owe, in a great Fe fare 
<« that the very Face of Chriſtianity hath hitherto been 
e preſery'damong us. And were it not for this, for ay 
« thing I know, moſt of us in a very few Years would 
« become little better than Heathens and Barbarians, $ 
<« that even upon this Account all Men that have wy 
« Honour for Gon, or true Zeal for the Intereſt of hy 
«© Church and Religion, will think * obligl 

to obſerve very ftrictly this Holy Day, 

Ovs Church is ſo ſenfible of the Neceflity of a-ſeriuy 
17 Regard to it, that we find it often enjoin 
*Abridgment, and requir'd of us. Biſhop Burn lays\ 
p. 291. that our Reformers gave a great Charge ty 
1 the /iziff Obſervation of the Lord's-Day 
which was appointed to be ſpent wholly in the Worſhyp 
of God, and to be all employ'd in the Duties of Religiog 
or in Works of Charity. And in one of the Fmilies we 
are told, That we now keep the firſt Day of the Week, 
„ and make that our Sabbath ; and that all Men, and 
Women and Children, and Servants, be to keep it in 
« Holy Reft, and uſe it holily, and give themfelve 
% wholly to heavenly Exerciſes of Gop's true Religion 
One conſiderable Part of which, we may ſuppoſe, the 
eſteem'd fruging Pſalms and Hymns to Gor, to be: Fa 
we are told that when the Pſalms were firſt put in Veri 
they were much uſed both in Churches and Howſes by al 
| | that lov'd the Reformation. + And ye 
I Reign of Ed- even this Divine and Heavenly Work { 
ard VI. much us'd by thoſe that /ov'd the chi 
of England then, is now by ſome Mey 
made a ſure Sign of a Fanatic, or Low-Church-man, 
Tuksx Men bring tomy Mind Bonner Biſhop of Lend 
ho was mighty angry with the good Martyr Philpot is 
Fnging Pfalms in his Coal-houſe, in which he was cos 
mn d for his adhereing to the Proteſtant Religion. Wh 
he was brought upon his Examination, Bower told him 
# That Pliny mention'd a ſort of Hereticks, that, like him 
« roſe before Day to ſing Pſalms to Gop. To which 
the good Man (who knew of whom Pliny ſpeaks betta 
than this learned Biſhop) reply'd, . My Lord, Go) 
= make me and all you here preſent ſuch A; 
Fea x "el * « theol. 
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« thoſe that ſung thoſe Morning Hyang, for they were 
« right Chriſtians, with whom the Tyraats of the World 
« were offegded for their well- doing. This Pepi Bi- 
op was of their Mind, who think every Body mutt be 
ereticks and Schiſmaticks, that act like thoſe whom 
hey are pleas'd to call by ſuch hard Namęs. The pri- 
nitive Chriſtians, with him, muſt be Hereticis, becauſe 
þ+/pot was in this Reſpe@ like them. Methinks tis very 
ard, that ſuch Things as us d formerly to diſtinguiſn a 
brian from a Hearhen, and a Proteſtaut from a Papiſt, 
hou d now become Matter of Reproach, and be a Token 
f a Man diſaffected to the Church of England, What 


ys WW imes are we fallen into ! What an Age is this that we 
e re in! When doing as the firſt Chriſtians and Proteſtants 
Day, d, when following the Examples of Saints and Mar- 
nl yrs, ſhall be — to unch a Man. | 

vio BW Tan Truth is, many who pretend themſelves the 


oft zealous Friends of the Church of England, ſeem to 


es we 
ehe as if they wou'd never be pleas'd, while there is 
Grain of ſerious: Religion in it. Men now think it 
in itle enough to the Name of Church men, if they do but 


ehe ealouſl are againſt Diſſenters, and perhaps vote 
on. r thoſe whom they eſteem in the Church's Intereſt, 
then rink its Health (as the Phraſe is) and damn all that 
Fa icrer from it, tho' they themſelves ſeldom ſee the In- 
erg de of a Church, and as ſeldom ſhew any Signs of De- 
y al don when they are there. There is a Diſtinction now 
je ade of one that is for the Church and of the Church, 
* (hich ſeems ſo very nice, that one would wonder how 


ey came to hit on t. One comes conſtantly to Church 
orning and Afternoon, and, as he bas Opportunity, 
ceives the Holy Sacrament, perhaps often attends the 
2 and always lives as becomes a Member of 
Chriſtian Church; 1 yet be is only of the Church; 
18 with us, and yet againſt us, or not heartily for us. 
Inother ſeldom or never comes to Church at all, does 
dt receive the Sacrament in his whole Life (unleſs to 
ualify himſelf for an Office) and indeed lives a Life, that, 
the Diſciplme of the Church could be duly exercis'd, 


eta ould exclude him even from the Communion of Pray- 
Goo”; and yet tha Man is violently for the Church, and 
ks che Man for their Turn. This Sort of Men are well 
bolt repre- 
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repreſented by "the" Thager we ſee in ſome Chiirchs 
that are placed in that bending Poſture, as if they bay 
upon their Shoulders the Weight of the Building; 
whereas, in Truth; they are only the Fancy of the 1 
chitect, and bear no Weight at all. And yet theſe v 
thy Members and Oruamints of the Church of England N 

their good Will; would engroſt it to themſelves, and wil 
allow none but ſuch as they are, to have any Part or Ly 

in tha Mister. 88 110 

IN DEE PD, to be too conftant and ſerious in all the Ox 
dinances and Inſtitutions of the Church, eſpecially if fy 
two Sermons on the Lord's. Day, and a pious Regard 
the intermediate Parts of it, employing what can be ſpar 
from publick Worſhip in the'private Exerciſes of Rel; 

gion, in Family Duties, catechizing Children and 60 

vants, reading Gop's Word recollecting and repeatiꝶ 
Sermons, joint Prayer to Gor; and finging his Praiſes; | 

ſay, a due Regard to theſe Things is with many pretend 
ed Zealots for the Church an ill Sign; and hath a Fane 
tical Aſpect; And-what will they do in the End — 

Bur whatever theſe Men do or ſay, it is the Datyd 
all, and will be the Care of the true Members of thi 
Church to regard theſe Things; and for our Comfor 
let us remember, that thoſe that honour Gon, He will honour 
'but they that deſpiſe Him ſhall be lightly eſteem d. & 


"SECT. IX. With reſpeſt to the Civil Government," thi 
-  call'd Low-Church-men think, That all that Obedient 
and Submiſſion that in, ſettled hy our Laws to the Perſai 
e our Princes, ought to be paid them for Conſcience Sul: 
But if a miſaided Prince ſball take on him to difſolve os 
Conſtitution, and to deſtroy the Religion and Liberties i 
bz Subjefts, he may lawfully be reſiſted in thoſe Attempts, 
And they are very zealons' for the Proteſtant Succeflin 
as ſettled by Law, and can by no means allow of a 
In deſeaſible Hereditary Right to the Crown of Gren 
Britain. | 5 (12 


1 HeRz it will concern me to be very exact, becaule 
4 this Part of their Character, above all others, has bee 
=. . mo'? violently attack d; not ſo much by reaſoning againl 
as by flirting at, and miſrepreſenting their Principles. * 

Trut 
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ruth is, tho many of the very zealous Sons of the 
hurch do yet adhere to the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obe - 
once in the utmoſt Extent of it, and an Indefeaſible 
ereditary Right, in the ſtricteſt Senſe; and conſequent- 
do and, intend to cat black and odious Colours upon 
le Revolution, and utterly diſclaim the Proteſtant Succeſſion; 
t few of them care to own, and ſome we charitably 
pe have really renounc d theſe Principles, and their un- 
-niable. Conſequences. But yet notwithſtanding, theſe. 
ry Men do frequently make that a Matter of Reproach 


%,, which i you ſift em to the Bottom, they them- 
. will own. They do now often acknowledge Paſive- 
1 Ldience to be a limited Duty, and ſuch as may admit of 


Exception as well as other Duties en in Scrip- 
re, in as general Terms; and tell us, that by Hereditary 
ght, they, mean no more than Hereditary Right accor- 
ng to that Af which excludes Papiſts, and conſequently 
ftroys Hereditary Right, underſtood in the Senſe in 
hich they us d formerly to aſſert, and others to deny it. 
INDEED if we were to form our Judgment of theſe 
[en by their Addreſſes iome Time ago, we muſt then be- 
ve they do wretchedly diſguiſe themſelves, and im- 
ſe upon the World; for in them we find frequent De- 
arations on the Behalf of Unlimited Pafſive-Obedience, 
d Obedience without Reſerve ; and in Favour of Heredi- 
ry Right (in a quite different Senſe) as the beft, if not 
e only Right now, which yet they themſelves with the 
me Breath do diſclaim for the future. And all this 
in d with heavy Accuſations againſt thoſe of different 
inciples, whom they. repreſent as Commonwealths- 
en, Enemies to Monarchy, and ſuch as had Deſigns to 
troduce a Republick, and bring the King of England 
the Condition of the Duke of Venice; and all this 
ly for being of Principles, which at other Times they 
y are their own. | 

Axp yet they cannot give one Inſtance of a Perſon of 
y Character, that aſſerted the Lawfalneſs of Reſiſtance, 
any Caſe, but that of a total Subverſron, and when it 
$ abſolutely ,nec:{Jary.to the Public; Happineſs and Scπ¹it 3. 
that thought it worth his while to oppoſe an Hereditary , 
wht according to the AF of Settlement, which is the only 
ale in which themſelves do pretend to own any for 
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Right, they mean the ſame with other People's Parks 
mentary Right ; and yet by the deceitful Uſe of thek 
Words, with much Noife and Clamour, they endeavoury 
keep up a Diſtinction, where they cannot maintain any, 
Bur I come now to make appear the Confſiſtence 
| * with the Prineiples of the Chareb of By 
land. GH | 
n Ir cannot indeed be deny'd, but that a Multituded 
very eminent Divines of the Eftabliſh'd Church, hat 
aid Things enough in all Conſeience in Favour of 
ſolute Submiſſion. But beſides that they ſeem'd plai 
to retra# their Doctrine, when they ſa evidently cont 
difted it by their Praffice, they are nothing more t. 
vate Doffors Opinions, which muſt by no means 
made the Standard of our Church's Doctrine. The! 
count of the Clergy's a Arbitrary Notions, | 
very ſhort and eaſte. In the Times of Anarchy and Ct 
- fufion, the Principles of Obedience, and the Notions 
Reſi ſtance were ſo looſe, that in Oppofition to then 
others, at the Reſtoration, run themts ves into the otht 
Extreme, without any regard to the Nature of f 
Conſtitution, Before the Convulſions of thoſe Tim 
the Authority of Princes, and the Subje&ion of Peop 
ſtood upon their right Bottom; a Power of Governing 
and a Duty of Obeying and Submitting according i 
our legal Conſtitution. But when the Subjects ha 
vaded the Regal LE and deſtroyed the King 
made many fond of, and impatient to a for 
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Doctrine that ſhould put it in the Power of the King to 
deſtroy his Subjects. And ſo this Doctrine gain'd 
Ground; and prevail'd in the Reign of King Charles II. 
The Flights and Flatteries of the Divines in his Time 
were very high and extravagant, eſpecially in their 
Court-Sermons ʒ but from the Beginning it was not ſo: The 
Principles of Arbitrary Power, and a ſingle Will and 
Pleaſure above the Laws of the * Land, | | 
were ſcarce ever heard of, to be ſure not * pe 
with Countenance and — — till 4y Sibthorp © 
thoſe unhappy Times of Rebellion and and Manwa- 
Anarchy, and the ſucceeding ones of Eaſe ring, and. re- 
| ind Luxury. And as they probably fut d to be licen- 
brought on the Confuſtons of the firſt ; (for ſed by Archbis 


vie however it happens, Tyranny and Rebel- bp Abbot. 
bei lion ſeem in their Nature made to hate, | 

ure and yet to help forward one another) ſo 'twas little leſs 
ny. WT than 4 Miracle, that they were eſcap'd by the latter; 


when ſo many were wearing out their Pulpits with the 
Doctrine of Abſolute and Unlimited Submiſſion to 
Princes, as if it were not only the firſt aud great Command- 
ment, but the ſecond; too. But whatever Countenance 
heſe abſurd Notions have had from ſome in the Church, 
they never received any from the Church it ſelf. On 
he contrary, the whole Convocation, the Church of En- 
tland's Repreſentative in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, publick- 
acknowledg'd it glorious to aſſiſt Subjects a id 
e . 
n Defence of their juſt Rights and Liberties. And 
hey not only maintain'd in Words the Juſtice of the 
ench, Scotch, and Dutch Defences, which the Proteſtants 
f thoſe Countries made for the Safeguard of their 
wes, Liberties, and Religion, but laid down their 
Parſes to help them; and charg'd themſelves deeply 
vith Taxes, in Conſideration of the Queen's great 
barges and Expences in aſſiſting them; as may be ſeen 
t large in the Preambles of the Clergy's Subſidy f Acts 


Tyranny and Oppreſſions of their Sovereigns, an- 


f Note, that tho' now the Clergy are tax d by Parliament, and pay 
Ir their Benefices, as Gentlemen do for their E ſtates ; yet before the 
eſtoration of King Charles II. they were tax d by their Repreſen- 


"0 in 


lives in Convocation. 
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in that Reign; which the Reader may find together it 
the learned Mr. Jabnſon s Anſwer. to Conftantins the 4p 
fate, p. 79. of his Works. From whence I will only 
' recite one Inſtance that may ſtand for all, 5 Eliz, cap. 24, 
Among other Conſiderations for which the Clergy give 
their Subſidy of Six Shillings in the Pound, they have 
theſe Words. And finally pongering the ineſtimable 
« Charges ſuſtain'd by Your Highneſs, as well of late 
«Days in reducing the Realm of Scotland to Unity and 
« Concord, as alſo in procuring, as much as in Your 
4 Highneſs lieth, by all kind, and godly, and prudent 
« Means, the abating of all Hoſtility and Perſecution 
% within the Realm of France, practis'd and us'd again 
« the Profeſſors of Gop's Holy Goſpel, and True Re 
« {jgion. ” The firſt Thing in this Paſſage is the 
Queen's Aſſiſtance of the Scortiſ Nobility in their Re 
formation, in which the Queen of Scotland reſiſted then 
to her Power, by bringing French Forces into Scotland, 
„ BY which is ſet — at large in our Chrow 
* Stocu, p. 640. cles *. The Temporality in their Sub 
eh ſſidy Act, 5 Elia. cap. 27. call this Af 
ſtance, The Princely and upright Preſervation of H en 
„Liberty of the next Realm and Nation of Scotia re 
% from imminent Captivity and Deſolation. I 0 
other is the godly and prudent Means for abating Hoſt 
* lity and Perſecution within the Realm d 
+ Stow, p. 650. France. Now Hiſtory will inform us, f that 
al thoſe were Forces y Br under Dudley Eu 
of Warwick, to Newhaven, to aſſiſt the Hugonots who wen 
then in Arms. We have ſome modern illuminated I. 
vines, who wou'd not ſtick to call this the abetting 
Rebellion: But the whole Biſhops and Clergy, a 
amongſt them the Compilers of the Homilies, call it My jec 
Uſe of Godly and Prudent Means to abate Hoſtility att | 
Perſecution practis'd againſt the Profeſſors of God's HH wit 
Goſpel and True Religion: For ſo that charitable Clerg 
could find in their Hearts to call a Parcel of Calvini Ch 
who had never a Biſbop amongſt them, whom ſome i mo 
this degenerate Age would ſooner” unchurch and dg im: 
than aid or aſſiſt. How 
| Now from hence it appears, that this modiſh Paſſi 
Doctrine of ſubmitting for Conſcience ſake, to 1 Sub 
Violend 
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in Violence, and all ſorts of lawleſs Oppreſſion, is/all 
2 Madneſs and Innovation, and a Thing wholly unknown 
ily WY to the Orp Church of England. For it they had etteem'd 
24. the foreign Proteſtants Rebels for defending themſelves 
ive WJ againft their Perſecutors and Oppreſſors, the Biſhops 
Ive and Clergy of Eng/and would ſcarce have involy'd them- 
ble ſelves in the ſame Guilt, by aiding and aſſiſting them. 
ate For it had been utterly unlawful, and a horrid Sin to 
and WJ affift Subjects in the Violation of their Duty and Alle- 
our giance, and to turn at leaſt a whole Year's LT of 
ent all the ſpiritual Promotions in England, into Swords, to 
ion be employed in reſiſting the Ordinance of Gov... 

ink I Micnr at large ſhew this to be the Senſe and Judg- 
Re ment of the Church of England, not only thro' the long 
the and glorious Reign of Queen Elizabeth, but in the Reigns 
of King James I. and Charles I. alſo: (who aflifted - 
hen Rochellers againſt the French King, and order'd a Faſt by 
al WW Proclamation, and appointed a Form of Prayer to be 
on drawn up for the imploring of Gop's Blefling upon 
dub them, and the Aſſiſtance he gave them :) But his hath 
Af-W been done ſo fully already, in Papers that are in almoſt 
f the every Body's Hands, that I ſhall paſs it over; and only 
refer the Reader to the learned Biſhops of Salubury and 


TH Oxford's Speeches on Sacheverell's Tryal ; and particularly 
oli to © the Hiſtory of Reſiſtance, as praftis'd by the Church 


« of England; in which 'tis undeniably prov'd from 
« moſt authentick Records, that in every Reign fince 
the Reformation of Religion, the ſaid Church hath 
« aided and aſſiſtedꝭ juſtify'd and approv'd of ſuch Sub- 
« jets as have defended themſelves againſt the Op- 
« preſſions of their Tyrannical Princes. 

 AcainsT all this Evidence there can be nothing ob- 
jected worthy our Notice, but ſome Paſſages in the 
Book of Homiliezs, which, *tis pretended, are inconſiſtent 
with it. [ hope upon Exanunation it will appear to be 
otherwiſe ; for I ſhould be very ſorry to find the whole 
Church of England acting contrary to their Principles for 
more than a Hundred Years together, and in ſuch an 
important Point too; and as ſorry if the Doctrine of the 
Homilies cannot be reconcil'd with Scripture and Reaſon, 
and the Law of England; all which do ſet us frie from 
Submiſſion to illegal, and deſtrufive Violence and Op- 
preſton, N 2 Now 
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Now it muſt be acknowledg'd, that the Homilies do Mt: 
in ſeveral Places condemn all Rebelli6ns, Inſurre&jons, he 
Seditions and 'Tumults made to diiturb the Order and. 
Government of Kingdoms. And this, as it is certainly We 
Godly' and wholeſome Dofrine, and ny for the Times 4 
wherein they were made, as the 35th of the 39 Articles 
declares, ſo it will continue in all —— Ages. But lik 
for thoſe Times more eſpecially were the Homilies ne Hen. 
ceſſary, and fram'd with a particular Regard to them 
Which I obſerve, becauſe the Intention of the Compile .= 
may he beſt underſtood, by conſidering upon what Oc. Wie: 
cafion they were fram'd. - | 
Now 'tis evident that the Compilers of the Homiliez Mer 
looked on Rebellion to be a violent Riſing againſt z 
rince executing the Laws; for ſuch, and no other, wu r. 
the Caſe of the three Rebellions in England that th he 
had in View ; that in King Henry VIIT's, in King t 
ward VT's, and Queen Elizabeth's Time, where the Px t! 
iſts took Arms againſt their Prince, who was with great e] 
tleneſs executing Laws made in Matters of Reli- Wb, 
ion. That this was the Caſe we are inform'd by the | 
Homilies themſelves ; which acquaint us, that The B 
bylonical Beaſt of Rome had then lately procur'd the Breach a 
of the Publick, Peace in England (with the long Continuand 
zrbereof, ſays the Homily, be & ſore grieved) by the Miniſtry Mivit 
of bu diſguiſed Chaplains, "whiſpering in the Ears of certain Wiſe b 
northern Borderers ; who are there deſcrib'd as ready to kil Where 
all that ſhall, or dare ſpeak againſt their falſe Superſtition and rts 
wicked Idolatry. That this was the Rebellion againſt 
which the Homilies are directed, is plain from Abun TI 
dance of other Paſſages in them; but more eſpecially 
from their defining Rebellion to be a Reſiſting or Mi cer 
ſtanding Common AurRgORITTY ; and ſo in the ſame ſom 
Homily of Obedience, Thus we know partly our WM th 
& bounden Duties to Common Authority, now let us learn Whole: 
& to accompliſh the ſame.” | | 
So that here's nothing in the Homilies to oblige us to a! 
lye down and ſubmit to Unauthoritative and Lawleſs Vio- Wn v 
lence, but only to Lawful Authority; they do not re- ue 
quire us to ſuffer Wrongs and Injuries, to ſubmit tobe 
»murder'd or deftroy'd againſt Law ; but charge it upon 
us, not to reſiſt the Prince in the Execution of the _— had 
21 —F mM | l j 
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tis therefore a ſtrange Kind of Inference, That becauſe 


dicated Religion, is condemned by the Homilies, the 
Refiſtance of Proteſtants in Defence of the Religion 


ondemn'd' by them too. People may make theſe Caſes 
like if they pleaſe ; but there is juſt as much Diffe- 


ne- Nence between them, as there is betwixt Authority and 
n: Arbority, Law and No-Law; which will be — 
* ery clear, and of ſome Importance with all reaſonable 


en. 
Mien here give the Reader the Judgment of ſe- 
eral of our moſt eminent Divines, who flouriſh'd about 
e Times theſe Homilies were compos d; ſuch as, 


vas Dr. Poiner, Biſhop Jewell, Biſhop 1 * Mr. Hooker and 
5 hers : All of em Men who have declar'd themſelves 


the ſame Opinion in this Matter, and ſuch Men as can- 


Pa- t be _— not to underſtand the true Meaning of 
eat e Homilies, or ſo ſoon to contradict what they ſolemnly 
eli- bſcrib'd to: But every Thing of this Kind may be 


en in the Authors themſelves, or in Mr. Jobnſons Works, 
ho has ſhewn it to be alſo the Judgment of Luther, 
lelantt hon, and all the eminent foreign Proteſtants. I 
all therefore only obſerve, that at the End of every 
wifion of the Homily againſt Willfu! Rebellion (and by 
e by, WIIL TVI was not put in the Title for nothing) 


ere is a Prayer for thoſe oppreſs'd by Tyranny in other 
and erts, that they might be relieved, and that thoſe who 
int ere in fear of their Cruelty might be comforted. 

un Tax E are ſome Paſſages likewiſe in the Homilies 


at relate to the coercing the Perſon of the Prince, which 
certainly ſacred by our Conſtitution. But that the 
dmpilers had no Thoughts thereby to debar Subjects 
the Right of defending 8 againſt — 
iolence, is evident from their propounding David as 
Example of Loyalty, and giving him the Character 
a Perſon the fartheſt off from all manner of Rebellion; 
an whom there was never a greater Inſtance of Sl 
Fence, For tho' good and yodly David, as the Homily 
ls him, had a juſt and ſacred Tenderneſs for the Per- 
h of Sal, and would not offer him any Violence when 
had him in his Power, and reſented the — of 
im 


he Rebellion of the Papifts to introduce and reſettle their 


tabliſb d by all the N of the Kingdom, mutt be 
e 


— 
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him by the Amalebite, in a high Degree; yet nothiy 
can —— than that he ugh reſolv'd to Lefona his 
ſelf againſt Saul, as far as poſſibly he could; as his th 
ſing and keeping Forces about him, and his Purpoſes 
K-ilab do ſufficiently manifeſt. 75 
Tux are many other Paſſages in the Homiſies thy 
affirm, That the bad Life of a Prince is no juſt Cauſe; 
Rebellion againſt his Government; for that is the m 
can be made of what we are told, that “ all Subjec 
* are bound to obey their Magiſtrates, and for no Cauk 
« to withſtand or reſiſt them, altho' they be vic 
« Men,” This, however neceflary for the Ting 
wherein they were made, in which the Rebellion 
King Henry VIII's Time, (who had given but too mud 
Occafion to reckon him a wicked Prince) was freſh at 
lively, does not affect any that I know of at preſent; 
be ſure can be no Argument againſt Reſiſtance of illeg 
and deſtructive Violence. 78 | 

Uron the whole Matter: If there be any Thing 

the Homilies that may ſeem to favour the Notion of 4 
ſolute Submiſſion; yet if taken in a qualify'd Seal 
and compar'd with other Places (without which th 
Seriprures themſelves may be made to ſpeak Blaſphen 
and Nonſenſe) it will be very evident, that they wi 
compiled them, had not in their View the Attempts 
a Prince endeavouring to deſtroy his Subjefts againſt Le 
and their Endeavours to defend themſelves ; but the Ca 
of Subjects Reſiſting their Princes in the due Execute. 
of the Laws; as appears plainly from that Definiti 
of Rebellion in the Homily of Obedience; Therefore let a 

fear the moſt deteftable Vice of Rebellion; ever remembring, M fcia 
he that Refifteth or Withſtandeth Common AurHOA par 

Reſiſteth or Withſtandeth Gop and hs Ordinance. ani 

Troven, after all, I ſuppoſe thoſe who made ti 

Homilies never thought themſelves infallible, nor ought rin 

be eſteem'd ſo by others: They were good Men, wii tr: 

vertheleſs they were but Men; Men of like PrejudicWon a 

and Paſſions with other People; Men who could Diſt 

pretend to be guided in an unerring Manner in all thn 
they wrote, by the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit; Wn tb 
does the Article, when it tells us the Homilies conti Auth 

godly and wholeſome Doctrine, intend to give * muWof 2 
| th 
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authority to them, as to the Holy Scriptures 5 nor does 
þſcription to the Article ſignify, that the Perſon who 
ubſcribes is oblig'd to believe every individual Sen- 
nce in all the Homilies, and the Interpretation and 
Application of every Text of Scripture quoted in them, 
o be juſt and reaſonable. There are Places in the Ho- 
nilies againſt the Uſe of Organs in Churches, which yet 
re generally received; and it will be hard to name ei- 
her a Preacher or a Writer, who hath not contradicted 
ome particular Sentence, or ſome particular Inte 

tion of Scripture in them. So that all that can be 
eaſonably taken for the Meaning of Subſcription; is 
in the Words of the Article) that the Homilies contain 
wholeſome, godly and ſound Doctrine; which I be- 
jeve they do; and yet may contain ſome few Errors, 
hich I am no where forbid to acknowledge. The only 
hing that ever was ſuppos'd either by Governors or Go- 
emed in this Church, to be intended by Subſcription to 
he Article concerning the Homilies, was this, That 
he Perſon ſubſcribing doth truly believe, that the Te- 
xr of the Doctrine contain'd in them is juſt and right; 
nd that the main Doctrines deſign'd to be taught in 
hem, are godly and wholeſome Doctrines: And all 
his is very conſiſtent with believing and acknowledg- 
ng there may poſſibly be Errors and Miſtakes in them 
zs well as in other human Compoſitions. But I have no 
ed of inſiſting upon this favourable Mloxance in the pre- 
ent Caſe; for the Reſiſtance I have ſtated and contended for, 
s far enough from the Rebellion condemned by the Ho- 


milies ; and if any Thing in them ſeem, upon a ſuper- 
A ficial Reading, to be inconſiſtent with it, yet when com- 
ird with other Places, the ſuppos'd Inconfiftence will 


aniſh into nothing. For to ſum up all ina Word, the 
omilies condemn all Tumults and Rebellions againſt 
Irinces for their perſonal Vices, or on any Account of 
a private Nature, all Violence to the Perſon of the Prince, 
on any Account whatſoever ; all Oppoſition to, and 
Diſturbance of a Prince in the executing Laws that are 
wppos'd, or are really grievous to the People; that is, 
in the Words of the Homily, all Reſſtance of Common 
Authority : But they no where have Regard to the Caſe , 
of a Prince endeavouring to d:troy and ruin the public 
Happineſs 
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Happineſs, in Oppoſution to the known and ęſtabiiſd d 
— affirm that in ſuch a Caſe Reſi ſtance — 

u | , : 
Bur if ſuch Re/iſtance be not condemn'd by the Homily 
it is vtherwiſe very fully approv'd by the Church of Englank 
E mean, in that all the Members of it do yearly joiny 
a Form of Thankſgiving for our Deliverance from Þþ 

ery and Arbitrary Power, at our late glorious Reyoly 
tion. I have ſhewn, and 'tis ſo evident that none, with 
out the greateſt Abſurdity, can deny that this Deli; 
rance was wrought for us by the means of ſuch Reſiſtam 
as the Low-Church-men contend for. Now what greaty 
Approbation can the Church of England give of this, tha 
by appointing and joining in a ſolemn — of Thank 
and Praiſe to Gon, for the Succeſs of it? If the þ+ 
ance made at the Revolution was a heinous and dam 
able Sin; and the Revolution it {elf nothing elſe butt 
proſperous Rebellion, the Words in the Office for the Fif 
of November, would very ill become the Mouths & 
Chriſtians. We there profeſs our ſelves aſſembled g 
bleſs Gon for filling our Hearts again with Joy and Gladuſ 
aud putting a new Song into our Moutbs, by bringing bis la 
Majeſty upon that Day for the Deliv:rance of our Church al 
Nation from Popiſh Tyranny and Arbitrary Power: And 
adore the Wiſdom and Juſtice of that Providence which ſo tin 
interpos d in our extreme Danger, and d:ſappointed all the I 
of our Enemies, And again we do moſt humbly. pri 

and magnify the moſt glorious Name of God for bis unſpeakat 
Goodneſs towards us, expreſs'd in wonderfully condutting l 
Servant, our late King, and bringing bim ſafely into England 
to preſerve us from the Attempts of our Enemies to bereave wi 
our Religion and Laus. And finally, we bleſs Gop for giug 
bis late Majeſty a ſafe Arrival here, and for making all Opp 
tion — before him, till he became our King and Governour. 
am ſure if this Nation did a wicked Thing in defendinf 
it ſelf againſt Popery and Slavery, it mui}, at leaſt, bf 
ly wicked in the Church thus to laud and praiſe G 
it. I know ſome think they may be excus'd in gf 
ving Thanks to Gop for the Benefits of the Revolutioh 
though they oe the Means by which they wet 
procur'd. But this Form gives Thanks to Gow fa 

Means and End too; and indeed if the former were ut 
juſtifiable 
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juftifiable, it would be as impious thus to praiſe Gov 
the latter, av Tor a Thief very devoutly to bleſs Him 
for the Sactels of his Villanies. Thoſe Men therefore, 
who tall for Porrins Pilates Baſon of Water to waſh their 
Hands of the Gin of the Revolution, and yet pretend to 
rejoice in the BleMings of it, whatever Countenance 
they may have from the Equivocations of the Jeſuits; are 
Log x from receiving any from the Church of En- 
a. And thus, 1 hope, I have made it appear, be- 
end any reafonable Contradiction, That the DoQritie 
pf Reſiſtance, in Caſe of a total Subverſion of the Laws 
me Conſtitution, is no way inconſiſtent with the Do- 
Arine of the Church of England; but on the eonitrary, 
xxpreſly approv'd and juftify'd by it. 1 
ou indeed thi ey have a mighty Advantage 
wer this Doctrine, when the tell us tis the Doctrine 
of Papi and Diſſenters ; which if it were wholly true, 
ould be no juſt Objection againſt it: For both the 
bne and the other hold a great many Points that are com- 
jon to all Chriſtians. But, as it happens, the Caſe is, 
in Part otherwiſe. For nothing is more evident, than 
that there is no more Congruity between the Doctrine 
nd tht of the Papſh, chan there is berween Light and, 
Darkneſs, as I might ſhew at large, but that I believe 
It is written in capital Letters, in the very Conſciences 
F them that ſo deſpitefully obje& it. Bur this is the 
fy of ſome Men, when they cannot beat down a Truth 
by juſt Reaſoning; then to make it odious by hateful 
dmpariſons. | 
As to the Diſſenters, I believe they are generally of 
heſame Opinion with us in this Point, as they ire alſo 
in many others, which no body thinks the worſe of, for 
being acknowledg'd by them. I wiſh with all m 
Heart that they judg'd ſo rightly in 6ther Points, that 
be might agree with them, or rather they with us in 
hoſe too. For it can be no Scandal to agree with any 
erſons in what is juſt and reaſonable. #2; 
As to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, I ſhould think it per- 
Ay needlefs to go about to prove, that 'tis agreeable 
to the Principles of the Church of Znglaud to ſupport and 
adhere to it, when it is ſo evident, that all its Hopes 
o Safety and Profperity do ny depend upon = 
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So that (to borrow. a Paſſage from the Dean of Pang 
rougb's moſt excellent Sermon) nothing can be plaing 
than that if any Members of our Church are for ſettin 
up a Popiſh Pretender, they are not Church-men out of ay 
| Conſcience, nor, indeed, with any common Diſcretion 
BE eas « Nor out of 2 for then the 
Dr. Kenner's would regard the Doctrine of oy 
| Fitchcraft of © Church in the Article of the Civil My 
Rebellion, p.16, ©. giſtrate, in the Canon of the King's Hahn. 
17. © macy, and in the Homilies — Willa 
| % Rebellion, Eſpecially they would ths 
„ regard their own former Profe ions, Aſſeveratioꝶ 
e Swearings and Forſwearings, which the chief Rebel 
« have made in a lamentable manner; as truſting to; 
% Diſpenſation, or deriding all Religion, as Papiſ u 

© Atheiſts, not as true Members of the Church of 

« gland. | a c | 
« Nor do they act with any Common Diſcretion, wh 
&« jn the Name of our Church would call in a new Hal 
& of it, or rather a Trunk that muſt have another Heal 
« a foreign Supreme Power. Will they uſe the Wat 
4 CHURCH to diſturb the Peace of it, to deſtroy tif 
| &« very Being of it? It muſt be a firay 
Page 15. Degree of Witchcraft and Sorceryy 
« us, Members of the Church of Engla 
<« if we ſhould eſpouſe that abdicated Cauſe of the 
« tender. For we owe the Eſtabliſhment of our Chun 
« by Law, to a Deliverance from Popiſs Reigns ; u 
« we owe the Security of it to a timely Delive and 
« from the laſt Popiſh Reign. And what, Muſt well 
« violent Hands upon our own Mother? Is there 
e much Art in the Church of Rome to defend and 4 
« grandize it ſelf! And ſo much Folly and Weaknd 
« jn our Church, in a Part of the Name of our Churd 
« 2s to throw down her own Pale, and make her 0 
« Communion to be utterly forſaken ? ” 
Bur ſome among us are ſo abſurd as to reaſon 
diſpute againſt their own Happineſs. They think 
inconſiſtent with the Principles of the Church of Eugla 
to exclude the Popiſh Line; even though they are {a 
fible of the abſolute Neceſſity of it, to its own I 
ſ ryation, The only Reaſon they offer for this m 
/ | abſuf 
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abſurd Conceit is, The indiſpenſible Obligation of ad- 
hereing to an Jndefeaſible, Hereditary Right ; which has 
been ſo fully expos'd and confuted, from the ſeveral 
Topicks of Scripture, Reaſon, Law and Hiſtory, that I 
ſhall not concern my ſelf about it. * 

I SHALL only obſerve, That we have ſeveral Evi- 
dences that the Church of England of old, had no Notion 
of the Neceflity of adhereing to any ſuch. Hereditary 
Right 3 but thought it ſelf fully at Liberty to depart 
from ſuch a Lineal Succeſſion, when it was neceflary to the 
Security of our Civil and Religious Rights and Li- 
berties. 

Evzxr Body knows that King Edward VI. to prevent 
his Popiſb Siſter from ſucceeding, and not having Time 
to call a Parliament (which would have 
done it effectually) bequeath'd his King- Ar. Johnſon's 
dom by Will, to the Lady Jane Gray, Preface to Ju- 
which was confirm'd by the Privy Council, lian, p. 5. 

Tis true, indeed, it fignified nothing, 

becauſe it could not make void an Act of Succeſſion in 
King Henry VIII's Time, but by doing that nothing they 
ſhow'd what they would have done if they could. I 
need not ſay what Biſhops were concern'd, nor how far 
they were concern'd in that Affair. Cranmer did, indeed, 
diſclaim and recant his Share in it. But upon what 
Reaſon ? *T'is plain upon no other than this, that he 
thought King Edward's Will ought not to have been ſet 
up againſt an At of Parliament, which, in his Opinion, 
could be all the Title Queen Mary had; ſince he had 
been the greateſt Inſtrument of rendring her Illegi- 
timate, by cauſing her Mother's Marriage to be declard 
null and void from the Beginning. So that this only 
ſhows what Authority Cranmer aſcrib'd to an A of Par- 
_ 3 and is indeed an Argument againſt Hereditary 
Right, 

As for Ridley, he put by the appointed Preacher at 
Paul's-Croſs, only to have an Opportunity to tell the 
People what Reaſon they had to put by Queen Mary. 
Would that brave Martyr have been againſt excluding 
a Papiſt by Ad of Parliament, who was ſo zealous for 


doing it without one ? 
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Bur to paſs by that, the Wan p. in Queen ELA 

Time, to — under Gon and that Queen, we ow 

the Settlement of our Church, concurr d ta the making 


of that Statute, 13 Eliz, cap, I. which, makes it 
Treaſon in her Reign, and Forfeiture, of Goods and 
tels ever after, in any wiſe, to hold or affirm, „ That 
« an A of Parliament is not of ſufficient Farce and Val 


60 Df to Limit and Bind the Crawn of thy, Realm, and ih 


#- 4 


| & Deſcent, Limitation, Iuberitance and Government. they, 
% of.” And when you. ſee their Names, you will fad 
that very many of them were Confeſſars. 


| Canterbury, Mat. Par ler 8 
Lenden, Eduyn Sands, 
Durbam, James Pilkington, 
Wincheſter, Robert Horne, 
Hereford, John Corey, Aſapb h. 
Worceſter, Nich. Bullingbam, | Gloceſter, Richard Cheywey, 
Lincoln, Thomas Cooper, Bangor, Nich. Robiuſou, 
Salahury, Jobn Jewell, | Landaff, Hugh Joues, 
St. Davids, Richard Davies, | . 


Ax that theſe Biſhops were active and zealous fo 
ſuch Acts as theſe, and were not concluded by a Mae 
rity of the other Lords, appears by what GLAS 
relation to the Queen of Scots, whom they advis d the 
Queen to proceed againſt with ſuch Severity, as the 
Neceſſity of her Affairs requir'd, and drew. up Rea 
for that urpoſe, even though ſhe was unqueſtionably, 
according to Hereditary Right, the next Heir to the 
Crown. Their Reaſons all center in this one mail 
Point, That being a violent and bigotted Papift, then 
was great Danger, by her Means, of utter Ruin to the 
X ant Religion in this Nation; which they thought 
would juſtify ſomewhat more than excluding her from 
the Crown: ö 
Non is it any Wonder that our Protęſtant Biſhops aul 
Reformers could not give into this Notion of an Jud. 
feeaſible, Hereditary Right to the Crown, when it was top 
abſurd to be ſwallow'd, even in the darkeſt Times of 
Popery. Of this we have a molt remarkable Inſtance in 
the Caſe of Biſhop Fiber, and Sir Thomas Moore, waa 
1 2 488 | hey 
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they were ſummon'd to take the Oath, requir'd b AS 
of Parliament to maintain the Succeſſion to the 

upon the Heirs of Queen Aune; though the 0 
pon Agcguat of * Tauches in the P 

e Haga his 1 

e his Brother's Wife jon 
yet they Þ wolpncarily 240 * to the Sue 
which * the 2 22 28. a 
Cranmer the erefore wiſh'd mi 
Their Reaſons for this * 
cretary Cromwell, written upon | 
fan. I muſt beſecch 105 — rr ts 
« Maſter Secretary, to call to your Re- Strype's Ne- 
« membrance, That at my laſt being be morials * 2 
fore Tou, and the other Commiſſioners Cranmer, N. 
« for taking af the Othe cone the IX, 

« King's moſt noble Succeſſion, 
content to be ſworne to that Pure e concerning the 
« Succeffian. And there I did rehearſe this Reaſon, 
{ which, I ſaid, moved me. I doubted not but that 
© the Prince of any Realm, with the Aſſent of his 
{ Nobles and Commons, might appoint for Succeſſion 
© Royal, foche an Order as was ſeen unto his Wiſdom 
© molt accordi And for this Reaſon I ſaid I was 
content to be {worne to that Part of the Othe, as con- 
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' cerning the Succeſſion. 
In. ſhart, this u Hereditary yy at 
btranger to our Laws and Conſtitution. urlud! into pon 
onſequences it would end 5 a Popiſb Prince (One or 
Other) and be the certain Deſtruction of this Proteſtant 
lurch and Nation. So that if the Popiſa Line were not 
xcluded, every Proteſtant, every Church-man muſt wiſh 
t were; and none but thoſe who are giyen up up to 
Deluſtaus indeed, can poſlibly violate their ancient Laws, 
ad break their ſacred Oaths, only to bring Scandal and 
Ruin on their Native Country, — the Proteſtant Religion 
ſabliſh'd among Us. 


Ir would be well if thoſe who have been ſo ready 

t calling ſuch as have aſſerted the Lawfulneſs of that 
teceſary and honourable Reſiſtance made at the Revolu- 
or, by the odious Names of Traytors and Rebel, I ſay 
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101 The Principles of the Low. Church met 
it would be well if theſe People would confidet hs 
true Nature of Rebellion, and the great Danger they am 
in, of being involy'd in the horrid Guilt of it rhemſelug 
_ « Is it not Rebelion with a. Witneſs, to riſe up in Arm 
« againſt a Lawful King, in his Legal Admmiftration, 
upon an eftabliſh'd Cotiſtitution in Church and State? 
«Vo ſacrifice to Men's Ambition and Revenge, the 
« Peace" of their Country, and the Security of then 
Religion, and all that ſhould be dear to us, and ou 
x Poſterity, and madly to involve the Nation in Tein 
« and Blood, for the Sake of ſetting up*a Popi Pr 
nder? But thus do Tome cunning Workmen yay 
and change the Principles of Government as beſt ſui 
the Time, and ſerves their Intereſts and Defigns ; wn 
advancing the Prince even to inffave the People; th 
ſpiriting up the People to dethrone the Prince; a 
both with the ſame Deſign of throwing all Things in 

to Ruin and Confuſion. an eee 
My Lord Clarendon, Heylin, and the other Hiſtorian 
of; thoſe Times do obſerve, That one Part of the Pre 
Ville to the great Rebellion was the great Licenſe thut 
Was exerciſed in PRE AC HING, and efpecially h 
thoſe calld LECTURERS, who were then generally 
the Trumpets ' of Sdition and Rebellion. I wiſh ther 
may be no Reaſon for faying, That the Tongues of thi 
Sort of Men have been too often bhir'd out, to ſerve thi 
fame Purpoſes in the preſent Times. I remember an 
ther Engine of thoſe Confuſions, which ſeems to han « 
been taken up alſo by our preſent Malecontents, namely « 
the Practice of ſome ſeditious Pariſp-Clerks, who wolf « | 
ſuggelt ſuch or ſuch a Pſalm to be ſung in a Jun « | 
" 2. - + of Time, or Buſineſs, that the like « , 
- Watſon's 4e. fefted in the Congregation underſtood « ; 
count of Dr. Co- very well, and perverted to the Encot 
fins's Opinion ef ragement of their ſeditious Purpoſes! 
the Smgine- "Thus is High-Church turn'd High-Prebyt 
Pſalms, p. So, „ian: They embrace thoſe very Opinion 
| and praffiſe thoſe very Things, whid 
they us'd to declaim againſt, as ſo abſurd, and ſo ab 
minable in others. 9 „ "42M 


Bot 
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Bur (as Biſhop Taylor ſays, ſpeaking ae ee 

of this very Matter) ““ Thoſe are to be gon, a. 

« ſuſpected for evil Guides, who to get Galden Grobe, 
« Authority among the People, pretend Serm. 22. 5. 
&« a great Zeal, and uſe a bold Liberty 2833. 

« in reproving Princes, and Governour sg. 
« Nobility and Prelates; for ſuch Homilies cannot be 
« the Effects of a holy Religion, which lay a Snare 
« for Authority, and undermine Power, and diſcontent 
« the People, and make them bold againſt Kings, 
« and immodett in their own Stations, trouble the 
« Government. . 4 | £4 

« Tx you enter into the Seats of thoſe Doctors that 
« ſpeak reproachfully of their Superiors, or detrac} 
« from Government, or love to curie the King in their 
« Heart, or ſlander him with their Mouths, or diſgrace 
« their Perſons, bleſs your ſelf, and retire quickly, 
« for there dwells the Plague, but the Spirit of, Gop 
js not Prefident of the Aﬀembly.——— The Horx 
« GyHosT hath given us this Caution, te avoid ſuch 
« Aſſemblies, where the ſpeaking and ruling Man ſhall 
« be the Canker of Government, and a Preacher of Se- 
dition; who ſhall either ungirt the Prince's Sword, 
or unlooſe the Button of their Mantle. 

I SHALL only add Part of my Lord Chancellor Cla- 
rendon's Speech to the Lords and Commons, at the open- 
ing of the Parliament, on the 8th of May, 1661. What 
« good Chriſtian (ſays he) can think without Horror of 
« theſe Miniſters of the Goſpel, who by their Function 
* ſhould be Meflengers of Peace, and are in their 
Practice the only Trumpets of War, and Incendiaries 
« towards Rebellion? How much more Chriſtian was 
that Athenian Nun in Plutarch, and how ſhall ſhe 
« riſe up in Judgment againſt theſe Men, who, when 
« Alcibiades was condemn'd by the publick Juſtice of 
the State, and a Decree made that the Religious, the 
e Prieſts and the Nuns, ſhould revile and curſe him, 
“ ſtoutly refus'd to perform that Office; ſaying, that 
* ſhe was profeſe'd Religious to pray and to bleſs, not 
* to curſe and ban. And if the Perlon and the Place 


can improve and aggravate the Offence, as no doubt 
* it doth, both before Gop and Man ; methinks, the 
| „ preach- 
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44 ſome declares to be againſt the Horr Guosr, vs 


_ Oppoſition to the known Laws and Coyffi kts of th 
of — ; yet nothing can be more eridenly 8 
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| ſent Government, what remains but that we hold 2 


g Rebellion and Trea fon out of che Pulpit 
as moch worfe than advancing it it th 
„ Market, as PREY a Man at the Lanze would 
& be worſe than killing him at a Tavern: And it * 
« be in the Gaben W thoſe Sins which che Zeil 


* l be 


not be any one more reaſonably thought to by 


at ma 
than a Miniſter of Cn sr tu 8 = 


* ſuch 


* his Prince, which is a moſt notorious 
* his Order; and his preaching Rebellion eh Pap L 
* 26 the Ennisr, adding ase ih I 
« 1 Pertinacy to his A Racy, hath all the N 
ood Men are taught ro Iiir | 
ot the Hocy Gnosr. IF YOU DO NOT PROM a 
« VIDE FOR THE THOROUGH- 8 | 
« THESE FIRE-BRANDS, KING, L NW 4 
« COMMONS SHALL, BE THEIR MAN : 
« SUBJECTS, AND THE WHOLE: KINGDOM E 
« KINDLED INTO ONE GENERAL FLAME," b 
A Piece of Advice as proper for the Confideration u of 
c as for thoſe to whom it wa G 
ar 
1 — only add, That though our Homilhes do n v 
reſtrain Subjects from defending themſelves againſt they I 
Attempts of a Prince to ruin the Publick Happineſs, uM w 


m; than the Reſiſtance of our Lawfal K 
23 the Welfare and Happineſs of his Subj died by 
juſt 3 od legal Adhniniffeerion : And con ſequent 
Thoſe preten ed Cburcb men who are Enemies to Ki 
GE ORGE E, act in direct Contradiction to the Allow 0 
and Eftabliſh'd Doctrine of the Church of England, ul 
are equally wicked and irconfiſtenr. 
AnD now having vindicated the 12 and 


faſt, fince we came fo honeſtly by them? While we 
| Tupport the Revolurion that will ſupport ui 
* Dr. Brad. * © Bleſſed be Gor, we ate yet fland 
ford's Sermon, © ing upon the Foundation upon whidt 
Nov. 5, 1713. * the Revolution plac'd us, the Goven: 
„mem ſettled upon a Proveftant Qu 


10 The Principles of the Low- Church- men. 1 
and entail'd upon a Race of Proreftants only. But 

« thoſe who are continually ſpeaking contemptuouſly 

« of that Revolution, and decrying the Principles u 

« on which it was carry'd on, and finally ſettled, 2 

« in Effect undermine the Ground we ſtand upon, 


« 2nd (what in them lies) —_ ok Src.” * 
pily - eſtabliſh d 


4, the Government which is 
« amongſt us. 
Taar Papiſts and Nonjurors ſhould engage in this | 
Defign, has nothing ſtrange in it at all: But tis perfeR- 
ly amazing to ſee 2 d Protęſtants, and ſuch as have . 
wen the preſent Government all the Aſſurance that a 
olemn Qath and Abjuration can give it; it is perfectly 
amazing, I ſay; to ſee ſuch join with them in it. | 
I KNow many who are undermining the Revolution, 
do yet pretend our Aﬀection for the Proteſtant Suc- 
aon, as ſettled by Law. But how inconſiſtent is this? 
Every one Knows that theſe muſt ſtand and fall together, 
being founded the one upon the other. The Enemies 
of this Kingdom are Many and Gzzar : I wilh to 
Gop they were fewer, and their Power leſs ; but they 
are not able to ruin us without the Concurrence of many, 
who have no ill as a but are drill'd on from one 
Thing to another, by deſigning Men. How happy 
would it be if ſuch would conſider, that 
*« jt will be but a melancholy After- * Biſhop Bur- 
1 —.— when Men by their Folly have net's Preface to 
« brought: Ruin on themſelves and Vel. Sermons. 
'© their Country, to ſay, Who would have | 
e thought it? When it is plain, that nothing elſe could 
* have been looked for. But if we muſt be ruin'd by 
the Treaobery of ſome, and the Folly of others, The Will 
* 4 the Lord be. done. ” : ; 
| ur J hope thoſe who would prevent the Rain and De- 
| ſolation of their Native Country, and the Extirpation of that 
en Holy Religion which is Eftabliſp'd among us, may be excus'd \ 
e ve from Cenſure and Reproach, and be allow'd, at leaſt, as 
t d Church-men as the Men who would bring on us theſe 
and dreadful Miſchieſs. From which 


ven Good Lord deliver us. 
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AND thus have I gone through what I firſt propos'd, Wi! 
and made it appear, That thoſe who are term'd, and WF 
revil'd under the Character of Low-Church-men, do in 
nothing differ from ſuch. as make the higheſt Pretenk- 
ons to the Church of En land, but in Things wherein they 
palpably differ from the Church it ſelf. . And upon the 
whole Matter, it will be no. want of Charity to affirm, 
That the Men who deafen us with a perpetual Din 
about the Church, the Church ! muſt not mean'the Church of 
England, as at preſent conſtituted ; but ſome novel up- 
ſtart Notions and Practices, which they would fain in. 
troduce, and eſtabliſh among us: Or elſe all this zes 8 
lous Contention for the Church, is really nothing but 
a Contention for this World, and ſome of the Intereſſi 
in it, while the former is only hypocritically pretended. 
Let none therefore be diſcourag d from going on in the 
Ways of Peace and Holineſs, by the ill Uſage they 
will meet with from theſe Men; and by what odiou 
Names ſoever we are branded and diſtinguiſh'd fr 
others, let us approve our ſelves as true Chriſtians an 
Church-men,. by living exemplary Lives, conforming 
our ſelves to what the Church enjoins, and leavin thoſs 
who are otherwiſe minded, to follow the Light of their 
own Minds: remembring always, that if ever decay'd 
and languiſhing Chriſtianity revive, it muſt be by Cha- 
rity and Moderation ; and the Enemies of theſe are the 
Enemies of our Church and Government, which 1s 
built upon them, and kept together by them. 
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